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David Monks RAeC Chairman

Happy New Year!
Here we are at over three hundred days of lockdown and my admiration goes to those who have continued to
adapt and work round COVID to keep all the wheels within the RAeC well oiled. As we all continue to run our lives
on Zoom, it’s surprising just how much has been achieved under the restrictions as we all become familiar with
phrases such as “you’re still on mute”, “ can everyone mute” and “we lost you for a minute there”. Life remains an
ever changing picture as we all continue to remain adaptable for what might still lay ahead.
Last time I reported that Patrick Naegeli and I were both standing for election at The FAI electronic General
Conference in early December. We were both successful. I was voted in as President for two years and Patrick
has joined the Executive Board for the same tenure. Patrick is, as ever, proving to be the same invaluable asset to
FAI that he was to the RAEC. The hard work has already started as FAI was in poor condition, in the words of an
ex Executive Board member “FAI is a fractured organisation”. There will be the introduction of administrative
governance and documented procedures. It has never really been run to its Constitution and that is our first task.
I’m pleased to say I am supported by an excellent Executive Board who is not afraid to make hard decisions and
put FAI first. There will be a full conference report from Rob Hughes, FAI Vice President.
My congratulations go to the Chief Executive of the British Gliding Association, Pete Stratton who has been
awarded by Her Majesty The Queen, a Member of Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) in The
Queens New Years Honours List for services to aviation.
On a very sad note, I inform you of the passing of Rodney Blois, former Council Member and FAI GAC Commission
President, who sadly died unexpectedly early in the New Year. He was a friend to many and his joie de vivre will be
long remembered by us all who had the pleasure of working alongside him and then afterwards in the bar. Rodney
had the stamina of a far younger man and was always last to leave the party.
Lockdown three has seen the restrictions to recreational GA reintroduced. For those of you it affects, take
consolation from the fact that the weather generally restricts our flying at this time of year and hopefully, restrictions
and lockdowns will start to be lifted and our privileges returned to us in time for when better weather is expected.
Meanwhile, stay safe and I look forward to when we can all have gatherings where the first topic of conversation
will be “which vaccine did you have - the Astra Zeneca or the Pfizer”.

David Monks
Chairman
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom
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FROM YOUR EDITOR

Wishing you all a safe, healthy and prosperous New Year, but once again, at the time of publishing, we
are back in GA lockdown. While many are bemoaning this one only has to look at the effect of the Covid
virus and it’s variants, the numbers being infected and worse, to know it is sensible and public spirited to
follow the advice to “stay at home” and not take to the skies.
Please accept my heart-felt condolences to you, your family, friends and colleagues for the loss due to
Covid-19 of a loved one or friend and also of losses unrelated to Covid. These are difficult times which
we may still see go on for some time to come.
For the vast majority of RAeC members and Air Sport participants and enthusiasts Air Sports are their
hobby but it is acknowledged that for some air sport aviation is their income and the Royal Aero Club is
here to co-ordinate, promote and protect all forms of recreational and competitive air sport in the UK and
to represent UK air sport internationally.
If your air sport has competitions, get togethers, AGM’s, Webinars or online training etc between now
and mid-May or you would like to promote your air sport please do forward photos and reports/articles
for inclusion in the Spring issue (copy deadline 15 th April ish – note the important ish lol). Please email
Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs (labelled please) to me at jude@royalaeroclub.uk
Also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers would be wonderful to receive.
If you are not being emailed the mini version of the RAeC Newsletters please ask your Air Sports
Association secretary to do so or if you do not have internet access to be able to see the larger online
issue please ask RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps to send you your smaller printed version by snail
mail. Where I have used/obtained information from websites and other sources I have taken that, as
usual, this will be with your blessing and photographs are credited where known.
My thanks to Paul Tallet at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this Winter 2021 issue
and to Aaron Mercer for permission to use his photo.
Wishing you stay well and safe and if flying fly safe.

Jude Wordsworth
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St Andrew’s
Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or via secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
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The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in the
United Kingdom.
Today its principal role is co-ordinating, promoting and protecting all forms of recreational and
competitive air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting
technical standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our member
organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
RAeC MEMBERS ON FINAL DEPARTURE
I am very sorry to report the following passing of some RAeC members in recent months and who have
played a part in our General Aviation community. Whilst some may have fallen to the Covid-19 virus, not
all were attributed to it.
We send our heartfelt condolences and thoughts to their families, friends and colleagues.
Rodney Blois, Chairman of the British Precision Pilots Association, President of the FAI General
Aviation Commission (GAC) and Team GB competitor passed away suddenly at his home on the 7th
January 2021. See the BPPA section in this Newsletter for obituaries and a tribute by FAI acting GAC
President Hans Schwebel.
Dr Peter Saundby, an RAeC Vice President, passed away peacefully at his home following a long
illness. See the BGA section in this Newsletter for tributes by ex FAI President, Bob Henderson
John Marsh: British Precision Pilots Association and Team GB competitor passed away in December
2020. See the BPPA section in this Newsletter for BPPA Malcolm Evans’ remembrances.
Dennis Kenyon, British Helicopter Team GB competitor
Eric Thurston OBE, has taken his last flight at the age of 101 formidable contribution to aviation was
recognised by an OBE in 2019. He was a founding member of the British Light Aviation Centre (now
AOPA), a member of the then Guild of Air Pilots and Navigators (GAPAN), now the Honourable
Company of Air Pilots, and was a recipient of their Sword of Honour. Eric also played a large role in the
development of the requirements for licensing, the foundation of good training and the development of
General Aviation in the UK. He served on the Pilots Committee at the Ministry of Aviation and later the
Advisory Committee to the CAA. His ambulance flights around Europe earned him The Order of St John
“for his commitment to making life-saving flights
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2019 RAeC MEDALS AND AWARDS CEREMONY
Date for your diary the Ceremony for the presentation of 2019 Awards may hopefully take place at the
RAF Club in May 2021, subject to Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines but watch this space and the
RAeC website for the date and further details. 2019 Recipients were announced in the Spring (May)
issue of this Newsletter.
President’s Breitling Trophy: Ellie Carter (LAA)
Anne Welch Memorial Trophy: Peter Bernon (BHPA)
Nexus Trophy: Joe Schofield (BHPA)
Old & Bold Trophy: Sid Gilmore (BGA)
Britannia Trophy: Alicia Hempleman-Adams (BBAC)
Silver Spitfire Trophy: John Romain ((LAA)
RAeC Silver Medals: Carl Wallbank (BHPA); Ernie Horsfall (LAA)
RAeC Bronze Medals: Michael Lewis (BMFA); Matthew Hoyland (BMFA); Dempster Hamilton (BMFA);
Phil Chettleburgh (BHPA); Colin Spence (HCGB); Jeremy Parr (LAA); Clive Porter (LAA); George
Heritage (HCGB); Gary Pullen (BGA); David Cowden (BAeA)
Certificates of Merit: Roy Wilson (BGA); David Tappin (BMFA); Louis Rea (BMFA); James Gordon
(BMFA); Christopher Allen (BMFA); Neil Wilson (LAA); Clint Marler (LAA); Patricia Mawuli Porter (LAA);
Anne Hughes (LAA); Matt Page (BGA); Peter Hibbard (BGA); Craig Lowrie (BGA); Colin Wolstenholme
(BBAC); Andrew Webster (BHPA)
Certificate of Appreciation: Tom Moloney & Transair Flight Equipment

NEW FAI PRESIDENT
Our own RAeC Chairman, David Monks, has been elected, unopposed, to succeed Bob Henderson as
the new FAI President for the next two years.

David Monks, an electrical engineer by trade, learnt to fly helicopters in 1995. He won the Bronze Medal
at the 2008 FAI World Helicopter Championships and then two silver medals at the 2012
Championships. Not only that, he holds 3 FAI World Records for Speed over a Recognised Course
(2018).
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Not only has David been active as our RAeC Chairman but also within the FAI he has served on the
Rotorsport and Air Sport General Commissions since 2009. He is an ardent promoter of air sports, he is
the Chairman of the Helicopter Club of Great Britain and organiser of all helicopter UK competitions and
introduced new competition formats in the UK.
Our previous RAeC Chairman and an RAeC Vice-President, glider pilot Patrick Naegeli, has been
elected to the FAI Executive Board.

FACEBOOK
If you aren’t already following and liked our RAeC FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

checkout

NEW YEAR’S 2021 HONOURS FOR RAeC MEMBERS
Members of The RAeC have been recognised for their contributions, achievements and services. The
honours system champions diversity at all levels and celebrates the breadth of service given by people
from all backgrounds from all across the UK. https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-new-yearhonours-2021

PETE STRATTEN
Pete Stratten, CEO of the BGA, has been awarded an MBE (Most Excellent Order of the British Empire)
in the New Year’s Honours List for services to aviation.
Patrick Naegeli (Vice-President and ex-Chairman of the Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom; VicePresident and former Chairman of the British Gliding Association and President of the European Gliding
Union) says of “Pete Stratten is a driving force behind the air sport of gliding, one of the principal
architects of embedding gliding in the national STEM agenda for young people, and a highly respected
and trusted advisor to government on sporting and recreational aviation.
Pete understands the value that aviation has for personal and career development better than most. The
majority of his career was with the RAF. Having joined as a teenage apprentice aircraft maintainer, Pete
thrived on the training and investment made in him by the RAF. Over a long career, he took all aspects
of his responsibilities seriously and was - very unusually - selected for an RAF officer commission. It was
during his time with the RAF that Pete's passion for gliding was ignited and nurtured. He became was of
the RAF's most experienced glider pilots and instructors and trained countless numbers of Air Cadets
and RAF personnel.
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On retirement from the RAF, Pete took on the role of Chief Executive Officer of the British Gliding
Association, the body that oversees all aspects of civilian gliding in the UK. Over the last 16 years, under
his direct leadership and while collaborating with grass-roots volunteers and gliding clubs across the UK,
the BGA has transformed the sport of gliding and the role that it plays in society.
Pete's work transcends what anyone would ever expect of the CEO of a sporting association. His
commitment is genuinely 24/365 and he is as adept and natural working with volunteers at the smallest
of gliding clubs as he is with the senior-most levels of the Department for Transport (DfT), the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) and the European Aviation and Safety Agency (EASA). Examples of his specific
contributions include:

The revamp of UK Junior Gliding to support gliding clubs in increasing the accessibility of the sport
to younger participants in order to train the next generation of glider pilots. Pete has worked extensively
with other aviation bodies and stakeholders to encourage financial and non-financial support to
youngsters, especially those from less-advantaged backgrounds.

The integration of the BGA into STEM support programmes by ensuring that the BGA plays a
prominent role in national and regional STEM events, university fairs and support to gliding clubs formed
within educational institutions.

The focus on gliding safety that has been both very successful in reducing flying risk in the UK, but
also provided a body of knowledge that has been successfully applied
These initiatives have been extremely successful with the numbers of young people getting involved in
flying and aerospace engineering through gliding increasing substantially.
In addition, Pete has played a central role in the safe and development of general aviation in the UK:

A lead role in the Government's Red Tape Challenge, designed to reduce unnecessary and costly
government bureaucracy that hinders the operation and development of the myriad of small and
medium-sized businesses and volunteer organisations.

Being appointed as the CAA's official representative to various EASA working groups to ensure
that the interests of UK general aviation are protected and enhanced against the backdrop of
international regulatory developments.


Asked to Chair the All Party Parliamentary Group for General Aviation's Airspace Group.
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Pete's unique command of his subject matter, his natural collaborative style, ability to maintain balance
and objectivity, and respectful and diplomatic demeanour have enabled him to create close and
effective working relationships with all stakeholders groups. These qualities have been central in
achieving progress and breakthroughs in areas where major confrontation was a real prospect. The trust
that Pete has earned in the eyes of many, sometimes opposing sides of the aviation debate means that
his input and influence are always respected.
Patrick also says of Pete “I have known, and worked closely with Pete Stratten for many years. His
contribution has been instrumental in many national and international domains. I can honestly say that,
in all my years in professional and voluntary sectors, I have rarely met someone that has contributed as
much as Pete in making the lives of others so much better”.
Peter Harvey (Vice-President, former Chairman of the British Gliding Association and previous CEO
Light Aircraft Association) says of Pete: “As chairman of the BGA for six years and previously in my role
with the LAA, I witnessed first-hand Pete Stratten’s approach and style, particularly when dealing with
the many regulatory committees and interest groups. He’s invariably modest, collaborative and
considered, with an almost encyclopaedic memory for detail.
Always available, always enthusiastic about aviation in all its guises. Indeed, in my opinion, the BGA’s
measured and professional ‘brand’ is in large part due to Pete’s consistent, common-sense, experience
and intellect. His ability to carry people and ideas with him ensures that stuff actually gets done - no
mean achievement within the bureaucratic corridors of the aviation regulators.
Pete’s been a great friend to the GA community through his wide range of activity and we are fortunate
he continues to input tirelessly on our behalf. His MBE is thoroughly well deserved”.

ANDREW TAEE
Andrew Taee, a longstanding Helicopter Club of Great Britain (HCGB) member and medal winning
competition pilot has been awarded an MBE (Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) by Her Majesty
the Queen, Queen Elizabeth II. The Award has been published in the New Year's Honours list for 2021.

Andrew has received the Award in recognition of 25 years of support and exceptional achievements
on behalf of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital and his other charitable works. The Award has
come as a complete surprise to Andrew.
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ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST ANNOUNCES START OF 2021 BURSARY SCHEME
The Royal Aero Club Trust has announced the start of the 2021 bursary awards scheme for young
persons. The Scheme remains the same as it was in 2018, 2019 and 2020, when the Trust awarded 48,
35 and 33 bursaries respectively. Applicants need to be aged between 14 and 21; or can be aged up to
24 in the case of a follow-on bursary.
See the RAeCT section in this Newsletter for more information

GA ADVOCATE RE-APPOINTMENT FOR BALLOONIST PHIL DUNNINGTON
Phil Dunnington has been reappointed for a second term as General Aviation (GA) Advocate and says
that it’s been a great privilege to engage regularly with the Minister for Aviation and the Secretary of
State and I have used this time to highlight bespoke needs alongside providing insights into operations
and opportunities across the sector. I am enthusiastic about supporting the sector’s recovery, with the
aim of developing our technological capabilities and skills to help boost employment for a wide and
inclusive workforce.

Phil Dunnington

Roberts Courts, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Aviation and Maritime stated he was thrilled
to hear of Phil Dunnington’s re-appointment as the General Aviation Advocate and would like to thank
him for his continued hard work and determination in championing the sector and providing myself and
Secretary of State invaluable feedback and advice.
He said Phil’s work had been pivotal in my own understanding of the General Aviation industry as I
began my role as the Aviation Minister. I truly look forward to continuing to work with Phil and support the
sector to recovery through this challenging time. We recognise the challenges faced by the sector as a
result of the unprecedented circumstances we find ourselves in. We therefore recognise it is more
important now than ever to fully utilise the GA Advocate role to understand the issues faced by the
sector and consider how to provide support accordingly. As a Department, we are very much looking
forward to continuing this vital work with Phil.
Phil will be continuing the GA Advocate role which entails championing the sector, engaging with
industry to understand priorities, issues and opportunities and providing advice to Ministers and the
Department. This has been a key priority for the General Aviation team as well as the wider Department
to support our efforts to improve safety, diversity and inclusion for the sector.
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FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
“A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS” is the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2021.
The Light Aircraft Association facilitates the UK competition in association with the Royal Aero Club,
Pilot magazine and the Guild of Aviation Artists.
The UK competition entries closed: 31st January 2021 but you will be able to view the UK entries will
be in the LAA section of this SPRING 2021 Newsletter

AVIATION NATIONAL AND WORLD RECORDS
If you are interested in setting an Aviation Record be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance
contact Geoffrey Boot, Record Coordinator for the The 3R’s (The Royal Aero Club Records Racing
and Rally Association) at geoffreyboot@gmail.com This is open to RAeC members and non-members
alike.

FARA IS SEEKING A PART-TIME SECRETARY GENERAL
The Formula Air Racing Association (FARA) is seeking a part-time Secretary General to lead the
organisation through its transition and growth phase.
See the FARA section in this Newsletter for more information

SPORTING LICENCES 2021
WORLD RECORD AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Some UK and International 2021 air sport competitions may be going ahead and in preparation for the
2021 season, all being well, we recommend that your application to your air sport association is done at
least four weeks before the event in which you wish to take part AND that you check the FAI Database
to make sure your details are registered, and registered correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/fai-sportinglicences
To check your own licence, please enter the e-mail address stored in the sporting licence to the following
field and press Submit. If you do not know what e-mail address is stored in the database, please contact
your NAC. List of NACs can be found at: http://www.fai.org/members#active_members

LAA VIDEO COMPETITION WINNERS 2020
The competition was the brainchild of LAA engineers Mike Roberts and Joe Hadley, who are now keen
to repeat its success. Joe said “We hope to run the competition again in 2021 with a less restricted flying
season and perhaps even more entries, in the LAA’s 75th Anniversary year.”
Top Prize of a £500 Pooleys Flight Equipment Voucher went to ………
See LAA section in this Newsletter and for links to the uploaded video entries.

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% online discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education
Support) the youth arm of the LAA is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your
orders.
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BAeA FUNDRASING “WIN A FLIGHT IN A SPITFIRE”

A 1 in 1,000 chance of winning this amazing 45 minute flight in a 2-seat T9 Spitfire.
See BRITISH AEROBATICS ASSOCIATION section in this Newsletter

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
COVID FLYING RESTRICTIONS
The DfT has updated their advice to pilots that during the current lockdown, no leisure flying is
permitted in the UK. A small number of flights for purposes of work or for professional pilot training can
continue.
Engine health and maintenance check flights can only take place where there is a critical safety
requirement
to
do
so
and
alternative
options
are
not
available.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation/coronavirus-covid19-general-aviation
The CAA does not plan to issue any further COVID related extensions.
See
https://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/Newsroom/COVID-19-guidance-for-commercial-and-generalaviation/ for updates
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UK GA AFTER BEXIT
The UK is longer part of the EU Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) so the CAA will no longer be able to
issue EASA part-FCL licences. As far as we know from the 1st January 2021 the British CAA will
continue to accept EASA licences, ratings and certificates for a further two years (31.12.2022).
This means that CAA-issued EASA part-FCL will remain valid and, as it meets the requirements
of ICAO Annex I, British private pilots will still be able to venture beyond the shores of the UK if
they want to. The UK CAA will continue to operate their own Part-FCL licences and legislation
alongside UK existing national licences. Hopefully a bilateral agreement with EASA will be sought and
agreed.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter for more information

MEDICALS
Medical examinations with an Aviation Medical Examiner (AME) should only take place where there is an
urgent need for a pilot to renew their medical certificate (for instance, if the pilot needs to continue flying
for the purposes of work), and there are no alternative options available.
Pilots may be able to maintain their medical currency using other mechanisms such as Pilot Medical
Declarations (if they meet the required criteria), or through the extension of their current medical
certificate under relevant Exemptions issued for that purpose by the CAA.
UK pilots applying for Class 1,2,3 or LAPL Medical Certificates or to make a new Personal Medical
Declaration will need to use a personal online CAA Customer Portal Account after February 2021.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter for more information

THE AVIATION SAFETY (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2021
Statutory Instrument 2021/10 ‘Aviation Safety Regulation (amendments)’ has just been published which
includes the optional use of a medical declaration for some aircrew. These Regulations, apart from
regulation 2, came into force on 28th January. Regulation 2 comes into force on 20th May 2021.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter for more information

AIRWORTHINESS CERTIFICATES
The CAA will continue to accept references, including EASA form numbers, to any EU regulation which
are cited on documents carried by UK-registered aircraft. This includes Certificates of Airworthiness
(CofA), Airworthiness Review Certificates (ARC) and Noise Certificates. These will remain valid until they
are renewed, whereby they will be replaced with CAA references and form numbers.
To minimise the risk of disruption, we are making available a letter available to all operators confirming
the validity of these documents for carriage on UK aircraft.
This letter should be carried onboard the aircraft at all times. The letter is available
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Continued%20acceptance%20of%20certificates%20and%20licenc
es%20with%20EASA%20form%20numbers.pdf
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TEMPORARY UK-EXPORT OF A SAILPLANE/BALLOON and possibly GA
POWERED AIRCRAFT/ HANG-GLIDER/PARACHUTE/MODEL AIRCRAFT FOR A
DAY TRIP, FLYING HOLIDAY OR COMPETITION
A trailer containing a sailplane (glider) or vehicle transporting an hot air balloon is likely to need an ATA
Carnet and Bond and may also be applicable to a GA powered aircraft/ hang-glider/parachute/model
aircraft too. The BGA is currently engaged with Government agencies for sail planes on this issue and
will report details on their website as and when they become available. GA Advocate Phil Dunnington is
due to have discussions with Grant Shapps on this issue and he reports that HMRC are also looking at
non freight movements by road for both NI-GB and EU-GB with internal policy teams so hopefully will
have more clarity in the Spring issue of this Newsletter (May).
With an ATA Carnet, an international Customs document that operates like a passport for your goods, it
allows the temporary importation of goods into countries that are part of the ATA Carnet system (the EU
and 40+ additional countries) and avoids you having to pay unnecessary taxes or duties.
The ATA Carnet simplifies the customs procedure into a single document and makes the importation
process much quicker and easier to handle. To avoid unnecessary border delays and customs
checks the carnet should be acquired in advance of travel.
ATA Carnets cover all goods that are leaving the UK and returning within a 12-month period. They do
not cover disposable goods (oil, fluids) that will be used while out of the country or items that will not be
returning to the UK.
There are two parts to the ATA Carnet:



The processing/arrangement fee of the paperwork (VATable)
The premium/bond (non-VATable)

The Premium/Bond: The second part of the fee is the Premium (also known as a Bond). This can
either be a refundable deposit of 40% of the materials value or a non-refundable insurance premium to
cover the 40% proportion of the premium. As an example, if selecting the latter, the insurance premium
pricing for £100k would be a calculation based on 40% of the value and the duration of the carnet ie 2
months – £288
6 months – £484
12 months – £624. The material can be transported back and
forth regularly throughout the duration of that one carnet. The calculations behind the premium are
based on 40% of the value, however it is not a sliding scale and is not as simple that a £50,000 carnet
would cost half that of a £100k carnet nor that a £200k carnet would be twice the amount.
Applying for ATA Carnets: Carnets are applied for through an electronic portal called ‘E-cert’ and
are processed and posted out next day delivery or made ready for same day collection.The Government
website provides guidance but the information on the Government website for sports and recreation is
currently out of date (March 2017) https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-sports-and-recreationsector-from-january-2021
If you cannot use an ATA Carnet (or do not want to pay the fee), you may be able to use a Duplicate List
to temporarily export your goods instead. As with an ATA Carnet, you do not have to pay customs duty
or tax. There’s no fee, but it’s more complicated than exporting something with an ATA Carnet. The
information on the Government website for sports and recreation is currently out of date.
https://www.gov.uk/taking-goods-out-uk-temporarily/duplicate-list
However, for sailplanes, the BGA has secured an arrangement with the Greater Birmingham Chambers
of Commerce (GBCC) for BGA club members of an ATA Carnet fixed price processing/arrangement fee
of £240+VAT. This is discounted from the standard fee of £330+VAT. GBCC also offer an express ATA
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Carnet service for BGA club members for an additional £35+VAT premium (normally £75+VAT), and if
all the information is available and correct an express Carnet can be turned around in as little as one
hour (Monday-Friday 0800-1600). To access the BGA club member ATA Carnet discount with Greater
Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, when applying please reference your name and either your 2021
FAI Competition Licence number OR your BGA club name and your club membership number

EX-MILITARY AIRCRAFT: DESIGN, RESTORATION
AND CONTINUING AIRWORTHINESS APPROVAL
Updated CAP 1640 guidance for those who are seeking to obtain a CAA Airworthiness approval for an
ex-military aircraft, or who wish to restore, maintain and operate such an aircraft on the UK Civil register.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%201640%20Edition%202%20January%202021.pdf

UK TO REVERT TO PREVIOUS RULES FOR VISIBILITY AND DISTANCE FROM
CLOUD MINIMA FOR FLYING IN VMC
From 20 May 2021, the UK will revert to the rules on flight visibility and distance from cloud in class D
airspace that existed up to 26 March 2020.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter for more information

INCREASE IN AVGAS DUTY
The Taxation (Post-transition Period) Bill (3rd reading 15th December 2020) introduces an increase of
approximately 1.35% in the rate of duty on aviation gasoline, which will apply across the UK to ensure
consistency between Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=2020-12-15a.217.1&s=Aviation#g222.0

NEW AVIATION REPORTING PORTAL
The aviation reporting portal was re-launched for the UK on 5 January 2021
https://e2.aviationreporting.eu/reporting?mc_cid=fb93c43c25&mc_eid=caaaf4ba61
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS section in this Newsletter

AIR SPACE INFRINGEMENTS
Not that any of our members, or members of our member organisations would ever infringe UK air space
while flying – well not at the moment anyway – but should we get to the skies in the not too distant future
and be a tad rusty then the CAA have launched a new series of narratives focusing on infringement
occurrences.
The first one is now available and covers an Airspace Infringement of Class D Airspace in Birmingham
Control Area 1 https://airspacesafety.com/updates
Further narrative scenarios will be uploaded to their https://airspacesafety.com/ which also has lots of
useful information for General Aviation.
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THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
The APPG’s work has been suspended until further notice.

CAA AIRSPACE MODERNISATION PLAN
The CAA is rewriting its Airspace Modernisation Plan (CAP 1711) during 2021 and would like to mandate
ADS-B out at 1090 MHz by 2024 and has published its finalised Airspace Modernisation Strategy (AMS).
The new strategy is in response to the Department for Transport tasking the Civil Aviation Authority with
preparing and maintaining a co-ordinated strategy and plan for the use of UK airspace up to 2040.
See CONSULTATIONS in this Newsletter

CAA NON-EXEC DIRECTOR OPPORTUNITIES
The DfT is looking to recruit three non-executive directors at the CAA. For full details of the these 60
days per annum appointments, for which you will be paid £25,000pa, and an additional day rate of £430
to take part in panel hearings for safety or licensing matters as and when required. Closing date for
applications: 25th February 2021.
https://publicappointments.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/appointment/civil-aviation-authority-non-executivedirectors-2/

NEW: A UK DEDICATED AVIATION DIGITAL RADIO STATION

There will be a way for aviation lovers to get the on-air content they want – 24/7 - with the upcoming
launch of the UK’s first dedicated general aviation station – Touchdown Radio. The London-based
digital station will broadcast an exciting mix of aviation news, weather updates, topical features, and
music to aviation lovers from around the globe. Touchdown Radio is currently licensed to broadcast in 46
countries including the UK, Australia, Canada, and Singapore, with more locations to be added soon.
Touchdown has its own recording studio in its London broadcasting centre and will be the only UK
general aviation station to boast a full digital platform.
Produced by Runway Media, Touchdown Radio aims to give private pilots, aviation lovers and students,
a place to get their music, news, and entertainment in one spot, the station offers something for
everyone in aviation. As well as aviation news, features, and updates, Touchdown Radio passengers will
enjoy music from the 60’s - 90’s, as well as today’s best mix, plus interviews from celebrity pilots and
relevant vloggers. They not only plan on airing music but also having online panel-time with instructors,
the CAA etc. When Touchdown launches, listeners can tune in online, or check-in via the mobile app,
downloadable from Google Play and the Apple Store. https://www.touchdownradio.co.uk
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DO YOU FLY A MODEL AIRCRAFT? FIXED-WING? ROTARY? DRONE?
Checkout the UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS and BMFA sections in this Newsletter and you
can find the Quick Start Guide here to download https://rcc.bmfa.uk/article-16
BMFA CEO, Dave Phipps will once again be holding a Zoom webinar on Thursday the 4th of
February at 19:30 to explain the changes in model flying regulations and discussing Article 16, the
authorisation under which BMFA members are allowed to operate. See BMFA section in this
Newsletter for more information.

MODEL FLYING AND ARTICLE 16 OF REGULATION (EU) 2019/947
Article 16 of Regulation (EU) 2019/947 allows Member States to authorise model flying conducted
within the framework of Associations like the BMFA to be subject to more flexible regulation allowing
them to continue largely as they have in the past. Following extensive negotiation over terms and
conditions the CAA has granted an Article 16 Authorisation to the four primary UK model flying
associations.
See the BMFA section in this Newsletter for more information

CIVIL AIRCRAFT NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE (CANP)
The reorganisation of the RAF’s low flying co-ordination system has led to Low Flying Operations Flight
(LFOF) becoming the new Military Airspace Management Cell. ALL CANP bookings will be handled by
Low Flying Co-ordination SWK-MAMC-Lowflying@mod.co.uk The contact phone number is 01489
443100 and the Freephone number is 0800 51544.
The Military Airspace Management Cell manages the segregation of large areas of airspace for
unrestricted military training and to ensure that the airspace is effectively utilised by military and civilian
flights.
The best way to submit a CANP booking is online https://www.canp.logans.me.uk/bookings.php

EU-UK JOINT TRADE AGREEMENT – GENERAL AVIATION SAFETY
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter

BRITISH AIRFIELD NEWS
For British Airfield news, the good news and sadly some bad news see the Is Your Airfield
Under Threat? section in this Newsletter

ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY
Splashing out an electronic conspicuity (EC) device or you have already bought one since 1st October
2020? The CAA, thanks to funding from the Department for Transport aimed at encouraging more use
of EC in GA, are rewarding you with a refund of up to £250 for purchasing SkyEcho, PowerFLARM and
PilotAware.
Claim until 31st March 2021, or until the funding is used, so apply sooner rather than later, those meeting
the requirements can claim a 50% rebate of the purchase cost of an EC device to a maximum of
£250.00 (including VAT), per applicant, NOT PER device.
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My thanks to Keith Vinning, via Graham Wiley, for the following article about EC and the PilotAware
VECTOR. PilotAwareVECTOR released by PilotAware for all to use for no charge or fee.
Introducing PilotAwareVECTOR:
The DfT and CAA Electronic 2020 Electronic Conspicuity (EC) grant has been a great success. EC
devices tend to be carry-on devices, but some can also be permanently installed with remote antennas
to avoid airframe signal blocking. Until now, other than anecdotal experience and manufacturers claims,
it has not been possible to determine how well the installation of individual EC devices are performing.
However, through significant technological advances this is now possible for all.
One UK company, who has benefited from the DfT/CAA grant and consequently increased sales, is
PilotAware who has been producing low cost electronic devices since 2015. Using the increased
revenue gained from the grant they have voluntarily upgraded their UK ATOM ground stations so that all
individual EC devices can now be detected and their effectiveness plotted on a polar diagram. The
system is called PilotAwareVECTOR and it has been released for all to use absolutely free.
To get a plot of the effectiveness of any EC device one just has to fly for a couple of hours in the major
flying areas of the UK and the PilotAware ATOM GRID network will collect the data to plot your EC Polar
diagram and show how well it is working. The EC technologies it will detect and for which it will plot polar
diagrams are;







PilotAware
Flarm
Fanet+
ADSB from Transponders
ADSB from CAP 1391 devices
Mode-S transponders

I [says Keith] understand that this is a world first service and a very pleasant unintended consequence of
the DfT/CAA Grant.
A good installation will look like this showing that the device is transmitting in all directions and out to
60Kms+.
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On the other hand a poor installation will look like this , clearly suffering from airframe blocking and signal
weakening.

Once the PilotAware VECTOR app has been used and the Polar diagram of your EC device shows that
it is performing poorly all is not lost. The airframe blocking can be minimised by repositioning the device
or better still using remote internal or external antennas to improve the performance.
To get your individual polar diagram visit https://www.pilotaware.com/analysis/vector.
REBATE CRITERIA: Funding is for carry-on or aircraft-fitted devices only. Ground system
components do not qualify for this scheme. The CAA anticipates up to 10,000 rebates will be
available.


Applicants can claim a single rebate of 50% - up to £250 – on EC equipment purchased.



Only equipment purchased from 1st October 2020 until 28 February 2021 will be eligible for rebate.



You must produce a proof of purchase receipt.



You must hold at least one of the following UK issued pilot licences (UK or EASA part FCL):



Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL)



Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL)



National PPL (NPPL)



Sailplane Pilot’s Licence (SPL)



Balloon Pilot’s Licence (BPL)



Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence (LAPL)



Or be a registered member of the British Gliding Association (BGA),



or a member of the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) holding a current

‘Pilot’ rating.
If you are UAS/UAV operator then you must hold an authorisation issued specifically to them by the
CAA (i.e. a permission, exemption or “operational authorisation”).
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HOW TO APPLY
Login or register for an account on the CAA online customer portal.
https://sso.caa.co.uk/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f&wctx=rm%
3d0%26id%3dpassive%26ru%3d%252f&wct=2020-1017T14%3a17%3a53Z&wreply=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f
This is a one-off process so if you have already registered you can log in using your existing account. If
you are registering for a new account, then you will need to wait for an email from them confirming your
account is live. Once logged in to your account on the portal you can complete the EC rebate online
application form where you will be asked to supply details and evidence of your purchase.
Following the completion of your application form you will have the option to either download a copy of
your application form to your device or receive an email copy for your records.
Turnaround time for receiving your Electronic Conspicuity Rebate (including Portal registration) is up to
30 working days. For all enquiries please contact ECRebate@caa.co.uk
For more information:
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/Electronic-Conspicuitydevices/

ALL CHANGE AT CAA UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS UNIT
Sophie-Louise O’Sullivan is the new Head of Unmanned Aircraft Systems of the CAA’s Unmanned
Aircraft Systems Unit. Setting up the Unit in May 2018 she will run both the UAS and GA Units until May
2021.There will be some additional roles in the UAS Unit to support this change and enable her to run
both units but says this change will absolutely not affect the priorities and work plans for GA.

Whilst they will remain separate, she does believe there will be opportunities to understand how the
communities can work together on some of their common challenges - encouraging safety reporting from
our communities, promulgating safety information, our approach to electronic conspicuity and building
new infrastructure in UAS or protecting existing GA infrastructure. She also believes forums are critical
for the CAA to have respectful discussions on policy topics, obtain community feedback, be open and
transparent about their progress on work items at the CAA and share challenges ahead.
The new EU UAS Regulations came into force 31st December 2020 www.caa.co.uk/cap1789 and which
will be applicable in the UK for the next 2 years.
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The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, FAI - The World Air Sports Federation, was founded
in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit making international organisation with the basic aim of
furthering aeronautical and astronautical activities worldwide, ratifying world and continental records and
coordinating the organisation of international competitions. It is recognised by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).
The FAI is now an organisation of more than 100 member-organisations, forming a strong network
linking all those who participate in air sports worldwide.
FAI activities include the establishment of rules for the control and certification of world aeronautical and
astronautical records; regulations for air sporting events which are organised by Member Organisations
throughout the world.
The FAI also promotes skill, proficiency and safety in aeronautics; confers medals, diplomas and other
awards to those who have contributed to the achievement of these aims as well as for work done in the
restoration of old aircraft.
Within the framework of the FAI, each air sport has an International Commission which is responsible for
making the rules for competitions and which generally oversees the activities of their particular air sport
and in achieving these goals, the FAI brings together people who take part in air sports from all over the
world.

FAI EXECUTIVE BOARD elected on 5 December 2020 will serve for a two-year term.
President:
David Monks (UK)
Deputy President: Eric Mozer
Finance Director: Agust Gudmundsson
Directors:
Patrick Naegeli, Pankul Mathur, Graeme Windsor, Marina Vigorito
Secretary General: Markus Haggeney
Vice Presidents:

Robert Hughes, Adnan Zengin, Veerayuth Didyasarin,
Yves Joel Burkhardt, Pedro Cabañero Marimón, Sergey Ananov,
Elizabeth King, Mark Sullivan, Stéphane Malbos, Eric Mozer,
Claude Eschette, Rudy Shri Rajiv Pratap, Hiroyasu Hagio,
Andy Chau, Nikos Makrakis, Stefan Klett, Bruno Delor,
Timo Hyvönen, Jiri Dodal, Elsa LC Mai, Jia Bing,
Ani Stamenova , Malik Wolfgang and Graeme Hill
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FAI AWARDS TO UK AVIATORS 2020
Our congratulations go to:Paul Tissandier Diplomas: Roger Hopkinson MBE and Cliff Whittaker
Antonov Diploma :
Peter Halman
Phoenix Group Diploma: Guy Black
Gold Rotorcraft Medal :
Quentin Smith

NEW FAI ANTI-DOPING RULES FROM 1ST JANUARY 2021
https://fai.org/sites/default/files/documents/fai_anti-doping_rules_2021_0.pdf
The update of the World Anti-Doping Code led also to an update of the TUE (Therapeutic Use
Exemption) application form.
https://fai.org/sites/default/files/documents/fai_tue_application_form_2021.pdf

FAI IN DISCUSSION WITH ADVENTURE AIR RACE FOR NEW AIR RACE SERIES
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is in discussion with Hong Kong-based Adventure Air Race Co.
Ltd. (WCAR), regarding the development of an air race series to replace the discontinued Red Bull Air
Race (RBAR) championship. Adventure Air Race has the endorsement of Red Bull for this project, which
will be called the World Championship Air Race.
Adventure Air Race reached out to the FAI to discuss the provision of safety officers and other technical
support for the WCAR. This support is being coordinated through and with the assistance of the FAI
Aerobatics Commission (CIVA). The RBAR was recognised as an FAI World Championship and it is
proposed that the WCAR have the same recognition. In addition, the format of the WCAR race will
closely follow that of RBAR events – an out-and-return course through gates – and WCAR hopes to
protect this format of racing for their exclusive use.

A LITTLE SOMETHING TOPICAL TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the
Trust prime focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing
the availability of bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1.
The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints, the
Flying for Youth Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to
enhance existing qualifications. The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up
to 24 years of age reach the very highest level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification
or to compete in international or national competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2.
The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance
the presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and
archive documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house
with the RAF Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website
(www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
The Trust held an on- line ZOOM meeting in November 2020 to progress on
- going
committee members were co-opted, Gary Haines (RAF Museum) and Beth Crocker.

work.

New

The Clarke Glider repair had been rescheduled for early 202
1 due to COVID. Similarly, Trust
support to Project Vectis was subject to significant delay because of the pandemic. There are
approximately 18 Cups (some silver) that make up the Spiller Collection.
My thanks to David Bills, Chairman of Trustees, RAeCT, for his report.
2020 has been a quieter year for the Trust. For example, enquiries received via the Collection’s website
are marginally down on previous year.
On the Flying for Youth front, 33 bursaries were awarded in 2020 and, despite significant obstacles
cause by COVID-19 inhibiting air sports, 30% of bursary winners successfully achieved their air sport
goals and were able to claim their bursaries. The Trust had anticipated that COVID-19 would severely
limit air sport opportunities in the year and, at the outset, offered bursary winners the opportunity to carry
over offers to 2021 if they could not achieve their goals in 2020. 19 bursary recipients (60%) successfully
applied to carry forward bursaries to 2021.
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Despite the RAF Museum being closed for much of the year, Trust volunteers were able to work on the
Trust photograph collection and respond to aircraft queries. With the National Archives opening a lot
more records for free, the Trust has been able to find more images to assist rebuilding the Missing
Aviation Certificate Book.
Finally, the Trust congratulates sponsor Peter Cruddas CRAeC on his nomination for a Peerage of the
Reign.
The 2021 Flying for Youth bursary scheme was announced in September 2020 and terms and
conditions and application forms can be downloaded from the Trust website. Applications are welcome
from all air sports, including young Balloon and Microlight pilots; no applications were received from
these two sports in 2020.

Eloy Navarro Fisher Skydiving Bursary recipient

2021 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
The Royal Aero Club Trust is delighted to announce its bursary scheme for young people for the
2021 season

Aged between 14 years and 21 years; or for a follow-on bursary 24 years?


Have a basic air sport qualification?



Wish to advance your air sport qualifications but lack the funds?



Would up to £1,000 help you realise your air sport ambitions?

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 31st MARCH 2021 and must be
submitted through a Sponsoring Organisation, Club or Association.
The bursaries include The Patron’s Scholarships (2 bursaries each worth up to £750); the Peter
Cruddas Foundation Scholarship worth up to £1,000; the Breitling Bursary, worth up to £500; the
Bramson Bursary, worth up to £500; the George Farha Bursary; the John Downer Bursary; the
Andrew Brownsword Bursary and a number of additional bursaries, including one kindly provided by
the Crocker family in memory of the late Jim Crocker and one kindly provided by Pooley Flight
Equipment Ltd. These latter bursaries are worth up to £500 each.
RAeCT awards are open to anyone between 14 and 21 years of age (or 24 years for a follow-on
bursary) wishing to develop their interest in either air sports or aviation.
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Applicants must be UK citizens; resident in the UK and the training and flying can only be conducted at
clubs, associations or training establishments in the UK.
Full details and the rules, as well as the relevant application forms, are available on the Royal Aero
Club Trust web site, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
RECENT CHANGES TO THE BURSARY SCHEME
The Trustees agreed significant changes to the Bursary Scheme from 2015. Following consultation with
previous award winners, the Scheme was extended to permit applications from a wider age range (14 to
21 years); and from light aircraft trainee pilots, who have flown solo.
The Scheme also provides financial assistance to trainee balloon pilots, who have to undertake
mandatory examinations. Moreover, the Scheme is also now open to those who fly drones.
Additionally, a new category of bursary was introduced for well qualified air sports participants aged up
to 24 years. Styled the “Follow on Bursary”, the intention is to encourage committed applicants to
reach even higher levels of achievement through, for example, participation in national and international
competitions.
These new opportunities have encouraged an even wider range of young persons to benefit from
participation in a chosen air sport.
To contact the Bursary Administrator David Bills Bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org
THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 31st MARCH 2021 and must be
submitted through a Sponsoring Organisation, Club or Association.

BURSARY SPONSORSHIPS
The Trust is immensely grateful to all sponsors for their generous financial support vital to enable the
Trust to achieve its goals of encouraging air sport youngsters in their chosen air sport and for the
preservation of the Trust’s aviation memorabilia.
For example, the newly donated Pooley Bursary, announced earlier in the year, and awarded to light
aircraft pilot Benjamin Gilmore training for his PPL at the Shropshire Aero Club has been successfully
claimed despite pandemic restrictions.
The Trust is very grateful to its sponsors who generously provide the funds for bursaries. If you, or your
organisation, would like to assist young people in this way by becoming a Trust sponsor, please make
contact with the Trust or click on “Donations” on the Trust website, www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB MEMORABILIA
The RAeCT’s collection of Royal Aero Club memorabilia is all housed at the RAF Museum and continues
to be available on-line to aviation researchers thereby providing important public access to archival
material. Similarly, the Trust continues to facilitate access to its historic art collection through display on
line, at the RAF Museum and on loan. The Museum, a long term supporter of the Trust, has been
updated with new exhibits to celebrate the Centenary of the Royal Air Force and the place of Hendon in
the history of British aviation. The Trust has contributed a number of items to the exhibition.
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The Royal Aero Club Collection is an archive of aviation material including documents, trophies, models
and paintings dating from the late 1800's to the present day.
Despite the RAF Museum at Hendon being closed for much of the year, Trust volunteers were able to
work on the Trust photograph collection and respond to aircraft queries. With the National Archives
opening a lot more records for free, the Trust has been able to find more images to assist rebuilding the
Missing Aviation Certificate Book. Overall, though, Collection enquiries continue to decline, albeit slowly.
The Trust attended an on- line meeting of Aviation Heritage UK and noted that survival grants had been
made to various heritage organisations.

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Want to give something back to air sports? Interested in the management and future development of
the Trust? Then why not apply to become a Trust volunteer?
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers to further strengthen the Trust Management Team
and assist the Trust in its development in the coming decade. If you have a keen interest in air sports
generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in aviation heritage, fundraising and grant
making, IT, or communications (PR), why not contact the Trust to discuss volunteering opportunities and
the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)

24

25

RAEC MEMBER PROFILE: DAVE PHIPPS
RAeC General Secretary and CEO British Model Flying Association

I have had an interest in aviation for as long as I can remember. I think I must have inherited this from
my father, who also had a lifelong interest in aviation having built model aircraft as a youngster, before
completing his National Service with Coastal Command at RAF Aldergrove in Northern Ireland. I used to
enjoy his anecdotes about flying models as a youngster and recall being intrigued by the part-built Kiel
Kraft Invader pinned to a building board in the loft (which so far as I know is still there).
As a child I often had my nose pressed to the window of the local model shop (Pepperday’s in
Chesterfield) and had numerous ‘pocket money’ flying models.

I always enjoyed trips to the annual air displays at RAF Finningley and, like my father, always ran
outside (and still do!) when I heard an aircraft overhead.
My grandfather was an engineer who used to help various engineering firms around Sheffield and at one
of these firms he got chatting to a toolmaker with an interest in model flying. Knowing that this would be
of interest to me, my grandfather invited him over one evening with a selection of his aircraft for me to
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drool over. The following week, my grandfather called round to see me with a rolled-up plan (for a glider
called the Soarcerer) and a bundle of balsa wood.

https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=8762

This marked the real start of my serious interest in model flying and it seems like only yesterday (not 40
years ago!). I cut the components and assembled my aircraft on the kitchen table. One evening, a friend
of my older brother called in (John) and as an experienced model builder was very interested in what I
was doing. He politely pointed out that there were perhaps some ‘deficiencies’ in my wing construction
and generously offered to call back at the weekend to help me build another ‘improved’ version. I
learned a great deal about model construction from John and he has been my model flying companion
ever since (he was also best man at my wedding). Having completed the aircraft and covered it using
Solarfilm applied using a combination of my mother’s iron and the gas fire, John taught me how to fly it
on the local slope.

Flying The Soarcerer at Callow Bank

I have loved slope soaring ever since and have a selection of gliders to suit a range of weather
conditions.
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A Dave Phipps designed Slope Soarer

I then progressed onto powered model aircraft, the first aircraft being a ‘Stanley Apprentice’. This used a
novel construction, being primarily made from corrugated cardboard. On crashing it ‘heavily’ I converted
the forward section of the fuselage into a concertina, at which point I replaced it with the ubiquitous Chris
Foss WOT4.

Chris Foss WOT4 with JR Laser radio and OS40 MAX

I also constructed my first Helicopter, a Morley Hughes 300C, (Dave and sister Cath)
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and a Chris Foss Centiphase with built up wings. I still have these aircraft almost 35 years later!
As with most teenagers, my flying activities were somewhat disrupted by other distractions (a girlfriend
and then University) but I remained a member of the BMFA and my Club throughout and still managed to
fly at least a handful of times every year.
Throughout my teenage years, I spent my weekends and holidays working for my Grandfather, either in
his workshop or in the workshops of various engineering firms around Sheffield. He used to trust me to
work largely unsupervised on all manner of projects using all manner of machinery, none of which would
have been allowed in these days.
I helped him with a wide range of projects, including the folding frames for ‘solar radiation parasols’ to
cover the cockpits of Harrier Jump Jets being used in hot climates, the manufacture of specialist press
tooling and the manufacture of safety switch mechanisms for waste disposal machines. My grandfather
had started work at a very young age, assisting his father as a colliery engineer. He was a great
advocate for education and was determined that each of his five grandchildren (of which I was the
youngest) should gain good qualifications (which we all did!).
I did my ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels at Chesterfield Technical College where I met my future wife Janine for the first
time in an ‘A’ level chemistry practical lesson. After the lesson, she asked a mutual friend “who the lad
with the mad staring eyes was”, so we had obviously made an impression on each other. We became
friends on a geography field trip to Cornwall. One night we had been out with some friends and were
waiting in the town centre for her father to collect her. He was always very late and it was a very cold
night, so I invited her into my Donkey Jacket (which was the standard uniform for the Phipps children as
my brother and sister both had one too) to keep warm and we have been together ever since. Shortly
afterwards, my father issued her with a Donkey Jacket of her own.
After Chesterfield Technical College, I moved down to London and completed a four-year Honours
degree at North East London Polytechnic (now the University of East London).
Having graduated as a microbiologist, I returned to Derbyshire. Janine felt hemmed in by London and
wanted to return to somewhere with ‘plenty of sky’. We moved into a small hamlet on the edge of the
Peak District which is 1000ft above sea level.
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We got married in 1994 and had our son William in 1996, followed by our daughter Katy in 1998. William
still lives with us, but Katy is a final year vet student in Bristol. Janine had always had horses throughout
her life and had been keeping hers at a local farm.
I started work in the chemical industry and then spent a few years working for Hallam University in
Sheffield, before becoming the Technical Manager at Ronseal for six years. One lunchtime, I popped
out for a sandwich and picked up a copy of the latest RCM&E magazine. I was considering changing
jobs and spotted an advert for the post of BMFA General Manager. I sent my details (out of curiosity
more than anything) and got a call the very next day from the then CEO, Graham Lynn MBE asking me
to go down for a ‘chat’. I was successful in my application and started work at the BMFA in October
2003, taking over from Graham as CEO in 2005.
In 2007, the farmyard and fields at the bottom of our garden went to auction and we were lucky enough
to buy it. Janine now has a ‘collection’ of horses/ponies, so there always seems to be plenty of muck to
shovel and things to repair.

One of the hazards of sharing a flying field with horses
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I’m also exceptionally fortunate to be able to fly some of my aircraft from the horses paddock (at the risk
of being ‘mugged’ for Polo mints), though I mainly fly at my local BMFA Club which is just five minutes
away.
The last 18 years has whizzed by, largely as a result of the additional things I have taken on during this
time which mean there is never a dull moment!
In 2009, the Royal Aero Club was seeking a new Secretary. The BMFA Delegate to the RAeC Council
suggested that I may be able to assist ‘as an interim measure’ to keep the administrative work ‘ticking
over for a while’ but I have been General Secretary ever since.
My involvement with the Royal Aero Club has presented some unique opportunities over the years with
many memorable events, not least the annual presentation ceremonies for the Awards. I also had the
great pleasure of attending a lunch hosted by the Duke of Edinburgh for the Chairmen of the RAeC
Member Associations, as well as having tea with our President, HRH The Duke of York, when we called
in to collect the Queen’s Cup (donated to the RAeC by our Patron, Her Majesty the Queen).

The presentation of the Queen’s Cup by HRH The Duke of York to Fred Marsh, RAeC Vice President.
David Phipps (left), RAeC General Secretary and Patrick Naegeli (right), RAeC Vice Chairman

All in all, it has been an honour and a privilege to work for the RAeC for the last 12 years.
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Dave and his wife Janine:
Receiving Honorary Membership (2012)

Dave and Janine, 2017 RAeC Awards

The BMFA organises the largest model flying contest held over three days in Europe - the BMFA Power
Nationals (which has taken place over the August Bank Holiday weekend at RAF Barkston Heath for
most of the last 40 years). The long-term co-ordinator of the event (Chris Bromley) suffered with some
complex health problems and would often have to retire to his tent during the weekend, at which point he
started delegating ‘command’ to me. When Chris eventually became too ill to take the role on, he put
me forward as his replacement in 2010 - a purely voluntary role which I fulfilled for the next 10 years.
I could not have done this role without the support of a fantastic army of volunteers (including members
of my own family and friends) and staff that make it all happen.

Dave, Janine, Katy and William

Organising such a large public event on an active RAF airfield presents some significant challenges and
seemed to get more difficult with each passing year. In recent years, it felt increasingly like I had only
delivered a successful event ‘by the skin of my teeth’ which had started to make the task more of a
source on anguish than pleasure.
I therefore decided to take the ‘opportunity’ presented by the enforced hiatus in 2020 due to COVID to
stand down as Power Nationals Co-ordinator. I will provide my successor with every assistance but now
look forward to having a little more time to enjoy the summer and hopefully do some more flying!
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When Graham Lynn MBE stood down as BMFA CEO, he asked whether he could continue his work as
Europe Air Sport’s (EAS) Technical Officer for unmanned aircraft. I was happy to oblige as Graham was
already doing a fantastic job and was more conveniently located for travel into Europe than me. Graham
continued in this role until 2014 when he passed the baton on to me due to ill health.
The following year, EASA published their ‘Prototype Regulation for unmanned aircraft’ which was aimed
at the emerging ‘drone community’ but also captured the established model flying community (the largest
air sport community in Europe).
Life has been exceptionally hectic since that time as Europe Air Sports put me forward to serve on the
EASA ‘Expert Group’ working to refine the regulations (and from my perspective make them vaguely
acceptable to our community). This involved frequent trips to EASA’s HQ in Cologne (two days per
fortnight for a period of a few months) and elsewhere in Europe. I never expected that my job for the
BMFA would ever lead to so much international travel (although COVID has put a halt to that).
Having brought the threat posed by the EU regulation of model flying to the attention of the model flying
community throughout Europe, colleagues from Germany, Austria and Switzerland approached me to
join them in forming a ‘Union’ to formalise their support for the work I had been doing on their behalf
through Europe Air Sports. This resulted in the formation of the European Model Flying Union in early
2017 and I have served as President ever since. We managed to agree a reasonable outcome in our
negotiations at EU level, the challenge now being to ensure that the resultant regulations are adopted in
a favourable way by our individual nations. The UK model flying community was the first in Europe to
obtain an ‘Authorisation’ from its CAA, which came into effect just 12 hours before we departed the EU at
the end of the transition period on 31st December 2020. This ‘Authorisation’ allows us to continue
largely as we did before which was our objective from the outset.
Now that model flying has become subject to greater scrutiny from regulators, it seems like the
immediate future will also be extremely busy, with additional challenges such as electronic conspicuity
and remote identification to deal with. The integration of unmanned aircraft into our skies will present
challenges to all recreational aviators over the next few years!
On the off chance that I might find myself bored, I am also Chairman of the Parish Council and the
Village Hall. It is not that I actively seek things to do, perhaps just that I am a bit slow in stepping back
when people are looking for volunteers!
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As my own children have grown up, I have become a bit more active in terms of model flying and have
joined my local BMFA Club. I currently have a serviceable ‘fleet’ of around 25 aircraft of various types
with a couple more in construction and yet more in boxes awaiting construction.

Parkzone Spitfire

Sukhoi SU-29MM

As with many of the recreational aviation activities conducted under the Royal Aero Club’s umbrella, an
important aspect of model flying is the social element and the camaraderie gained from flying with likeminded friends. My wife often comments that model flying appears to be 90% standing around chatting
and only 10% actually flying, which probably isn’t too far from the truth.
There is certainly ‘plenty of sky’ in the Peak District and it is a great base for one of my other passions –
walking in the hills with my family.
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
ANOTHER CHANCE TO WIN A SPITFIRE FLIGHT
Win a fantastic 45-minute flight in the iconic, combat-veteran Spitfire in the BRITISH AEROBATICS
SPITFIRE RAFFLE. The closing date is Wednesday 28 th April 2021. The draw will take place on 30 th
April. The flight, provided by Fly a Spitfire, will take place from the famous war-time fighter station at
Biggin Hill.

The prize is a 45 minute (a minimum of 35 minutes airborne) 'Beachy Head' flight in the 2-seat T9
Spitfire. At the pilot's discretion, you may take control of the Spitfire. The prize also includes a FREE
digital video of your flight, a framed flight certificate, a souvenir Flight Patch and the opportunity for
photographs by the Spitfire you just flew. The total value of the prize is worth over £3,900 and you will
have a 1 in 1,000 chance of winning.
Proceeds from the raffle will go towards the British Aerobatic Team training and support fund in
preparation for World and European Championships. Also, from the proceeds of each raffle, British
Aerobatics will make a donation to The Douglas Bader Foundation who, since 1982, has worked
tirelessly to advance and promote the physical, mental and spiritual welfare of persons who are without
one or more limbs, or otherwise physically disabled. (Registered Charity No. 800435).
The prize recipient must be over 18 years of age. Evidence of age may be required, full Terms and
Conditions can be found at: https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/publications Each ticket costs £20 for this
once in a life-time chance to fly in a real Spitfire! To buy your raffle ticket(s)
https://www.raffleplayer.com/britishaerobatics?email=email1&utm_source=email1&utm_medium=email&
utm_campaign=October20
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COMPETITION 2021 CALENDAR
Below is the provisional calendar showing which events will be held, subject to Covid-19 regulations and
guideline in place.
Full details will appear on the BA website https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/events and opening and closing
dates for each contest will be tightly controlled so they can adapt plans quickly if needed.
April 10-11: Dan Smith Memorial Trophy. Venue: London Gliding Club, Dunstable

Restricted to K21 only and the event will be limited to the first 18 entrants.
Entry deadline: 1st April. Entry Fee: £50.00
April 17 -18: John McLean, Newbold and Icicle Trophies. Venue: Breighton,

Entry deadline: 8th April. Entry Fees: £25 Airfield/Pilot fee is to be paid at registration.
Sports - £50.00 (John McLean Trophy)
Intermediate - £80.00 (Nigel Newbold Trophy)
Advanced - £100.00 (Icicle Trophy)
Unlimited - £100.00 (Icicle Trophy)
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The Icicle trophy will be awarded to the pilot with the highest combined scores of the 2 Advanced
Unknown sequences (open to Unlimited pilots).
May 1-2: Golding-Barrett, Roy Legg and Duxford Trophies. Venue: Sleap Airfield

Entry deadline: 22nd April
Entry Fee: Competiting Pilot £25
Sports - £50.00 (Golding-Barrett Trophy)
Intermediate - £80.00 (Roy Legg Trophy)
Advanced - £100.00 (Duxford Trophy)
May 14-15: The Don Henry, RAS and Golden Snitch Trophies. Venue: Compton Abbas,

Entry deadline: 5th May
Entry Fee: Competiting pilot £25.00
Club - £30.00 (BAeA Club Plaque)
Intermediate - £80.00 (BAeA Medals)
--- Apprentice (Royal Air Squadron Trophy)
Advanced - £100.00 (Don Henry Trophy)
--- Masters (Golden Snitch)
If time is short, Apprentices and Masters will take priority over the Unknowns.
Electronic copies of Advanced Free Known sequences (Aresti or OpenAero, preferably in ".seq" file
format) must be received by the closing date, or the default sequence must be flown
Other events and the competition calendar: https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/events
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
There is a single category of membership (Member), £25 due on 1 st January each year and open to all ie
competing pilots, judges, officials and aerobatic enthusiasts are all welcome and encouraged to join and
support British Aerobatics.
Our aim is to make membership simple, affordable and easy to renew. During the year we will upgrade
this page to introduce an automated renewal option. Each year you will then be sent an email reminder
and your annual subscription would be collected on the anniversary of your initial membership date.
Aerobatic training schools and organisations are encouraged to apply to become a Preferred Training
Partner or Training Centre, depending on the level of competition experience of the principals.
Pilots wishing to compete will pay fees for each competition they enter. Membership is not just about
being a competitor, but about supporting British Aerobatics so includes judges, officials and aerobatic
enthusiasts.
All are welcome and encouraged to join and support British Aerobatics so please encourage anyone you
know who wants to support aerobatics to do so as well.
https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/membership
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BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety,
enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning
and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office libraries;
sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector information; instructor
and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and membership details etc.

NEWS
THE GREAT BRITISH LONG JUMP
The 2020 competition closed at midnight on the 31st October and despite Covid-19 there were still
several entries, all keeping to the Government guidelines in force at that time. Started in 1984 the 2020
competition was under slightly different rules from the original ones in 1984

1984 Competition Rules!

39

My thanks to Allie Dunnington who was a 2020 entrant, along with her son-in-law Nick Dunnington, for
the following report:

LONG JUMP FLIGHT 15TH OCTOBER 2020
PILOTS: ALLIE AND NICK DUNNINGTON
Flying a Cameron A-140 G-CHXF (Retrieve crew: Caroline Fox and Steve Richards)

Take off: North Cotes airfield, near Grimsby
Take off time: 7.53 local

Landing: Aynho, Charlton Road, Banbury

Landing time: 14.10
Total flight duration: 6:20 hrs
Distance flown: 118SM (Statue Miles)

The story:
This was the first time that Nick Dunnington and I, as a team, took part in this challenge and what a
brilliant challenge it was!! So let me start with saying: “Thank you Robin for organising this race every
year and hope we can keep it going! “
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Being somehow both slight greenhorns, we tried our best to prepare for our flight by sorting warm
clothes, instruments, maps, food and drink and most importantly: crew and the weather!
Looking at the forecast, Thursday the 15th sounded like it might allow us a good long run starting from
the North Coast of Lincolnshire and hopefully heading all the way back to Bristol or even further. Winds
were supposed to come from the north-east with a faster gradient coming from more easterly directions.
Studying the air charts, we realized that we had to be careful not to get caught heading too close to
Birmingham as they are very twitchy about their airspace and it would certainly make our life very
difficult.

What people think Long-Jump pilots do the night before flight

Studying how to use the transponder

We had prepared a transponder and I studied the usage of it until late at night whilst Nick was in charge
of sorting out cylinders. Not too many, preferably the most light-weight such as Titaniums etc but also not
too few. And how best to strap them all in?
We chose to use our Cameron 140. Great space, great size. With crew sorted, thanks to Steve and
Caroline, the plan was to drive up to North Cotes airfield leaving Bristol at 2am!! The night was short and
the drive turned out to be longer than expected due to motorway lane closures!
As we finally arrived on the strip (with kind permission of the airfield manager), we found a quite strong
northerly wind blowing slightly across the runway. Donna Nook firing range surrounded our launch site,
but we had clearance from the Range officer.
Since there wasn’t any shelter, we had to put up with it and prepared the balloon as quickly as we could,
hoping to launch with sunrise (7.30am).
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All equipment strapped in, burners checked, I started the inflation but had to rip out after a strong gust hit
us with violence. Starting again after reassembling everything I managed to get the balloon up and we
soon clipped the quick release and shot off! What a relief!

[Even time for a quick departure selfie Ed]

Now the fun part: flying along over the endless wide fields of the Wolds was wonderfully relaxing and
after an hour hands-on the burner we swapped sides and Nick took over control whilst I studied the air
charts and tried to make contact with a military base ahead of us.
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The crew in the meantime followed us on our heels and witnessed many amazed residents who probably
have never seen a balloon in this area! Looking back at our take off winds, we know why!!
The sun came out and I really enjoyed just staring out from the basket into this vast flat countryside.
Silence
Shadows of nearly barren trees, little water canals, ducks, some hares and deer running over the fields.
Time for breakfast and a tiny sip of coffee. One of my biggest worries when we went on our
aeroplane/balloon expeditions was the fact that the Beech didn’t have a toilet on board and we had long
sectors of the Arctic to cross. This flight was posing similar problems.
What to do? Having learnt my ‘ropes’ from that trip, I had prepared for my little plastic Tupper-ware box
and bags. But weirdly enough, not in a total of 6 and a half hours, did I ever feel the urge despite my
coffee and cup soup!

Time literally flew and I couldn’t believe how quick another hour, another swap between me and Nick,
was up.
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Establishing contact with various military stations and coming closer to … we suddenly heard a roaring
sound. Then we saw them: two military jets in a dog-fight at around 5000ft just to the east of us!
Later on during the flight we were sometimes greeted by small private planes coming to say hello and
waggling their wings at us.

Navigation and decision-making on how best to plan forward was certainly the biggest challenge: shall
we still fly lower and slower but having a better heading to avoid Birmingham or should be go higher and
catch the faster but more easterly winds? In the end we decided to hold out until we passed
Northampton. Unfortunately, by this time, we could see dark skies forming to the north and east of us.
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Those clouds went darker and darker and for sure a big rain storm was forming behind us and now to be
seen on the radar and mentioned in various TAFs. Argh, decision time: stop and land or risk the
weather?
We both agreed without too much hesitation albeit a big sad drop in our hearts: it was time to make an
precautionary landing as soon as possible!

Nick being at the controls and both of us scanning the upcoming terrain we finally selected a big field just
north of Oxford/Banbury.
As the balloon touched down at 12-14kt Nick quite cleverly didn’t immediately use the RDS to deflate the
balloon as we wanted to ‘bounce’ closer to the farm and what looked like a track.
This action was successfully accomplished and resulted in 235 steps of ‘bump’.

Our fantastic crew were right behind us and didn’t take too long to find permission from the landowner to
enter the field. Swiftly packing up we searched for a pub to celebrate our adventure but all the pubs were
shut! Thursday afternoon 3pm. Bad time. Luckily we had plenty of our own stock and found a little park
to unpack the picnic and celebratory bottle.
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As we said our ‘cheers’, the heavens opened and it started to rain.
During the two hour drive back to Bristol though the skies cleared again and the rest of the evening was
gin clear and beautifully calm. A further pint at our favourite ‘ballooning’ pub by the docks, the Nova
Scotia, drowned our slight disappointment of not having been able to fly further. But we all agreed: it was
a fabulous experience and a flight not to be forgotten.
So be careful: The Long Jump can be addictive! http://www.thelongjump.com

In the Summer and Autumn 2018 issues of this RAeC Newsletter you can find details and reports for The
Long Jump.
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COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
Calling for any enthusiastic, and committed, BBAC members who would like to contribute to some of the
behind-the-scenes work of the BBAC.
Each year at the AGM, five committee member slots are opened up for nominations for both re-election
of committee members and election of new committee members.
There is equal opportunity for any BBAC member to stand for the committee, so if you are interested,
please get in contact with the BBAC secretary at secretary@bbac.org
Deadline for nominations is 7th February

ONLINE FREE WEEKLY THEORY STUDY SESSIONS
If you are interested in studying for the Ballooning PPL written exams Allie Dunnington is holding an
online free weekly session via Zoom during lockdown, and possibly beyond, on Thursday evenings
between 19.00-20.00 UTC (GMT for those who confuse Local/Zulu/UTC). Contact her f you are
interested balloonjourneys@alliedunnington.co.uk Pilots, instructors, examiners are being recruited to
help run the classes. And it’s open to anyone anywhere in the world!
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing and
providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the UK from
the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to some of the
largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range of
topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for managing
training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
Dr Peter Saundby

Dr Peter Saundby passed away peacefully at his home following a long illness. Peter was a long term
medical adviser to the BGA, Technical Officer (Medical) to EAS and a long term member and FAI Vice
President and President of CIMP, the FAI Medico-Physiological Commission and was a tireless
campaigner for rational legislation at European level in Europe Air Sports.
Peter made a huge contribution over many years to gliding and air sports in general, not only at club
level, in the RAFGSA , BGA and RAeC, but also as an FAI Vice President and President of CIMP, the
FAI Medico-Physiological Commission, and as a tireless campaigner for rational legislation at European
level in Europe Air Sports.
Nobody who ever went on a long walk with Peter will ever forget his tremendous range of interests and
erudition. A towering character.
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Bob Henderson, ex FAI President says of Peter “Peter made a tremendous contribution to air sports in
general over many years and to gliding in particular, serving as an FAI Vice President and President of
CIMP, the Medico-Physiological Commission, and also as a tireless campaigner for rational legislation at
European level in Europe Airsports. He was always an outstanding example to the aeromedical
community and his services to FAI include the fact that private aeronautical activities in Europe owe him
a debt for being instrumental in reducing the impact of the bureaucracy surrounding recreational aviation
without which it would be so much more difficult and expensive for the regular pilot, be he/she flying
gliders, balloons or general aviation to enjoy their sport..
Peter was an example to all of us and he will be much missed.

BGA AGM AND CONFERENCE 2021
The 2021 BGA AGM and annual conference will now take place online on Tuesday evening 2nd March.
Details will be supplied to club secretaries in advance
The BGA expect to hold a an awards event towards the end of 2021.

SIMPLIFYING BGA REQUIREMENTS
Following a review by the BGA Instructors and Examiners Committee, the BGA Laws and Rules
publication 'Gliding Certificate and Endorsements' has been updated to simplify the requirements for the
BGA IFP endorsement, simplify the requirements for the BGA Cloud Flying Endorsement, and to extend
the period in which the BGA Cross-Country endorsement can be completed.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/bga-requirements-guidance/gliding-certificate-endorsements/

THE TED LYS AWARDS 2021
There will be up to 12 Ted Lys Awards in 2021 for the flying related costs of the BGA Assistant instructor
course D module.
Launchpoint will pay for 50% of the receipted flying on a BGA Assistant instructor course D module and
the associated test up to a maximum of £500 for flying that is completed by 31st September 2022. There
is no restriction on application if BGA Instructor training (Modules -A to C) has already been started.
Applications close: midnight 28th of February, 2021
Download and complete the application form https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lys-awardapplication-form/ and submit your completed application and any queries to launchpoint.tl@gmail.com
Ted Lys, was a well-known UK glider pilot who competed in UK National Championships, and in
European Championships as a member of the British Team, from the early 1970s until his untimely
death in 1998. His wife Krystyna and their daughter Karen established awards in his memory. The aims
of the awards are to help qualified UK based pilots to make a rapid advance towards fulfilling personal
aspirations in any sphere of gliding.

BGA ONLINE TRAINING
Any pilot who is planning to become an instructor needs to attend a BGA Teaching & Learning/A module
seminar. This FREE, online Teaching & Learning seminar covers the theory of how people learn, Threat
& Error Management, teaching tips, and several other important topics. It’s also an excellent refresher for
any instructor who helps to coach instructors.
MODULE C: 13th March 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/c-module-13th-march2021/
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MODULE D: 22-28 March 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/d-module-22nd-28thmarch-2021/
MODULE C: 27th March 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/c-module-27th-march2021/
MODULE D: 29th March – 4th April 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/d-module29th-march-4th-april-2021/
MODULE D: 5- 11 April, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/d-module-5th-11th-april2021/
MODULE D: 12-18 April 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/d-module-12th-18thapril/
MODULE D: 27April – 3 May 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/d-module-27thapr-3rd-may/
MODULE C: 1st May 2021, 09.00-18.00 https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/c-module-1st-may-2021/

Launchpoint replaced the Caroline Trust in 2017 and aims include providing opportunities to experience
gliding and facilitating participants at all stages to expand their horizons in the sport. Applications are
open to all. The small team of Launchpoint trustees are all actively involved in gliding and administrate
the trust as volunteers. All donations and gifts are allocated to the charity’s beneficiaries, apart from
minimal administration costs.
The Caroline Trust Awards have helped over 400 young people by providing bursaries towards presolo or early post-solo flying. Caroline Award bursaries have sparked interest in gliding, resulted in longterm participation in the sport, and led to careers in aviation. The awards operate on a monthly cycle with
a fixed number allocated each month. Applicants will be asked to write a brief summary of why they
should receive the bursary. Also, to help raise awareness of the Trust and generate further funds,
recipients will be encouraged to write about their activities and how the bursary made a difference to
them. All you need to be eligible for a Caroline Award is a keenness to learn to glide and membership of
a British Gliding Association affiliated gliding club.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/caroline-trust-application-form/

IS YOUR CLUB IN NEED OF FINANCIAL BOOST?
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund (PWMF) is a fund established in 1978 in memory of the late BGA
President, Philip Wills, to encourage “the promotion of sporting and recreational flying in gliders”.

If your club would like to be considered for a loan from the Fund, or if you or your Club have a proposal
which you think should be considered by the Fund, please talk to us please go to this link to download
the appropriate application forms. https://members.gliding.co.uk/pwmf/
or start by emailing
Stephen@srlynn.co.uk in the first instance.

50

TEMPORARY UK-EXPORT OF A SAILPLANE - FOR A GLIDING/FLYING
HOLIDAY OR COMPETITION
See the RAeC News and Information section in this Newsletter for more information

UK NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 2021
If you are interested in learning more about future competitions and awards please contact the BGA
office 01162 892956 or email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports a
country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure within
which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
AGM 2021
The BHPA AGM 2021 will be a live AGM starting at 11.00 and streamed on the BHPA Facebook page
from Nottingham’s Belfry Hotel. Should Covid regulations and lockdown not allow this then the venue will
be the BHPA HQ’s Leicester Office.
Should this be the case it is hoped that a Zoom-style facility can be used for members to contribute.
Details will appear on the BHPA website and Facebook page.

My thanks to Joe Schofield for the following reports:Sadly there really is very little to report.
No competitions at all, but a growing calendar for 2021, though we can’t be optimistic that ANY of the
stuff will actually take place.
XC LEAGUE WINNERS
Despite a truncated season, XC-minded pilots have done still made their mark on the XC leagues. British
team pilot Alex Coltman (Gin Leopard) led the paragliding league by a head and shoulders, his 868
points more than double the score of 2nd-placed Steve Watts (Advance Omega X-Alps 3, 415 points);
Jake Herbert (Ozone Zeno) was 3rd on 356 points. 123 pilots made scoring flights.

Alex Coltman (Gin Leopard)

The hang gliding side was no less keenly contested, but by far fewer pilots. Jeremyk ‘Soperman’ Soper
took the laurels with 386 points – uniquely, in recent years, without any triangle multipliers. Hard-
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charging Andy Hollidge (Wills Wing T3C) was not far behind on 336 points with Marek Pisarek (Atos VQRace) third on 256. Only 12 pilots made scoring flights in the hang gliding league; the word among some
pilots was that the season was so far gone when the green light came in July that there seemed little
sense in entering anything.

Jeremyk ‘Soperman’ Soper

Online, the WorldXContest site lists Britain’s Guy Anderson as overall winner of the Open Class on
2,778 points with Seb Ospina in 3rd place only 195 points behind. Switzerland’s Philippe Leuenberger
led the Serial class and Italy’s Manuel Dondi the Sport class, with Yael Margelisch as top woman pilot.
Glauco Pinto was top flexwing hangie.
STEVE BRAMFITT FOR X-ALPS

The tenth Red Bull X-Alps event is scheduled to start at Salzburg on June 20th, 2021. 33 pilots from 17
nations will complete in paragliding’s toughest, and most high profile, event. Among a total of 14 new
entrants is British Open regular Steve Bramfitt, 35, originally an accomplished acro pilot but more
recently an exponent of hike-and-fly.Steve is a professional tandem pilot at Interlaken, but has found the
time to compete in three VercoFly events in Switzerland and two Swiss Opens. In 2018 he came 2nd in
the Bornes To Fly event, 3rd in the Jura Hike and Fly and 10th in the X-Pyr; in July this year heflew in
the Pro Race element of the Eiger Tour around Grindelwald. He will be supported inthe X-Alps by
Matthijs Groeneveld, himself an accomplished Swiss-mountain paraglider pilot.
Red Bull publicity will ramp up as the event approaches. Behind the razzmatazz, the pilots know they will
have to travel 1,000km by foot or paraglider through often-inhospitable alpine terrain. They will endure
pain, fatigue and possible injury to avoid elimination and reach the finish. Although consummate flying
skill and ultra-fitness are required, in the end the high cards are strategic thinking and mental fortitude.
The X-Alps 2021 route will be announced on March 16th.
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FREE FLIGHT PROVISIONAL 2021 CALENDAR
May
22 - 23
(P) Dragon Hike and Fly Race
http://crickhowellparagliding.com
23 - 5 June (P) World Paragliding Championships
http://vollibre.tourisme.coeurdesavoie.fr

Crickhowell,Powys

Coeur de Savoie, France

June
4-5
(P) Buttermere Bash Buttermere, Cumbria gordon_oliver@hotmail.com
06 - 12
(P) Freedom Open competition
Tolmin, Slovenia
https://airtribune.com/freedom-open/info
13 - 19
(P) Naviter Open competition
Tolmin,Slovenia https://airtribune.com/naviteropen/info
16 - 26
(F) World Paramotor Championships Linhares, Brazil http://wpc2020brazil.com.br
July
04 - 09
(P) Fly Further competition Tolmin, Slovenia https://airtribune.com/flyfurther2021/info
18 - 31
(H) Hang Gliding World Championships
Kruševo, North Macedonia
11 - 15
(F) British Open Paramotor Championships Wingland, Lincs
www.ppgcomps.co.uk
24 - 25
(A) UK Paragliding Accuracy Nationals
North Luffenham, Rutland
http://bhpa-accuracy.org.uk
26 - 31
(P) BGD Weightless competition
Gemona,
Italy
https://airtribune.com/bgdweightless/info
August
1 – 7 (P) British Sports Class Championships
Gemona, Italy
https://airtribune.com/british-sports-championships-2021/info
28 - 30
(A) UK Classic Accuracy Nationals TBC http://bhpa-accuracy.org.uk
October
7 - 16(A) Paragliding Accuracy World Championships Prilep, North Macedonia
https://hgworlds2021.mk

P: Paragliding event
H: Hang gliding event
A: Accuracy event
F: Paramotoring event
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and
enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to
further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to
represent them in national and international matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
BMAA YOUNG PERSONS BURSARIES
BMAA Young Persons Bursary applications are open until 31st March 2021. Anyone wishing to apply
should follow this link: https://www.bmaa.org/try-microlighting/young-person-s-flying-bursary
NEW PHONE TRANSFER SYSTEM AT HQ
The system now can put you through to the relevant staff member even if they are not at the HQ.
If you have a licence application, permit validation or aircraft modification in the system, please check the
BMAA website “Where is My Paperwork” link at the bottom of the relevant page for your applications
progress before ringing.

BMAA AGM
The BMAA are holding their AGM on 8th May 2021 and this year will be a virtual AGM to ensure that it
goes ahead no matter what happens with events.

BMAA AWARDS CEREMONY
The BMAA Awards will in all likelihood be awarded during the virtual online AGM. Each year the BMAA
Council considers nominations from members and the Council for several BMAA awards.

THE BMAA MEDAL: "In recognition of long and distinguished service to microlighting".
THE CHAIRMAN’S TROPHY (The gift of the BMAA Chairman): "For outstanding and heroic personal
achievement".
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STEVE HUNT MEMORIAL TROPHY: Awarded for outstanding Microlight Achievement.

BRIAN COSGROVE AWARD: Awarded to the sports unsung Hero or Heroine

KEITH NEGAL TROPHY:
Awarded "For getting things done"

BMAA PHOTOGRAPHIC TROPHY:
The year's best photograph in the
“Microlight Flying” photo competition

THE PATRICIA ANNE TROPHY: Awarded to any lady member who has distinguished herself in either
flying or working for microlighting.
BMAA ENGINEERING TROPHY: Awarded by the BMAA Technical Office for the best non-professional
design submission.
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SSDR RALLY
The BMAA will be hosting the very special BMAA ‘Freedom Rally (SSDR)’ at Enstone Airfield,
Oxfordshire, over the weekend of 9th to 11th July 2021. Following the success of the previous events,
and the cancelling of the 2020 event due to the Covid-19 pandemic, they expect an even bigger turnout
of new and old single seat aircraft. As well as SSDR aircraft, they look forward to welcoming microlight
pilots of all types.
The event is also becoming a great social occasion attracting microlighters from all over the country
intent on enjoying a weekend at a super airfield with like-minded people. There will be a BBQ held on
Saturday organised by Angela at Enstone Flying Club. You will need to pre-book with Angela
angela@enstoneflyingclub.co.uk
Aaron Bliss the BMAA Licence and Instructor and Examiner Administrator will be at the rally Saturday
and Sunday. He is a qualified 'R' Examiner so if anyone needs their Microlight Ratings re-validated we
will be able to offer this service over the weekend. Please remember for re-validation to bring your
logbook and full licence.
For registration https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/ssdr-2021-registration
Anyone interested in speaking at or sponsoring the event please contact Kelly at kelly@bmaa.org or
write to British Microlight Aircraft Association, The Bullring, Deddington, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX15
0TT

ANNUAL MICOLIGHT TRADE SHOW AT POPHAM AIRFIELD
The BMAA have confirmed their stand at Popham Airfield for the Microlight Trade Show (Saturday
114th and Sunday 15th August 2021) and will be holding an open forum for members.

600KG MICROLIGHTS
By the end of February 2021 600Kg UK microlights should be legal to fly here.
What does this mean? It means a more useful payload, slightly overweight lockdown passengers – as of
course all pilots have been carefully watching their weight (and balance) and importantly a wider market
for UK microlight manufacturers and a better choice for microlight schools and owner pilots whether they
purchase a UK model or not.
Geoff Weighall, the BMAAs CEO, says “plans for pilot licencing for heavier microlights are going well and
should just be a case of appropriate differences training for current microlight pilots and for those already
flying heavier aircraft they probably won’t that”.
Roger Pattrick, BMAA Chief Technical Officer is part of the review team looking at the airworthiness
codes used both here and abroad to harmonise as much as possible.
The CAA is reviewing UK manufacturing requirements, hopefully will mean some degree of
harmonisation with non-UK requirements, and could lead to more free flow of aircraft.

TRAINING IN KIT/AMATEUR BUILT AIRCRAFT
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The CAA have agree in principle the use of these aircraft, though there will in all likelihood have some
conditions attached, and again hopefully will be up and running during the first half of this year.

THINK YOU’RE TOO OLD TO BE A FLEXIWING INSTRUCTOR?
If you fancied qualifying as a flexiwing instructor or instructress once we’re out of lockdown, and are over
the age of 35, well you now can AND you can also apply for a bursary from the BMAA to do so. Now that
can’t be bad news!
Under a new trial scheme the BMAA will fund a portion of the cost of an FI course to a successful
bursary applicant. To get onto a course you must be recommended by a flying school who is also willing
to take you on, and supervise you, as a newly qualified FI(R).
Contact geoff.weighell@bmaa.org for more details

BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas
with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the
Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club
delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to the
running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If passed,
the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by the organisation and published in the
"BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
The new EU UAS Regulations came into force 31st December 2020 www.caa.co.uk/cap1789 and will be
applicable in the UK for the next 2 years.

The BMFA National Centre at Buckminster

4 years in to a 35 year lease and the Centre is looking good don’t you think! A positive start has been
made on the hard surface for the control line hard circle, approximately 1500 tonnes of soil has been
removed, but not wasted as now at the lower end of the Centre’s site. The runway and hedges have all
been cut and tidied and hopefully once lockdown is relaxed again the Centre will be open for business as
there is already a pretty full calendar of bookings.
Good news is that the 2021 season tick will remain at the same price as 2020.
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My thanks to Martin Dilly for the following contributions:
The Covid restrictions continue to play havoc with any organized model flying events, but, ever
optimistic, some disciplines have posted their contest programmes on the BMFA website and are now
waiting to cancel events a weekend at a time. Meanwhile the National Model Flying Centre at
Buckminster is closed for the duration of the current restrictions.

ACHIEVEMENT SCHEME REVIEW COMMITTEE ONLINE PRESENTATIONS
Spawned by the lock-down, a series of webinars on Tuesday evenings called “In the Air Tonight” started
in December and have covered several model flying disciplines. Starting with a presentation marking the
one thousandth edition of Aeromodeller magazine, other speakers have explained radio aerobatics,
control-line speed, radio pylon racing, scale, free-flight and the RC Achievement Scheme.
All are now on the BMFA’s YouTube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM5Wnxt6mDG8J6fwd5Wqo9Q
While it is still not really possible to visit clubs for a traditional club talk until venues are opened up fully
once more, Andy Symons is more than happy to host a virtual club talk using Zoom. Contact him at
andy@bmfa.org

BMFA ANNUAL DINNER AND AWARDS AND 36th FREE FLIGHT FORUM
The BMFA annual dinner and awards presentation in November was not possible, as neither was the
36th Free Flight Forum. However, despite the ramifications of Covid both were successfully held via
Zoom. The AGM, annual dinner and awards presentation in November was an on-line version of the
AGM and, later, the presentations took place on Zoom.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLo79Vit4LQ The number of clubs registering for the AGM was up
on those attending in person in previous years.

BMFA COUNCIL 2020
CHAIRMAN: Ian Pallister
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Peter Halman
HONORARY SECRETARY: Mark Benns
RECORDS OFFICER: Simon Vaitkevicius
CONTROL LINE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Meredith Evans, Tony Hebb and David Wiseman
FREE FLIGHT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Mark Benns and John Carter
SCALE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Paul Rich, John Minchell and Roger Warman
SILENT FLIGHT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE: Mike Proctor, Alan Flockhart and Peter Allen

Appointments are for a two year term
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BMFA AWARDS 2020
SMAE Fellowships: Chris Allen, long-serving member of the Scale sub-committee and Maurice Doyle,
the driving force for model flying in N. Ireland
Honorary Membership SMAE: Mick Lewis
SMAE Medal: David Tappin, Graham Kennedy and Ian Newton
The 2020 BMFA Chairman’s Award, went to Club Support Officer Andy Symons for his tireless work
on the Association’s on-line systems in the face of the Covid difficulties.
The Ralph Malmstrom Trophy: Derek Knight
The Arthur Mullet Trophy: James Gordon
The Roger Bedford Memorial Trophy: Tony Shortell
The Graham Lynn Rose Bowl: Dempster Hamilton
The Kath Watson Trophy: Andy Symons
BMFA Certificate of Merit: Ian Taylor, John Siddsaff, Louis Rea, Matthew Hoyland, Michael
Dudley, Richard Bishop and Walter Mutimer

BMFA Achievement Scheme Award Winners were: Charles Lee, Peter Pocock, David Holyoake,
Joseph Kemp and David Blakemore

36th FREE FLIGHT FORUM
The 36th Free Flight Forum was also successfully held via Zoom covering topics ranging from “What
Next for a Lady Flyer” to “Simulated 3D Flight Dynamics and Electronic Flight Stability”; it also had an
increased ‘attendance’ compared to 2019.
Our club support officer, Andy Symons, has become the Zoom guru and the BMFA’s two Zoom accounts
are in use daily. Some of our 800 clubs have taken out Zoom accounts for meetings and seminars, so
the phrase ‘It’s an ill wind…” comes to mind.
During 2020 several meetings have been via Zoom rather than in person and this has resulted in savings
of around £2000 per meeting in travel costs; the intention is to hold the majority of BMFA Council
meetings this way in future.
An extensive membership survey was carried out towards the end of the year and resulted in a very high
response of around 30% of our members; maybe the £1000 ‘lucky dip’ prize was an enticement.
Apparently a rate of 8% or so is normally considered a good return.

2022 CENTENARY
Next year sees the centenary of the BMFA, or at least of the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers,
which was its more cumbersome former title, and plans are underway to mark this. Much will, of course,
depend on the state of the nation’s health, but the fact that aviation pioneers like Richard Fairey, A.V.
Roe, Frank Whittle and Sydney Camm caught the aviation bug through model flying is sure to feature.
Thanks to an enormous amount of time spent by BMFA CEO Dave Phipps, with help from Cliff Whittaker
and Large Models Association secretary Rob Buckley, UK model flyers were the first in Europe to obtain
an Article 16 authorisation; the UK left the EU 12 hours after the regulations came into effect.
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The new regulations allow for alternative sets of rules to be applied to unmanned aircraft. The 'Open
Category' rules set out in CAP722 can be used by anyone in the UK, regardless of whether they are
members of any club or association and, amongst other things, include a ban on flying above 400ft. The
Open Category requirements will not apply to BMFA members flying in accordance with the terms and
conditions of our Article 16 Authorisation.
Model aircraft below 250g which are operated in accordance with our Authorisation are subject to the
terms and conditions of the Authorisation. However, in most circumstances they may also be operated
within the Open Category instead and so be flown in accordance with the basic requirements outlined in
CAP 722 for an aircraft of less than 250g without a camera (i.e. no registration, competency or age
requirements but operation limited to less than 400ft).

ARTICLE 16 AUTHORISATION – CAP 722
Article 16 of Regulation (EU) 2019/947 allows Member States to authorise model flying conducted
within the framework of Associations like the BMFA to be subject to more flexible regulation allowing
them to continue largely as they have in the past. Following extensive negotiation over terms and
conditions the CAA has granted an Article 16 Authorisation to the four primary UK model flying
associations.
Article 16 CAP 722 authorisation for model aircraft & drone flying from 1 st January 2021 for BMFA
members
https://rcc.bmfa.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/20201215-UK-Model-Flying-Associations-UAS-7068Article-16-Authorisation.pdf

There have been some small updates to the BMFA Guide. See https://rcc.bmfa.uk/article-16
Please note the Authorisation itself has not changed. The updated sections are:
Section A
Part 5.1 - Pilot Competence
Part 14 - Declaration of understanding of our Article 16 Authorisation
The BMFA Quick Start Guide can be download here https://rcc.bmfa.uk/article-16
BMFA CEO, Dave Phipps will once again be holding a Zoom webinar on Thursday the 4th of
February at 19:30 to explain the changes in model flying regulations and discussing Article 16, the
authorisation under which BMFA members are allowed to operate.
You can register for this informative webinar at:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/7616081155190/WN_sDA5ecxcSmKQqDaQBtX6cQ
Places are limited, but a recording will be made available to view afterwards https://rcc.bmfa.uk/

FORTHCOMING 2021 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-Event-Calendar
where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you can fly there, be
it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer. Many events and competitions have been cancelled due to
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
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TEAM GB MANAGER VACANCY
A Team Manager is needed for the 2021 F3k World Championships, to be held 9-14 August 2021 in
Martin, Slovakia. Martin is a city in northern Slovakia, situated on the Turiec river, between the Malá
Fatra and Veľká Fatra mountains, near the city of Žilina.
The successful applicant should have a sound and recent, working knowledge of all aspects of the FAI
F3K Championship class and the FAI Sporting Code. Active participation in the class would be an
advantage.
Duties include Team preparations before the Championships, booking of team accommodation and dayto-day management of the team during the Championships.
The ability to manage a Team, good interpersonal and communication skills are prerequisites.
Applicants should send their relevant short CV to Mike Proctor, Secretary, Silent Flight Technical
Committee by February 24th to mproctor1@gmail.com

Scale F4 World Championships
Tonsberg Norway 17th - 24th July 2021
Team GB in the F4C and F4H classes are:
F4C: Dave Knott - Hurricane Mk1 (1/5 Scale); Steve Jackson - Avro 504; Richard Crapp - Stampe SV4e

AVRO 504 – Steve Jackson

1st Res = John Carpenter - Howard Pete; 2nd Res = Dave Toyer - Tiger Moth

F4H: Dave Knott - Hurricane Mk 1 (1/6 scale); John Carpenter - Howard Pete; Brian Wood - P47
Thunderbolt
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Hurricane Mk1 – Dave Knott

1st Res = Dave Toyer - Tiger Moth; 2nd Reserve = Roger Warman - Piper Super Cub
Team Manager is Graham Kennedy and an Assistant Team Manager will be appointed shortly.
SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk

BMFA WEBSITE https://bmfa.org
The BMFA website has kept members up to date with the constantly changing government advice on
Covid restrictions complicated by the fact that these vary from country to country of the UK.

Alan Jack launches his F1C model at a Free Flight World Cup contest in Poitou; 4 seconds of engine run
at 30,000 rpm, then converts to glide for around 6 minutes.
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THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)

https://bdra.uk
The BDRA is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV racing
and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within the model
aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.
Drone racing is growing and a record numbers of pilots are in the BDRA who always seems to be
something coming up to make people go WOW!.
If you would like any more information on drone racing then please see https://bdra.uk or visit their
Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/BritishDroneRacing/?ref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARANICP1FhVb5kHPF4PpbKQvYz4Jz_kqz_PGpUznrbNUS0FBGudA43Zt86RxdYunsZ36ChNvg43T7-1
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying competitions within
the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at international competitions
organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too quickly
forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video https://vimeo.com/57272236
New members, flying and non-flying, are always welcome. Contact http://www.precisionflying.co.uk for
further information.

NEWS
It is with great sadness that I report on the deaths of our Chairman, Rodney Blois, and of long standing
BPPA member John Fisher.

RODNEY (RODDY) BLOIS 12th of November 1941 – 7th January 2021

Roddy Blois
My thanks to Terry Holloway for this obituary:
Rodney Blois - always known as Roddy- was not only Chairman and a founder member of the BPPA he
represented Great Britain internationally with huge success over very many years in Precision and Rally
Flying competitions and World Championships, but was also President of the General Aviation Council
(GAC) of the Federation Aéronautique Internationale and a flying adventurer.
In 2009, whilst flying on a round the world flight in a single engine aeroplane on a northerly
circumference of the world, which had included Russia, Kazakhstan and China, he experienced a total
engine failure whilst flying over cloud at 12,000 feet over the inhospitable and mountainous terrain of
Alaska. Some 80 nautical miles North West of his destination at Anchorage, he put out an emergency
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“mayday” radio call while he rapidly descended through the cloud heading for a small mountain airstrip
he had identified on his satellite navigation equipment, which fortunately was within gliding distance. All
attempts to restart the engine failed and faced with an engine off landing on a very short gravel strip,
which at only 600 meters long was far too short for normal operations of his type of aeroplane he
exercised all his skills, and experience as a precision pilot, by safely landing the aeroplane with just
meters to spare. Amazingly, the strip was the only one within 50 miles and served the finest Hunting
Lodge in Alaska.
Within minutes of his safe landing, an all-terrain vehicle arrived at the airstrip and conducted him and his
passenger to the Hunting Lodge where they enjoyed champagne, roast salmon and venison for two days
whilst the aeroplane was repaired. Blois had entered the USA through Nome in Alaska, and having
crossed the international dateline there was uncertainty in the minds of the US authorities over his date
of arrival in the USA. Consequently he was pursued by US Homeland Security authorities on his
subsequent journey across the USA. The US authorities finally caught up with him at Oshkosh just as he
was about to take the podium for an interview by national television about his round the world flight!
Rodney John Derek Blois was the second son of Sir Gervase Blois, the 10th Baronet Blois of
Grundisburgh and Cockfield Hall. His elder brother Charles became the 11th Baronet on the death of his
father on the 22nd of May 1968, but “Roddy” inherited his father’s estate of Cockfield Hall in Suffolk on
condition that he lived there and maintained the property. He did that until 1995 when prohibitive
maintenance and repair costs necessitated its sale and he moved to Hill Farm in the village of Yoxford
where he developed a private air strip which became his home and flying base. From there, in his
Cessna 172 G-KTAT with its long range tanks, he was able to reach Copenhagen or Cannes in a single
hop.
Blois was educated at Harrow school and on leaving school he joined his father at Cockfield where he
pursued a number of business interests. One of his early aviation businesses was the import of
Microlight kit aircraft which he assembled and sold. However, on his first solo flight in one of his
machines, caught by a gust of wind close to the ground, he crashed and ended up in a ditch and that
ended his interest in that particular type of flying machine!
Blois learnt to fly, almost on a whim in 1967 having travelled to Luton for a trial flying lesson, which was
originally planned simply as a joy flight. He was immediately hooked and commenced flying training at
once, gaining his PPL(A) after just six weeks. Later that year he purchased his first aeroplane, a Cessna
150. A full instrument rating was to follow, and in the early 1980s he began his long relationship with Air
Rally and Precision Plying.

He amassed almost 10,000 flying hours, which is an almost unimaginable achievement for a Private Pilot
and during his 54 remarkable years of flying, mostly in his own Cessna 172 aeroplane, and invariably
flying solo, Blois flew throughout Europe, Africa, the former Soviet bloc and the USA. He was assessed
as an exceptional pilot and his flying ability and achievements were recognised by the award of a Master
Air Pilot Certificate by the Guild of Air Pilots and Air navigators, which was a huge accolade.
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Blois almost lived a playboy lifestyle. His first car was a gull wing Mercedes and he enjoyed the fast life
living close to the edge. In every respect, he was utterly fearless. He had a love of fine food and fine
wines and on returning from trips to France the back of his aeroplane was invariably loaded with cases
of wine. [I know only too wel,l as coming back from competing as Roddy’s Navigator in a recent French
Regional Rally competition the back space and most of the rear seats were occupied with not only our
cases and competition equipment but 11 cases of champagne! Ed].
He was an expert scuba diver and an accomplished skier. Two years ago, a friend of Roddy’s
encountered him in Zermatt, where his lean and fit body was squeezed into a tight all in one bright red
ski suit, slightly faded, but with a prominent gold R on the zip and a yellow bobble hat.

The friend remarked that although he looked like a complete idiot he was skiing like a God and as he
hurtled down a demanding Black Run a female voice was heard to yell “Roddeeee I knew it was you – I
recognised the suit from back in the 1980s”.
He was also a highly accomplished and enthusiastic horseman, particularly enjoying Polo and Hunting.
On one occasion, following an evening engagement, he dressed in his Hunting attire for breakfast at his
London Club before taking a taxi to an airfield on the outskirts of London in order to fly to Suffolk ready to
ride as soon as he arrived back at his airstrip!
In some ways Roddy presented the archetypal dotty “English gentleman abroad”. At FAI events he was
always resplendent in a well-tailored, but faded, grey summer suit and wearing a panama hat. His
French accent presented the image that he might have been taught to speak by Winston Churchill, but
behind that colourful exterior was a highly intelligent and very able brain. Blois was a kindly soul and a
very generous and engaging host who was always the life and soul of any party. He had the capacity to
party well into the wee small hours- well after younger persons had long retreated to bed. As a President
within the FAI, his diplomatic skills were in frequent demand, and his skilled and highly proficient
speeches at international events at various opening and closing ceremonies will be long remembered by
the participants. Had he not pursued his chosen vocation, Blois would certainly have been a most
wonderful career diplomat.

68

Blois particularly enjoyed female company and it was said that he could charm the birds from the trees –
and he did! He married Lady Elizabeth Giffard – always known as Caroline, on the 2nd of November
1968. There were two daughters from that marriage, Camilla born in 1970, and Susannah, born in 1972.
The marriage was dissolved in 1992, and in 2007 he married Celeste Goschen at a memorable and
stylish ceremony in Tuscany. At the time of his death he and Celeste had been living apart, but
nonetheless they remained the closest of friends.
Blois was High Sheriff of Suffolk in 1989. He held the Freedom of the City of London and was a Freeman
of the Worshipful Company of Gunmakers. He was a member of the Royal Aero Club, the Royal Air
Squadron and The Flying Farmers.

Hans Schwebel, acting FAI GAC President, and his wife Ursula compiled heartfelt tributes and fond
memories from all around the world: https://fai.org/news/fond-memory-rodney-blois

Chris Barnes, fellow BPPA member says of Roddy:I first met Rodney at a Precision Flying competition in 1984. It was my first event and I remember him
being so supportive. The next year we were off to Florida as members of the British Team in the World
Championships!
Since then Rodney has been a constant presence in the Team, has flown the British flag all over Europe
in his beloved Cessna 172, and borrowed other aeroplanes to do so in South America, South Africa,
New Zealand to name but a few. Over the years he flew countless competition tracks to exacting
standards of track and time, and performed thousands of spot landings, the latter standing him in good
stead when he famously dead-sticked a Saratoga, in which he was c-opilot for the owner, from 11,000
feet through cloud to a remote dirt strip in Alaska.
Rodney was the long-standing Chairman of the British Precision Pilots Association, and in recent years
had been elected as President of the General Aviation Commission of the FAI, a position in which he
was held in great esteem by delegates from all over the world. In his capacity as GAC President, he
would give a speech, declare a Championship open, then change into his flying kit and try to win it! Great
stuff!
There have been many memorable trips. To Castellon over the Pyrenees.

Castellon 2017 WRFC: L-R Dave Reid, Chris Barnes, Judith Wordsworth, Roddy Blois

To Zagreb through the Alps. To Denmark many times along the Friesian Islands. To Austria, Hungary,
Czech, Slovakia, Portugal. The list is endless.
His many international friends meant he was a perennial invitee to their own Championships, in
Denmark, France, Germany. He was always so enthusiastic, so competitive, but after the flying was
over, he really was the life-and-soul.
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Competitors at the Guernsey Rally became used to Rodney flying away with the winners’ trophy.

2017 Guernsey Air Rally

His home was decorated with cups and trophies, photographs and mementoes, from all over the world.
I was particularly proud to fly with him as the British Team in the World Air Games in Dubai. Here we
were flying over the desert, sand and sand and more sand, and using sandpaper as a map. No not
really, but the features were rather few and far between. In the final fly-offs, we were jostling for a minor
place, but we posted a better score than the Gold medallists. So Rodney always thought that morally, we
were the World Champions. He was very proud of that.
His GAC Presidency also meant he was constantly busy with paperwork and communication. Travelling
to many FAI conferences all over the place and he had been very influential with the Chinese helping
them open up their GA activities.

Last year he was in Wuhan advising on their first competitive event and acting as Chairman of the Jury.
Only weeks before his passing he had hosted the annual GAC plenary meeting on-line. The very
successful event, and the extensive list of planned future events, was highly praised by the FAI and is a
tribute to Rodney’s enthusiasm, drive and professionalism.
His flying life also had other facets, of course. He was a member of the Royal Air Squadron and partook
of many of their long-distance epics. Re-creating the Charge of the Light Brigade in Crimea, taking the

70

route of the Aeropostal from Toulouse to Dakar, and becoming a member of the exclusive
“Earthrounders”. He also took part in the London – Sydney Air Race.
At the World Rally Flying Championships in Stellenbosch in 1991, we celebrated Rodney’s 50th. This
year the Championships will once again be at this favourite venue in South Africa. So we were going to
celebrate his 80th this time. We still will.
Blue skies, Rodney.

Paul Smiddy, fellow BBPA Member says of Roddy:Roddy, one of the pre-eminent GA pilots of his generation, died on January 7 2021, aged 79. He gained
his PPL at Luton Flying Club in 1967, and soon acquired a Cessna 150 which was in due course
replaced by a C172.
In 2001 I recruited him to join our crew for part of the London-Sydney Air Race. He was PIC on the first
leg Biggin Hill-Cannes. Biggin was clagged, leaving many antipodean competitors unsettled. But getting
to the Cote d’Azur in rubbish weather was meat and drink to Roddy. He negotiated some direct routings,
taking us near the top of the leader board. He used his IR to the fullest, not the least on his many
overseas forays with the Royal Air Squadron of which he was a keen member.
In 2009 he completed a Round the World flight via the Northern route in a PA32, but suffered engine
failure over Alaska, caused by contaminated fuel (fortunately whilst at 12,000’). Unsurprisingly perhaps
for a man with his well-honed piloting skills, he pulled off a landing into a nearby 600m dirt strip, and
enjoyed 3 days of partying at the adjacent hunting lodge!
The following year he was awarded a Master Air Pilots certificate from the Honourable Company of Air
Pilots – a rare honour for a GA pilot.
Having been a stalwart of the British team in world championships for precision and rally flying for since
1984, Roddy eased into supervisory roles.
He became President of the FAI’s General Aviation Commission (which oversees air sport) in 2015, after
having been UK representative on it for some time. With strong diplomatic skills, he gained friends all
around the globe - possibly helped by his enthusiastic, if Churchillian, French.

JOHN FISHER

1943-2020

John Fisher

John’s co-pilot Sky
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My thanks to Malcolm Evans for his remembrances of John Fisher.
I first met John when he first came to Pembrokeshire and bought Lamphey garage and a house down by
the Castlemartin range.
John had done some rallying in cars but had no interest until we were taking one day about flying and
John thought he might learn. Next weekend we went to HWest to see who would teach him. Bob FordSagers my instructor at HWest had left so no instructor, the nearest being Swansea. John Rees came up
with a plan (as he very often did) why not ask one of the pilots at Brawdy if they could fill the gap so all
Johns initial training was by two ex Red Arrows pilots Stumpyer and Roy Barber. Having got his licence
(grumpy at Swansea was the examiner at the time) John bought a Cessna 150A (straight tail and
manual 40 degree flaps.
The C150 proved to be an ideal aircraft for precision and rally flying which I introduced John to. He could
only compete in UK competitions because he had a garage to look after. Our first Competition together
was Dawn to Dusk photographing all the lifeboat stations around the coast of Wales and England in one
day. He was kind enough to lend me his aeroplane to compete further afield.
John first represented Great Britain in the World Precision Flying Championships in New Zealand in
1999, and along with his team mates not in their own planes but in ones hired for the competition and 81
competitors from 23 countries attended.

John Fisher (L) and Malcolm Evans (R) talking to Irish competitor David Abraham

However John’s maiden flight as a passenger in a light aircraft didn’t go too well, he was promptly sick.
And his second, third and fourth flight all ended in a similar, sorry fashion. It would have been
understandable, sensible even, if he had admitted defeat and found a hobby at ground level. But by then
John was well and truly hooked on flying. So much so that he learned to fly and gained his Private Pilot's
Licence.
His first solo was in a Cessna 150 that he had bought a share in in 1982/3. The C150, G-AVAR,
belonged to the syndicate that started the Pembrokeshire Flying Club in the early eighties. The syndicate
eventually sold the plane and John decided that buying another was simply too easy ... he would build
his own! The aircraft took shape in a workshop behind his business at Lamphey Service Station and
was to be his plane for the next 20 years, before he did the same thing all over again, this time ending up
with a two-seater Vans RV 7A.

2020 FAI WORLD RALLY FLYING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The 2020 FAI World Rally Flying Championships in Stellenbosch in South Africa are now due to take
place in November 2021.
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
The British Skydiving and controls all aspects of skydiving on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
They are a democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to organise, govern
and further the advancement of Skydiving in the UK.
Skydiving is one of today's most exciting sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and
the freedom to make the skies your own! Enjoyment, exhilaration and limitless challenge are available
even to the absolute beginner. And at its highest level, skydiving is an intensely competitive sport which
requires finely tuned skills, intimate knowledge of the air and perfect body control. Many of their teams
and individuals compete at international level and have received numerous medals and world records.

NEWS
AGM 2021
British Skydiving hosted its first online Annual General Meeting on 30th January 2021. Members were
invited to vote on resolutions by their election partner, UK-Engage. The results of the resolutions will be
reported on in the Spring issue of the Newsletter together with details of recipients of the Star Awards
and the Mike Forge Trophy for Skydiver of the Year 2020.
The event was streamed on Skydive the Mag YouTube Channel and on their FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/BritishSkydiving/

DILYS PRICE COMMERATIVE ARTWORK
Nathan Wyburn, an international and critically acclaimed artist, is embarked on a new artwork project to
commemorate Dilys Price, the world's oldest skydiver, who died on 9 th October 2020, aged 88. The
artwork, a portrait of Dilys, will be made using photos of skydivers.
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Dilys didn’t start skydiving until she was 54, after completing her first ever jump to raise money for
charity, and she completed 1,139 solo jumps - including one aged 81 in 2013.
She was the founder of Touch Trust, a Cardiff charity which offers unique movement education and
touch therapy for individuals with learning disabilities, autism spectrum disorders and other vulnerable
groups with complex needs. Dilys was awarded an OBE for services to people with special needs in
2003, and received a lifetime achiever award at the National Diversity Ceremony. She was also
honoured with a Pride of Britain award in 2017, and became the face of fashion brand Helmut Lang
when she was 86.
Nathan has requested skydivers send their favourite skydiving photos
angel@britishskydiving.org or via Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BritishSkydiving

either

to

My thanks to Angel Fernandez for the following reports:

BRITISH SKYDIVING IS 60! HAPPY BIRTHDAY

2021 marks the 60th Anniversary for the Association. Formed in 1961 in a small house as the British
Parachute Association, we have grown from a handful of members to an average of around 5500
dedicated skydivers and 10 full time staff.
The first chair of the Association was Mike Reilly who held the seat for 2 years. Since then, we have
seen a further 14 Chairs, 17 Vice-Chairs, 7 treasurers and hundreds of committee members and
volunteers walk through various doors including our current HQ.
In those 60 years, the association and its members have helped make the sport safer, more accessible,
provided hundreds of athletes with opportunities to represent Team GB at events around the world and
many of our members have taken part in numerous European and World records.
We’ll also be sharing more details of our rich history, our members’ achievements and memorable
stories throughout the year on social media and in the Magazine, SkyWings.
In 2019 and as part of our strategic plan we rebranded to British Skydiving. We are marking this special
year with a logo that brings together the new branding and our heritage. You’ll all be pleased to hear that
we are also planning an event to commemorate our anniversary, Covid allowing, and we’ll be releasing
details soon of how you can get involved and celebrate with us.
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NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Following the close of voting at noon on Monday 11 January, we are pleased to announce the results of
the British Skydiving 2021 Council Election.
The election was for the three 3-year seats that came up by rotation. Alex Busby Hicks, Eleanor
Southworth and Rob Spour will begin their terms at the AGM on 30 January.

Anthony Busby Hicks

Eleanor Southworth

Rob Spour

Congratulations to all those who have been elected and our sincere thanks to everyone who stood for
election.
Election Results:
Candidate
Rob Spour

Number of Votes Percentage*
462
53.5%

Alex (Buzz) Busby
Hicks
Eleanor Southworth

427

49.5%

332

38.5%

Jack Davies
Kieran Brady
Ben Samuel
Jason Kelleher
Ayad Al-Tuhafi

271
243
165
113
85

31.4%
28.2%
19.1%
13.1%
9.8

Result
Elected for 3
years
Elected for 3
years
Elected for 3
years

*Percentage of the number of members who voted for candidate
Summary:
Total number of ballot papers issued: 3570
Total number of members who voted: 863
Turnout: 24.2%

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2021/22

Online renewal is available from 1 March 2021 https://britishskydiving.org/membership/
The full member subscription for the new membership year from April 1 2020 to March 31 2021
is £110.11. For joint members, the subscription is £199.31. The prices remain the same as last year,
the current insurance indemnity limit also remains the same at £10m.
Members who joined in April, May or June 2020 are entitled to the discounted rate of £82.59. Joint
members who joined in the same period are entitled to the discounted rate of £149.49.
Tash Higman, Treasurer, said “In these unprecedented times, we didn’t feel we could ask the members
to pay more than last year, although we have been using our savings to carry on doing what we do –
oversee safety (including COVID guidance) at all affiliated PTOs, conduct training where possible and
support all members in developing their skills in the sport.”
Full and Joint Members can renew online by login into your member account. Online renewal for the new
membership year will be available from March 1 2021. Please do not try to renew online before then!
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The PIMS online membership facility is available for:

Full members

Joint Members

Ratings’ include Instructors, Riggers, packers, pilots and any other rating that must be
‘signed off’ can also be done online.
To reduce our carbon footprint, renewal reminders are sent via email.

INSTRUCTOR COURSES

Due to the continuing risk of Covid-19, British Skydiving made the decision to cancel all our events for
the time being, including Instructor Courses. PTO’s returning to skydiving is not necessarily an indication
that is safe for instructor courses to restart, so unfortunately, whilst social distancing remains in place
and continues to be strongly advised by the Government, we consider that we are not yet in a position to
resume the delivery of our instructor courses. It may be several months before we start again. Social
distancing will almost certainly mean that we will need to reduce the size of the courses, as we are likely
to need a lower maximum capacity for the classrooms, buildings, and aircraft.
We understand that this may be frustrating for some members, but on a positive note, it will allow more
time for future course members to get back in the air safely and to prepare for their respective courses.
We will be reviewing the situation as further guidance is issued by the Government, our medical
advisers, and by consulting with those PTOs who are hosting courses, so that we can be confident that
we can deliver our courses safely for all candidates and examiners.
As soon as we are able to restart, we will notify members who are currently waiting to attend an
instructor Course, giving as much notice as possible.

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a
collegiate level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA
Nationals, and positions include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club Liaison.
Want to get involved? Email mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more. There are over 30 affiliated university
clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most importantly socialise with! Members range
from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to graduates with hundreds of jumps who
help film, coach and organise at BCPA events.The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues to
allow clubs to compete against each other both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as well as
club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8 or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the
BCPA Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find that success here can help to convince their university
to allocate them more funding for the subsequent year!
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and
physical stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them to
find new confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them to
view their future with greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

2021 SCHOLARSHIPS
2021 applications have closed. Keep a look out in this Newsletter and on the FSDP website for details of
the 2022 scholarships.
The aim of Flying Scholarships for Disabled People is to challenge and inspire; build up confidence, selfesteem and future aspirations.
The FSDP Preliminary Selection Board meets in February each year, and a short list of 18 candidates is
drawn up after all the year’s application forms have been assessed. Successful applicants will be invited
to the Final Selection Board, which lasts for three days and which will take place at RAF Cranwell in
Lincolnshire at the end of March. This involves interviews with the Selection Panel, an informal chat with
the Flying Instructors, a medical, an assessment of your ability to access a light aircraft and a
straightforward multiple choice test. Accommodation and full board are provided at no expense to the
scholars at RAF Cranwell.
Scholarships are undertaken at Flying Schools in the UK and are of three or four-weeks duration and will
include a maximum of 16 or 21 hours flying tuition with associated ground schools in either a PA-28 or a
Microlight. The costs of flying training, ground school, accommodation and food are all covered. The
scholars are responsible for their own travel costs and it is essential that they have their own vehicle to
get to and from the Flying School. Scholars usually go in groups of two, so it is important to emphasise
that the ability to interact with people who they may only have met briefly at Cranwell is vital. The main
objective of the scholarship is to provide a life changing experience and an improvement in both their
confidence and self-esteem.
Scholarships commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are
introduced to their instructors and scholar training partner(s).
You can apply for a FSDP scholarship if you are:






Between 18 and 70 years of age
Weigh 115 kgs or below (230 lbs)
Registered disabled
Resident in the UK
Allowed to drive by the DVLA

Complete the online interest form: https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/
Whether a candidate is successful or not in being awarded a scholarship they gain an awful lot through
the process and often continue to stay in contact with FSDP and new friends made at Cranwell.
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THE BIG WING
Sunday 31st January 2021 not only saw the cut off for 2021 Scholarships application close but also the
launch of THE BIG WING.

2020 has highlighted the importance of community and staying connected. With that in mind everyone at
FSDP have been working hard to introduce a new feature to their website – THE BIG WING.
Designed by FSDP Scholars for FSDP Scholars THE BIG WING aims to bring the whole FSDP together
in one place. No matter where you are on your flying journey BIG WING will be an amazing source of
information; to share experiences and support and to FSDP to listen and talk to Scholars, both past and
present.
On the BIG WING will be the latest FSDP news; information about the people Scholars will meet on their
journey; and supporter specific news. The Big Wing Lounge is a forum for everyone to be able to chat
freely or privately with other Big Wing Members, to discuss current and new topics. You'll be able to join
the FSDP Flying Club here, where you might be able to get together and share the cost of a lesson or
flying hours with other people, or if you have a spare seat on a flight, see if anyone would like to join you.
Whatever your topic from disability to flying, from leisure to learning you can ask your fellow Big Wingers and offer advice - you can also offer us some feedback on what you'd like to see added, or any
comments that you might have so that we can continue to make this a great place for you to be!
All FSDP ex-scholars and key supporters will be able to order their FREE THE BIG WING T-shirt. If you
are a Scholar, you will have a coloured version depending on your year of scholarship, eg pale blue for
2010 – 2019, orange for 2000 – 2009, black for 1983-1999T-shirts are unisex and you can choose your
size.

If you are a key supporter of FSDP, you could get one of these THE BIG WING T-shirts if you received
an invitation on Sunday 31st January and signed up!
The FSDP aim to get as many disabled people in the air in 2021 as they possibly can, Covid regulations
permitting, in order to change their lives through the exhilaration and freedom of the air!
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and sanctioning
authority for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport known as
formula one air racing and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF associations it
sanctions those air races around the world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series. FARA is also the
international sanctioning body for the new electric air racing formula, Air Race E.
The series is run by Air Race Events and led by world-leading air racing promoter Jeff Zaltman, the man
behind the globally successful Air Race 1 series (the gasoline-powered equivalent) and is open to any
team with the necessary qualifications according to the rules of the sport and Formula Air Racing
Association (FARA) will work closely with registered teams to ensure competing pilots are certified to
race as part of the future qualification process.
FARA’s mission is:
• To sanction all existing and future Formula Air Racing formats globally.
• To promote Formula Air Racing and develop participation both nationally and internationally.
• To provide training, mentoring, assessment and licensing of any pilot wishing to take up
Formula Air Racing globally.
• To provide technical and regulatory guidance and liaison with regulatory bodies, sporting
federations, event organisers and industry practitioners in relation to the running of FARAsanctioned Formula Air Races and the operation of formula race aircraft.

VETERAN-OWNED OUTCAST: FIRST PARTNER IN AIR RACE E SERIES

Möbius Aero, a Founding, Official Team of Air Race E, has today announced veteran-owned OUTCAST
Watch Company as its first team partner ahead of the inaugural race next year.
Coinciding with Veteran’s Day, a national day to honour military veterans and those who have served in
the United States Armed Forces, Möbius is proud to announce the partnership with the Texas-based
company founded and owned by Kevin Junkans, an 11-year veteran of the Army.
Serving as a SSG in the U.S Army, Kevin was deployed to Afghanistan from 2002 to 2003 with the 2/504
PIR, 82nd Airborne Division.
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Upon his return to the US he served as the Sniper Section Leader for his new unit.
As a contractor for the Department of State from 2010 to 2013, Kevin was assigned to the security detail
for the Deputy US Ambassador to Iraq. In 2017 he left the security sector and founded the OUTCAST
Watch Company.
When asked why he partnered with Möbius, Kevin stated, “When [Mobius] asked me to come on board I
jumped at the chance....Yeah, we want to win, but seeing what happens when this technology pushes
everything forward… we’re super excited about that.”

For the full interview with Kevin, visit www.mobiusair.com/outcast or visit the team’s video channel at
https://rumble.com/vb0nlf-special-veterans-day-annoucement-outcast-watch-company-partnership.html
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FARA IS SEEKING A PART-TIME SECRETARY GENERAL
The Secretary General will have day to day responsibility to lead the operations of the organization,
working alongside the President and other Directors of FARA.
FARA is about to enter a new phase of development and expansion internationally and will require
significant effort in the following areas: working with regulatory bodies; establishing and approving rules
for formula races; promotion of the sport; developing new commercial opportunities; administrative and
accounting tasks; leading and building the team; and, eventually, growing membership and participation.
The duties can be performed remotely, but ideally based in the United Kingdom.
Candidates must have extensive experience in the air sports industry and be able to function with the
utmost competence and professionalism on a strategic level all the way down to the daily detail.
The chosen candidate will have a proven track record and an impeccable reputation already established
in aviation. He, or she, must have a native level fluency in English, a proven track record in air sports
(and ideally air shows), experience dealing with civil aviation authorities and sports bodies, and come
with a strong list of references.
A deep knowledge of air racing is desirable (and eventually will be necessary). They will have excellent
communication skills and a diplomatic approach to be the face of FARA, but equally a heavy-lifter ready
to roll up his or her sleeves with an unmatched passion.
Remuneration: This is a part-time contract role, roughly one day per week, and will be paid on a
retainer basis (plus expenses) at a competitive rate.
If interested in this position please send your CV and cover letter to the Formula Air Racing Association
at info@formulaairracing.com

For more information about FARA go to https://airracee.com
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http://www.hcgb.co.uk
The HCGB membership represents almost all of the private helicopter owners and pilots in the UK and
actively encourages social flying and many members regularly participate in the organised events as well
as organising an annual calendar of events ranging from lunch fly-ins, cross channel weekends, visits to
military establishments and breweries and covering just about anything you can think of doing. The
HCGB was founded in 1966 to promote the sporting and social use of helicopters but in recent years the
HCGB has come to the fore in defending freedom to fly from new restrictions and expensive &
unnecessary equipment requirements.
Members of the HCGB form the British Helicopter Team and compete nationally and internationally in
the World Helicopter Championship and the Helicopter World Cup both at home and overseas. Annually
the HCGB holds its own UK competition event.

NEWS
DENNIS KENYON 1932 - 2020
Dennis was universally respected for his talents and known and loved by so many people. A world
helicopter display champion, instructor and columnist Dennis Kenyon died in hospital in October 2020.

He trained as an RAF pilot on Meteor jets before flying Canberra high altitude bombers. He left the
service to join Spooner Aviation at Shoreham and was based there for many years selling helicopters,
Enstroms, Bell JetRangers and Hughes 500 before starting his own business.
Dennis won the 1992 Freestyle Display World Helicopter title and competed in four world championships
and continued to fly well into his 80s, making his final display at the age of 85.
Our condolences go to his family and friends.
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FAI GOLD ROTORCRAFT MEDAL 2020
Congratulations to Quentin Smith who has been awarded the FAI Gold Rotorcraft Medal for 2020.

The Medal was established in 1993 to reward a particularly remarkable achievement in rotorcraft
including use as a sport vehicle or eminent services to the development of rotorcraft over an extended
period of time.

NEW YEARS HONOUR FOR HCGB MEMBER ANDREW TAEE

Andrew has received the Award in recognition of 25 years of support and exceptional achievements on
behalf of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital and his other charitable works. The Award came as a
complete surprise to Andrew.
The HCGB congratulates Andrew on his achievement!
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of
ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had
predominantly been the preserve of the better off.

NEWS
NEW MEMBERSHIP 2021 FEES
Membership Fees for 2021 have had to be increased as insurances have increased by +30%. The good
news is that permit and engineering fees have remained the same as for 2020.
However, by paying by direct debit you might keep your membership fee the same as for 2020 or be
paying even less for 2021! All you need to do is when its your renewal time, contact LAA HQ and ask for
instructions how to change your membership payment method.

2021 LAA RALLY
A note for your diaries for 3rd, 4th and 5th September 2021. Next year’s Sywell rally will celebrate the
75th Anniversary of the formation of the LAA’s predecessor, the Ultra-Light Aircraft Association in 1946.
It will be both a celebration and a welcome reunion of those who can’t get together this year. It will be
one heck of a party!
22nd May at Sywell Aerodrome will also be the launch of the LAA ’75 GB Tour, subject to Covid
regulations/guidance in force at the time, finishing at Leicester Airport on the 31st. A flexible event
where you can take part throughout the whole of it and visit England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland or just participate for a day.
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Overnight stop-overs are planned near where there are local Struts and Clubs who can offer lifts to local
B&B’s/hotels and maybe a social event. David Faulkner-Bryant established the first Strut fifty two years
ago.
For the less experienced touring pilots a way to get some touring flight time with experienced pilots along
the route, and with a Meet the LAA Day planned with the Strathtay Strut and Scotish Aero Club in
Perth (May 28-29) it all sounds great fun.

LAA HQ
The LAA offices are closed to visitors, other than by appointment, dropping off documentation or picking
up merchandise. Permit renewals etc will continue to be processed, but as many staff are home-working
it is recommend that you contact LAA by email: office office@laa.uk.com or engineering
engineering@laa.uk.com

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
UK entries have closed for the “A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS” FAI’s Aviation Art
Contest 2021 and focuses not only on the flying itself but on the friendships that are created and
nurtured on the ground as well as in the skies when practicing air sports.
For more information: contact UK LAA Aviation Art co-ordinator Anne Hughes struts@laa.uk.com

Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment Sport Flying Video
Competition
The Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment launched a sport flying video competition
allowing LAA members to share their passion in a competition to submit a video of their aircraft or their
flying and was the brainchild of LAA engineers Mike Roberts and Joe Hadley, who are now keen to
repeat its success. Joe said “We hope to run the competition again in 2021 with a less restricted flying
season and perhaps even more entries, in the LAA’s 75th Anniversary year.”
The video could be a documentary discussing your build or restoration project, its challenges and ups
and down, or it could be a fast-moving, action-packed film with multiple shots showing your hot ship or
vintage biplane dancing amongst the clouds, edited to dramatic music. The format and content of the
video was entirely up to the participant and between 1.5 and 15 minutes in length and demonstrating
the fun that can be had with an LAA permit aircraft.

THE WINNERS
A light hearted look at what de Havilland Chipmunks got up to during the COVID lockdown has taken the
top spot in the Light Aircraft Association and Pooleys Flight Equipment sport flying video competition,
netting its maker Tim Watson from Norfolk, £500 of Pooleys equipment or merchandise. He, and the
makers of the other top three videos, will also have free LAA membership for 2021.
The winning entries were
1st: Tim Watson “Covid 19 - A Chipmunks Tale”. £500 Pooleys merchandise voucher plus a year’s free
LAA membership
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBdTDC_LssA&list=PLKAJ4MzRWdHa3Hm2WRwkwGKK3x3RN_w
2j&index=2
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2nd: Trevor Bailey and Mike Waldron “CARRY ON SE5”. £300 Pooleys merchandise voucher, plus a
year’s free LAA membership.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGrIsNfc8V4&list=PLKAJ4MzRWdHa3Hm2WRwkwGKK3x3RN_w2j
&index=5
3rd: Richard Goodwin “Building the Ultimate Biplane” a £200 Pooleys merchandise voucher, plus a
year’s free LAA membership.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbplOFzULc&list=PLKAJ4MzRWdHa3Hm2WRwkwGKK3x3RN_w2j&index=6
In addition, a fourth film, John Rogerson “Lovells Spitfire” was just a single point behind the top three,
and was awarded “Highly Commended” and a year’s free LAA membership.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ael4PSPEr0Y&t=4s
Thirteen videos were received, creating a difficult choice for the judges with the runners up slots each
separated by just a single point. All the entries available to view on the LAA YouTube channel playlist
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKAJ4MzRWdHa3Hm2WRwkwGKK3x3RN_w2j

Join YES (Youth & Education Support) It’s Free!
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s also free.
YES the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, working together with LAA Clubs,
leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to –
educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with
aviation.
There are changes afoot! Watch this space for news on what is happing at YES.
Just down load the membership form and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the
Youth Education branch of the LAA, delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of
today. https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free

FLYBOX AVIONICS 10% LAA DISCOUNT
Another addition to the LAA Members Benefits scheme. Just go to LAA website home page
www.laa.uk.com - go to Member Area – Member Benefits – click on the company you wish to oder from.
Other companies offering LAA members a discount are Adams Aviation, Airbox, Air Courtage
Assurances, Air Team Images, Pooleys Flight Equipment, Varley Red Top Batteries and Airpart.

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and
meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting
to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly
meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and
help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and
are dotted around the UK
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BRISTOL STRUT’S ZOOM MEETING TUESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2020
Flying in Oz 2019
Fiona and Angus Macaskill

My thanks to Mary Leader, of Bristol Strut, for her report on their November Zoom presentation.
Fiona gave us the presentation in 3 unequal sections.
First thing to note – Australia is BIG – the size of the whole of Europe or the whole of North America.
Fiona and Angus would be touring the Western half of this vast country.
Having bought a Jabiru J160D in 5 days Angus revalidated his Australian Licence on arrival. It would be
too long and drawn out for Fiona to obtain one, although she did most of the actual flying.
Equipped with OzRunways, the Australian version of Sky Demon, desert ‘safety’ equipment, lifejackets
and everything they had bought from the UK, they set off West from Perth (in the South East corner) out
to sea to Rottnest Island (about 1/2 hour) then back to the mainland and north 310 miles to Shark Bay.

As navigational features are very sparse they went IFR – I Follow Roads…. Then it was on to Coral Bay
in the North West Corner of this continent.
A further 5 hours flying North East took them over Exmouth, with its magnificent gorges and also many
salt mines which had brought wealth to the country, to Port Hedland and the Sandfire Road Lodge in the
Northern Territory.
Fiona found that booking accommodation on a daily basis over the three week expedition was best as
they were never sure if they would have to divert from their general plan.
This was the case when bad weather, thunderstorms almost 200 miles away which they could clearly
see, prevented them going up to the top of Australia to Darwin from Derby so, in true general aviation
style, they changed plans and fly south east instead.
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Flying in approximately 300 mile legs they flew over the Tanami desert, passing over Fitzroy Crossing to
Halls Creek then again followed the only roads around past places like Kalkarindji to Tennant Creek
which was almost deserted. Because Fiona and Angus were so far north near the Equator,
temperatures were rather uncomfortable, around 40 degrees, on the ground and in the air causing many
thermals. They even had to use a hand held fan to keep the navigational iPad cool.
Most of the time they could use Mogas and the locals at airport stops sometimes helped transport them
to town, with the empty cans they carried. There are restrictive rules on alcohol purchase due to the
prevalence of alcohol abuse problems nationally among the native inhabitants, especially in the outback.
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Stop over at Border Village between Southern Australia and Western Australia

Their general plan now was to get to Alice Springs and flying at 6000 ft the Ghan railway was a great
navigational aid as it runs south from Darwin to Adelaide, passing through Alice Springs. Most of the
flying was done using the CTAF – Common Terminal Advisory Frequency. Angus and Fiona carried out
an early morning flight to Uluru (Ayres Rock) to see the spectacular sunrise effect upon the enormous
rock.

Here also is a very strict route around the rock flying at 7400 ft and not permitted to fly over the rock itself
as it is regarded as a sacred area by the indigenous people.
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They continued further south, leaving the Northern Territory and on into South Australia to Coober Pedy
airfield. Around this area they saw evidence of many digs for opals, visited an underground church hewn
out of solid rock and then on to Mount Ive near Lake Gaidner – a dry salt lake where the salt up to 1
metre deep.
Now it was time to turn west across the Nullabor Plain and along the Great Australian Bight, crossing
state into Western Australia, stopping at Cocklebiddy, Balladonia, Esperance and Bremer Bay in the
south eastern corner of that state.

The Great Australian Bite
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Rather than go North West straight back to Perth they flew around the coast to Denmark, the ‘Cornwall’
of Australia and a hidden treasure: cool, green and very beautiful. With a few days to spare they did a
final detour back into the desert to take a look at the vast gold mines at Kalgoorlie: miles of open cast
mines.

Kalgoorlie: open cast mines

They finally turned west, returning to Perth, leaving the little Jabiru at Northam, to return for another
flying adventure in 2020, but that’s another story!
Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an interactive map
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html

OTHER CLUBS ASSOCIATED TO THE LAA
There are also a number of other Clubs associated to the LAA that are dedicated to a specific aircraft
manufacturer or model. The Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., can offer
social activities and useful technical support for owners or those interested in that particular type.
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (affectionately known as “The 3Rs”) is
mandated to oversee British handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to
oversee National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens. If you are interested in
setting an Aviation Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then contact Geoffrey Boot,
Record Coordinator at geoffreyboot@gmail.com
Handicap air racing is both an exciting sport for pilots and a spectacle for spectators. Raced as a 100
mile race, over a 25 mile course, starting and finishing at the aerodrome, with flying no less than 500 feet
above ground level! Race pilots flying solo, or with a Navigator, compete for some of the most
magnificent aviation competition trophies and fly many different types of fixed wing aircraft from several
variation of Vans RV, Robins, Bulldogs, Pups, Grummans, Monsuns, Cessnas – including a C172
floatplane, Pipers and a SIAI Marchetti.
The 3R’s have been looking at aircraft with Rotax 912 engines to able to compete and opening out the
membership of this exciting AirSport http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/rotax-912.html
And who knows maybe even electric race aircraft in the future too!

NEWS
My thanks to Dave Moorman, acting Aviation Secretary for his report:

AGM 2020
Several of the 2020 committee members stood down at the online AGM held in November 2020 and I
would like to pass on the gratitude and thanks of everyone associated with the 3Rs to Tim Wassell,
Joanne and Mark Turner and Clare Goodall for the massive amount of hard work and commitment they
have all contributed during their time on the committee.

Our new Chairman is Simon Tilling, British Air Racing Champion 2018
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The 2021 Committee comprises:
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Acting Aviation Secretary:
Treasurer:
3Rs Representative on the RAeC Council:
Pilot Representative:
Chief Handicapper:
Chief Steward:
Chief Marshall:
Clerk of the Course:
Records Co-ordinator:
Marketing & Publicity:

Simon Tilling
Dave Moorman
Dave Moorman
Cliff Hawkins
Dave Moorman
Dave Moorman
Matt Summers
Sean Roberson
Ian Scarborough
Guy Hook
Geoffrey Boot
Anastasia Romanova

2021 SEASON
We have been busy making plans to get back to competitive
aviation and yes, there WILL be a
season of air racing this year. Dates and locations for the 2021 season are:Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep

24/25
22/23
26/27
24/25
21/22
25/26

Leeds East
Beccles
Haverford West
Sandown, Isle of Wight
Llanbedr
Leicester

In addition to the race dates we are also planning a pre-season symposium 27th – 28th March and a fly
away Weekend Rally to Alderney 28th -30th August.
2021 will also be the 90th anniversary of the outright win by the British team at the 1931Schneider
Trophy Air Race and the 3Rs are planning a special air race around the Isle of Wight to recognise this
historic event. Better get your entry in early as it’s going to be busy!

The Coupe d'Aviation Maritime Jacques Schneider, also known as the Schneider Trophy, Schneider
Prize or Schneider Cup was a trophy awarded annually to the winner of a race for seaplanes and flying
boats. Jacques Schneider was a French financier, balloonist an aircraft enthusiast and hydroplane racer.
The race, which offered a prize of approximately £1,000, was held twelve times between 1913 and 1931.
It was intended to encourage technical advances in civil aviation but became a contest for pure speed
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with laps over a (usually) triangular course, initially 280 km (170 mi) and later extended to 350 km (220
mi). The contests were staged as time trials, with aircraft setting off individually at pre-agreed intervals,
usually 15 minutes apart.

1931 Team GB

In 1931 the British government withdrew financial support, but a private donation of £100,000 from the
wealthy and ultra-patriotic Lady Lucy Houston allowed Supermarine S.6B to compete.

By Unknown author - [1], Image by the Royal Air Force via the website at www.raf.mod.uk Source page: [2]., Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1556009

When the French and Italian teams dropped out, leaving no other competitors, the British team flew the
course alone on 13th September and won the coveted Schneider Trophy outright, having beaten the
time record from the 1929 competition and setting a new world speed record of 610 km/h (380 mph).
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INTERESTED IN AIR RACING?
Air racing in the UK is as old as aviation itself and the magnificent trophies we race for each year carry
the names of some of those early pioneers. Handicap air racing is an amateur sport pitting your flying
skills against other pilots racing the same course, at the same time.
Membership of the Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (3R’s) is open to anyone with
an interest in aviation.
If you are looking for a new challenge in your flying then handicapped air racing could be for you. Visit
the “Become and Air Racer” http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk/becoming-a-racer.html
To become a 3Rs air racing pilot you need at least 100 hours P1 experience and a valid FAI
Competitor’s Licence. Currently you also need a piston-driven aircraft that can exceed 100mph (in level
flight) and check-ride with a Race Check Pilot who will familiarise you with race techniques, accurate
flying and turning.
You can also participate as a Navigator assisting with look-out, turn roll-out coordination, and generally
staying on the best race line and being an extra pair of eyes and hands. Navigators do not have to be
associated with a pilot
The 3Rs, as entirely run by volunteers, are always looking out for more volunteers to help on the ground
with the myriad of organisational requirements and technical tasks. Whether it’s hands on, at a race, or
behind the scenes.
If you can spare a little time and would like to get involved and become part of this incredible and friendly
team, please contact the Acting Aviation Secretary, Dave Moorman secretary@royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk

They’d love to hear from you or via their website http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
UK
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN FOR GENERAL AVIATION MEANS
NO LEISURE FLYING OR TRAINING IS PERMITTED
The latest Covid-19 lockdown for General Aviation means that no leisure flying or training is permitted in
the UK at the time of this Newsletter compilation. Training for commercial pilot qualifications is allowed.
The links to Scotland, Wale and Northern Ireland for GA and Covid can be found at the end of the page
on the following link for England regulations.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation/coronavirus-covid19-general-aviation
However there are permitted GA activities:





GA flying is permitted for the purposes of work, where it is not reasonably possible to work or provide
those services at home. Social distancing measures must be in place and observed at all times.
Flying training organisations providing training for professional pilots, for the purposes of work, may
continue to do so. Individuals undertaking such activity may continue to attend for these purposes. Social
distancing measures must be in place and observed at all times.
Engine health and maintenance check flights can only take place where there is a critical safety
requirement to do so AND alternative options are NOT available. Such flights, where conducted, must be
kept to the minimum duration possible and should land at the same airfield from which they departed,
except where this is outside the reasonable control of the pilot.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation/coronavirus-covid19-general-aviation
The CAA released (14.1.21) ORS4 No1464 which has the following covid-19 exemptions. We suggest
you
read
the
document
carefully
to
see
if
the
exemptions
apply
to
you.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1464.pdf
The time period for MCC and Night Ratings, if validity ends between 16 March 2020 and 31 May 2021
inclusive, is extended to 31st May 2021.
ORS4 No. 1416 : Flexibility of revalidation by experience for Part-FCL pilot licence holders with SEP and
TMG class ratings until 30 April 2021. https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1416.pdf
ORS4 No. 1418 : Flexibility of revalidation by experience for UK national pilot licence holders with SEP,
TMG,
SSEA,
SLMG
and
Microlight
class
rating(s)
until
30
April
2021.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1418.pdf
ORS4 No. 1421 : Medical declaration use with a Part-FCL pilot licence until 31 March 2021.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1421Correction.pdf
The CAA does not plan to issue any further COVID related extensions.

If you have recovered from Covid-19
https://www.caa.co.uk/uploadedFiles/CAA/Content/Standard_Content/Licences/COVID_exemption/covid
%20flow%20chart%20draft%20pdf%2027th%20march.pdf
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POST BREXIT
THE AVIATION SAFETY (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2021
Statutory Instrument 2021/10 ‘Aviation Safety Regulation (amendments)’ has just been published
regarding the organisation and use of the airspace in the single European sky(1) and Articles 23(1),
44(1) and 57 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July
2018 on common rules in the field of civil aviation(2). These Regulations, apart from regulation 2, came
into force on 28th January. Regulation 2 comes into force on 20th May 2021.
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/10/contents/made

PART-FCL LICENCES
UK issued EASA Part-FCL Licence: You can continue flying G-registered (UK) aircraft as before.
Holders of UK issued EASA Part-FCL licences need to keep a UK validation form with their licence that
explains that the licence is no longer EASA and is now UK CAA should they venture from the UK. Print
the form and keep it with your UK CAA issued licence.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Confirmation%20of%20Validity%20of%20a%20Licences%20%20M
edicals%20Issued%20by%20the%20UK.pdf
To continue operating EU-registered aircraft in the UK, you may seek a licence validation from any of the
EASA Competent Authorities, which would be valid for aircraft registered in any EASA Member State.
EASA Part-FCL Licence holders (not UK): To continue operating UK-registered aircraft you will also
require a validation from the UK CAA. This is a form you print from the CAA website and is valid for up to
2 years. Link to the form
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CERTIFICATE%20OF%20VALIDATION.pdf
EU Part-FCL pilots will be able to apply for a UK Part-FCL licence from 1st April 2021.

EASA LICENCES ON UK G-REGISTERED AIRCRAFT
This means that flight crew carrying a non-UK CAA licence, issued by an EASA Member State, who fly a
UK-registered aircraft must carry a ‘general validation’ with their licence. This is issued by the UK CAA
and is valid for two years under UK law CAA validation form (letter).
Whilst this CAP 2086 is only guidance, it might save you a lot of hassle on a ramp check!
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CERTIFICATE%20OF%20VALIDATION.pdf
WANT AN EASA LICENCE? TRANSFERRING AWAY FROM THE UK CAA?
ORS4 1453: UK CAA extension to the requirement to have your EASA licence issued by 1st Jan 21 if
you are transferring away from the UK CAA. Your new EASA licence must now be issued before 31st
March 2021. With many aviation authorities in lockdown, this is welcome news. There is a UK CAA
validation form to complete. Full details http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1453.pdf .
UKNPPL or PPL(M)?
These licences will not be valid for flying in EU member states, you will need to get an EASA licence.
BUT the UK has established agreements with some EU member states eg France and German who
already accept the NPPL when flying a UK-registered aircraft in their airspace.
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REVALIDATION
Pilots will need to revalidate 12 months (to the final day of that month) from the date that their check was
conducted (i.e. a check conducted on 21 November 2020 will render the rating valid until 31 November
2021.) Pilots not meeting their renewal requirements in time will have to meet the more stringent and
onerous renewal requirements. Details of all published exemptions relating to COVID-19
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?catid=1&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&type=se
rcat&id=128&filter=1&reorder=refOrder

MEDICALS
A Class 1,2,3 or LAPL Medical Certificate application or new Personal Medical Declaration? You will
need to now use a personal online CAA Customer Portal Account after February 2021.
There will be a new online Medical Records System (Cellma) and it will replace all existing paperbased application forms and allow medical certificate holder to see their medical records and track
applications and referrals to the CAA.
All Medical Certificate holders will [should Ed] receive an email from the CAA at least 12 weeks before
their certificate expiry date with full instructions on how to create an account. You will need to register
BEFORE you visit your AME/GP after 1st March 2021.
The CAA will now charge you directly, not via your AME, and will be payable by credit or debit card
when you complete the online application form. Fees for 2021 will remain the same during the year.
Your AME will still give you a paper certificate. https://www.caa.co.uk/medcal/

THE AVIATION SAFETY (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2021
Statutory Instrument 2021/10 ‘Aviation Safety Regulation (amendments)’ has just been published which
includes the optional use of a medical declaration for some aircrew.
For aircrew: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/10/regulation/4/made
For Balloon aircrew: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/10/regulation/5/made
For Sail Plane aircrew: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/10/regulation/6/made
The CAA website incorporates a microsite which has a FAQ section and other information. If you
haven’t already done so, please subscribe to the EU exit category in the SkyWise system
http://skywise.caa.co.uk/

UK PERMIT AIRCRAFT
Pilots of these UK aircraft, as opposed to UK Certificate of Airworthiness ones, will need SPECIFIC
PERMISSION from the EU member state that they wish to fly to/in.

EASA PERMIT AIRCRAFT ON UK REGISTER
These aircraft are now UK Permit aircraft
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Do you fly a Model Aircraft? Fixed-wing? Rotary? Drone? Article 16
The UK adopted the EU regulations for model flying in 2019 and these will come into effect on December
31st, 2020. This is the same day that we exit from the EU, but regulations in place at the point of
departure will be transferred directly into UK law.
Some requirements of the EU regulations were already in place (such as a height limits; Operator
Registration and Competency requirements) following changes to the Air Navigation Order set out in
2018, but the EU regulations introduce further changes. Full details of the regulations for the operation
of unmanned aircraft (which includes model aircraft) can be found in CAP 722.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP722%20Edition8(p).pdf
The EU agreed that model flying conducted within the framework of Associations like the BMFA should
be subject to more flexible regulation to allow UAS to continue largely ‘as we do today’. The mechanism
to facilitate this is referred to as an ‘Article 16 Authorisation’ (within the ‘Specific Category’) and this
document provides a guide to how the Authorisation the BMFA have negotiated with the CAA applies to
BMFA
members
with
effect
from
December
31st,
2020.
https://rcc.bmfa.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/20201215-UK-Model-Flying-Associations-UAS-7068-Article-16Authorisation.pdf
See the BMFA section in this Newsletter for information, details on the Article 16 Authorisation
and download links

NEW AVIATION REPORTING PORTAL
The aviation reporting portal was re-launched for the UK on 5
https://e2.aviationreporting.eu/reporting?mc_cid=fb93c43c25&mc_eid=caaaf4ba61

January

2021

UK reporters do not need to register for an account to submit MOR reports to the UK CAA and those
wishing to use this portal should do so by selecting the ‘report an occurrence without registration’ option.
The UK working with EASA will be introducing new functionality on the portal over the coming months
and these will be communicated as they become available. Any feedback regarding the portal should be
directed to safety.intelligence@caa.co.uk

AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION CIRCULARS (AIC)
The latest batch of AICs was issued on 18 Dec 20.
Y087/2020, concerns temporary danger areas in the English Channel which cover the UAS Beyond
Visual Line of Sight series of trials. These end on 31 Mar 21 so the impact will be lessened as a result
of the COVID-19 restrictions but if for any reason, GA pilots have to fly across the Channel in this
period, then they MUST read this AIC. Details of the temporary danger areas will also be promulgated
by NOTAM in the normal way.
Y086/2020 covers the closure of RAF Linton-on-Ouse. Although the station will not be formally
deactivated until 25 Feb 21, ATC services were withdrawn on 18 Dec 20 so pilots are no longer able to
obtain LARS, MATZ penetrations or ATZ crossing clearances from Linton.
Y085/2020 an update on the use of Frequency Monitoring Codes (Listening Squawks) which contains
the latest instructions, frequencies and codes as well as useful charts showing the coverage.
P083/2020 is a thirteen page document on Wake Turbulence. It is packed with information and
illustrated and recommended revision on how to avoid these potentially life threatening condition.
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UK TO REVERT TO PREVIOUS RULES FOR VISIBILITY AND DISTANCE FROM
CLOUD MINIMA FOR FLYING IN VMC
From 20 May 2021, the UK will revert to the rules on flight visibility and distance from cloud in class D
airspace that existed up to 26 March 2020.
The changes to the visual meteorological conditions (VMC) minima will apply to aircraft flying within the
UK in class D airspace provided that they are flying during the day only; at and below 3,000 ft above
msl (mean sea level), or 1,000 ft above terrain, whichever is the higher; and at an indicated airspeed of
140 kts or less, to give adequate opportunity to see other traffic or any obstacles in time to avoid
collision.
Further detail will be published in AIP ENR 1.2 and ENR 1.4 on 11 March 2021.
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Rules-of-the-air/Standardised-European-Rules-ofthe-Air/

EU-UK JOINT TRADE AGREEMENT - GENERAL
The Aviation Safety related provisions are found in Part Two, Heading Two,Title II - Aviation Safety. The
full Draft Agreement is 1246 pages. The "Title II - Aviation Safety" section can be found on page 240 and
the Agreement can be found here:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/draft_eu-uk_trade_and_cooperation_agreement.pdf
The Agreement applies provisionally from 1 January 2021, pending the finalisation of the ratification
process (Article FINPROV.11).
The 34-page Summary can be found here:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/94809
3/TCA_SUMMARY_PDF.pdf
Summary: Aviation Safety is covered by Part Two, Heading Two, Title II of the Agreement. The
application of the agreement is currently limited to airworthiness and environment certification, covered
by Annex AVSAF-1 to the Agreement.
Title II
103. The Agreement is largely in line with precedent and sets out a framework for cooperation on
aviation safety, and a process for agreeing Annexes to the agreement that will facilitate recognition of UK
and EU certificates, approvals and licences. Areas where the UK and EU could agree Annexes in future
include: monitoring of maintenance organisations; personnel licences and training; operation of aircraft;
and air traffic management.
104. The airworthiness Annex to the Agreement sets out the conditions for the UK and EU to recognise
each other’s aeronautical products and designs. For example, minor changes and repairs to aeronautical
products and designs that are approved in the UK will be automatically accepted by the EU. In addition,
the Annex foresees the possibility of the EU extending their scope of automatic recognition of UK
aeronautical products and designs once it gains confidence in the UK’s capability for overseeing design
certification.
105. The Annex also provides for the recognition of production certificates and regulatory oversight. For
example, UK production certificates and oversight will be automatically recognised by the EU providing
that the relevant aeronautical products were subject to UK oversight before the end of December 2020.
Also useful is https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/bilateral-agreements/eu-uk-trade-andcooperation-agreement

103

EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation
From an EU perspective generally the UK is now regarded as a "third country" (non-EU) and rules for
flying to such countries apply.
From 1 January 2021, holders of a LAPL issued by an EASA Member State may not fly an aircraft
registered in an EASA Member State in UK airspace.
From 1 January 2021, holders of a LAPL issued by an EASA Member State may fly a UK (G) registered
aircraft in UK airspace for a period of two years.
The LAPL does not conform to the standard PPL in ICAO Annex 1 – this is referred to as a sub-ICAO
licence.
The UK is currently not expecting any mutual recognition of pilot licences with EASA/ EU.
UK GA aircraft that were previously EASA controlled will be known as Part 21 aircraft and their design,
production and maintenance will continue under the same regulatory framework but with CAA approval.
Flight conditions issued by EASA will be accepted for a period of up to two years after 31 December
2020, providing they remain valid.
https://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/EAS-Newsletter-Jan-2021-v3.pdf

SIGN UP FOR THE EAS NEWSLETTER
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments, which will still be applicable
to us by subscribing (at no cost) to the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via
the Europe Air Sports website which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
There is a wealth of information in their Newsletters and well worth receiving issues of the EAS
Newsletter direct to your inbox, which is completely free of charge. http://www.europe-air-sports.org
My thanks to European Air Sports Newsletter Editor Diana King and Nils Rostedt EAS Programme
Manager for allowing précis of information published from the bi-monthly EAS Newsletters.
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CAA CONSULTATIONS
Consultation on CAP 1724 - Flying Display Standards
The CAA are now consulting on an amendment for a new Edition of CAP 1724 to be published within the
first quarter of 2021. This consultation closes on 12 February 2021.
Draft consultation document:
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/cap-1724-flying-display-standards/user_uploads/cap-1724consultation-final-2021.pdf
The proposed changes from the previous edition are underlined in red for easy reference.
Please send your comments online using the link https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/cap-1724-flyingdisplay-standards/consultation/intro/ OR email ga@caa.co.uk stating the paragraph reference and
suggested change/comment.

CLOSED CONSULTATIONS
UK General Aviation opportunities after leaving EASA closed 18th December and we await the
CAA’s response.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/UK%20General%20Aviation%20opportunities%20after%20leaving
%20EASA%20Consultation%20(CAP1985)%20-%20v2.0.pdf

CAA RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS
Draft procedure for reviewing the classification of airspace: Closed 17th September 2020
123 responses to the consultation, which have been published where CAA had permission to do so
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/policy-development/draft-procedure-to-review-airspaceclassification/consultation/published_select_respondent
Of the 123 responses, 72 were from members of the General Aviation community, 17 responses were
from the commercial aviation industry, 12 from residents affected by aviation, and others were mostly
from national or local representative bodies across the UK.
RESULTED IN: A new procedure CAP 1991 Procedure for the CAA to review the classification of
airspace
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1991%20Procedure%20for%20the%20CAA%20to%20review
%20the%20classification%20of%20airspace.pdf
and
a
summary
as
CAP
1991a
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1991a%20Summary%20of%20CAA%20procedure%20for%20t
he%20review%20of%20airspace%20classification.pdf
The CAA has recruited a team that will be delivering this work.
Safety Standards Acknowledgment & Consent (SSAC) (CAP1395): Closed 4th September 2020
SSAC is used for remunerated flights that are solely for recreational benefit and which could otherwise
be conducted if they were private flights but with no money changing hands. It is not intended to provide
a cheaper alternative for operators engaged in the transport of passengers or as a means of normalising
extreme risk-taking.
38 comments to the draft CAP from 9 respondents. All respondents were from the SSAC or display pilot
community.
RESULTED IN: https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1395%20Edition3%20January%202021.pdf
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Operation of Permit-to-Fly ex-military aircraft on the UK register: Closed 12th June 2020
469 comments to the draft CAP from 23 respondents. All respondents were from the ex-military aircraft
community including display pilots, operators, flying display directors, and other organisations. Three
responses were formal submissions from representative bodies or associations.
RESULTED IN: https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP632%20Edition%208%20Oct%202020.pdf
For other responses and CAA action taken
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/

on

recent

closed

consultations
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see

IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
NOT GOOD NEWS: Maypole Airfield; sadly this airfield will have now closed.
POSSIBLY GOOD NEWS: Wolverhampton Airport; An outline planning application has been
submitted for mixed use development comprising the erection of three new hangar buildings, the
refurbishment of existing airport infrastructure, the provision of new hard standing for external plane and
fuel tanker parking, additional grassed informal plane parking; the demolition of up to 7 existing single
storey commercial / retail buildings and the erection of new / replacement commercial / retail /
community.

The proposal includes: 3new hangar buildings to create four hangar units; Repair and restoration of
runway 28/10; Provision of new hardstanding for external plane and fuel tanker parking; Additional
grassed informal plane parking; Demolition of up to seven existing single storey commercial/ retail
buildings and the erection of new/ replacement commercial/ retail / community.
Comments by 4th February 2021 to South Staffordshire Planning, South Staffs Council,
Wolverhampton
Road,
Codsall,
South
Staffordshire
WV8
1PX
or
online
https://planning.sstaffs.gov.uk/online-applications/ (Planning Ref 20/00893/OUT)
GOOD NEWS: Monewden is to remain open
Blackpool Airport: has received development help from the Government Airfield Fund, managed by the
DfT and the CAA, and administered by ICF, a global consulting and digital services provider. Whether
this really is good news for GA we shall have to wait and see what this consultancy advice results in.
My thanks to John Walker for his January 14th UK Airfields update:
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Bourn

Current Status
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils joint proposed Local Plan for North-East
Essex being modified to delete an area adjacent to Andrewsfield aerodrome earmarked
for a large garden community as a result of the Planning Inspector considering the
original proposal to be unsound. Aerodrome listed by Braintree District Council on 19
June 2020 as an Asset of Community Value.
Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018. A planning application for
the development has been submitted.
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Aerodrome
Cambridge

Chalgrove

Chiltern Park

Deenethorpe

Dunsfold

Elvington

Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Langar

Long Marston

Manston

Maypole
Monewden

Current Status
Marshall Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and have signed an option to
lease land at Cranfield with Wyton being considered as an alternative site. The Group
has stated its intent to the local authorities to put the site forward for development as
part of the next Local Plan from 2030.
Site included in South Oxfordshire District Council 2034 Local Plan adopted on 10
December 2020 for a 3,000-home development with a new runway for Martin-Baker
Aircraft (MBA) operations for which development a planning application has been
submitted. Homes England (HE) the land owner has stated that they will use their CPO
powers if negotiations about the development with MBA (their tenant) are
unsuccessful.
The site land owner has given notice to the lease holder and aerodrome operator,
Chiltern Airsports, to vacate the site resulting in Airsports seeking an alternative site.
Aerodrome listed by South Oxfordshire District Council on 11 September 2020 as an
Asset of Community Value.
Site accepted under the Government’s Garden Village scheme for development with up
to 1,500 homes. East Northamptonshire Council approved the site masterplan on 15
October 2018 and a planning application for the development is expected soon.
Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site approved by
Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in for a Public Inquiry the
result of which was Central Government approval for the application on 29 March
2018. Protest groups appealed these decisions in the High Court but the Court rejected
these challenges on 5 November 2018. The development has now been granted
Government Garden Village status.
York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25 May
2018 with public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a development
of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the runway.
Planning application for 1,000-home Garden Village on site withdrawn on 10 February
2020 but is expected to be resubmitted later. An alternative scheme (“Fairoaks 2020”)
that retains the aerodrome, originally put forward by a local opposition group, has been
included in proposals from Unity Land LLP. Public consultation ended on 30 July
2018 on Surrey Heath Borough Council’s draft Local Plan options document which
states that for Chobham “Employment and Retail - Sets out that development at
Fairoaks Airport should be guided by a development brief / masterplan.”
MCR Property Group, the site owner, has apparently put the aerodrome up for private
sale at an asking price of £7.5 million. In September 2018 South Staffordshire
Council approved a Site Allocation Document expanding on the previously adopted
Core Strategy within the Local Plan which states that the aerodrome is allocated and
protected for employment purposes. A planning application (yet to be validated by the
Council) has been submitted for the construction by MCR of 112 homes on south-west
corner of site and aerodrome improvements, including construction of 3 new hangars.
Aerodrome currently occupied and operated by British Parachute Schools sold in
January 2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see entry on
page 3).
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core Strategy for
housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a planning application
has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in conjunction with site owner. See
entry for Wellesbourne Mountford on page 3.
On 9 July 2020, the Secretary of State approved a Development Consent Order (DCO)
to River Oak Strategic Partners (the site owner) for the aerodrome as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project. A Judicial Review hearing challenging the decision
due to take place on 16/17 February 2021 has been cancelled in the expectation that the
DCO will be revoked pending the Secretary providing additional information in
support of his decision. On 9 July 2020 Thanet District Council adopted its 2031 Local
Plan that safeguards the existing use of the site as an aerodrome.
Aerodrome sold for non-aviation use with resident aircraft owners given notice to quit
by 11 January 2021.
Was due to close by Christmas 2020 with owner citing the main reason being the
“constant gripes from the council re planning and moaning from the local few” but will
now remain open.
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Aerodrome
North Denes
Nottingham City
(Tollerton)

Old Sarum

Panshanger

Peterborough
Sibson

Plymouth

Redhill

Retford
Gamston

Current Status
The aerodrome (Yarmouth Heliport) with two grass runways is for sale having been
disused since 2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
With the support of the land owner, site and adjoining land earmarked for up to 4,000
homes in Local Plan adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8 October 2019. A
planning application for development proposals to the north and east of the
aerodrome has been submitted.
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional hangars
refused on appeal in a Planning Inspectorate decision letter dated 11 July 2019. The
owner applied for a Judicial Review of this decision but in July 2020 the High Court
refused to overturn it. Multi-year agreement reached with effect from 1 February
2020 for site to be used as a parachute centre. Aerodrome now unlicensed but open
to commercial operators with prior agreement.
Homes England has bought the aerodrome site from Mariposa Investments. A public
consultation by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ended on 1 May 2020 into
providing additional housing sites for the Local Plan which schemes preclude a
realigned grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29 proposed in the
current draft Local Plan. An outline planning application to re-open the aerodrome
has been submitted.
Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500 home
Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their support for the
proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment.
FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to reopen the
aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour Group, the site lease
holder, have proposed a mixed-use development although the adopted Plymouth City
/ South-West Devon Joint Local Plan retains the site for aviation use at least until the
first 5-year review of the adopted Plan.
Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village sites
including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The definitive 2033 Local Plan submitted
for Public Examination on 18 January 2019 with hearings ending on 28 November
2019 has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and allocated it protected status as an
Important Employment Site. The current draft Tandridge Local Plan earmarks the
aerodrome for employment purposes and notes that the site is within the Green Belt
with a high risk of surface water flooding. Part of the site is within the boundary of
Reigate and Banstead Borough Council whose Local Plan proposal to safeguard the
site for housing has been rejected by the Planning Inspector examining the plan.
Planning application submitted to convert hangars 6 to 11 into a vehicle testing
facility and for dual use of the runway for autonomous vehicle testing and aircraft.

Thurrock

Thurrock Council have issued to the landowner’s agent a Scoping Opinion on an
Environmental Impact Assessment for development of 750 houses, a medical centre
and employment units on aerodrome site.

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and
support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation related
facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. The Council have rescinded the owner’s permitted
development rights and have initiated negotiations for an agreed purchase of the site
whilst also taking CPO action to acquire the site. £1.125 million has been set aside in
the Council’s 2019 / 2020 budget to fund the CPO action. Under a MoU dated 30
August 2019 between the Council and the site owners, the CPO action has been
suspended for up to a year (which period has now been extended) to allow the
owners to propose limited development of the site whilst retaining the aviation
facilities with some of the tenants being offered continued occupancy of the site to
cover the period of the MoU.
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Aerodrome
Wycombe Air
Park

Current Status
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with the
land owner, Wycombe District Council (now assimilated into the new
Buckinghamshire Council). The Council’s adopted 2033 Local Plan provides for an
industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site requiring
shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the north, for which
changes a public consultation has been held.

MoD Sites

The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years
indicated:
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in Vale of
White Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the Council on 9
October 2019. Under the Plan, the development area is restricted to the south of the
old runway 08/26.
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted site for
mixed use development for the review of 2033 Local Development Plan 2 by
Pembrokeshire Council but this is not included in the draft Plan issued for public
consultation ending on 18 March 2020.
Aerodrome was originally expected to be sold in 2018. Local business interest in
maintaining the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the 2035
Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan adopted by the Council on 4 March 2020 but
site is expected to be considered during first review of the adopted Plan.
The DIO future vision document for RAF Halton & the Aylesbury Vale District
Council (now assimilated into the new Buckinghamshire Council) definitive 2033
Local Plan exclude development of the aerodrome site. Public hearings of the Local
Plan ended on 20 July 2018.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE. Site
earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central Bedfordshire
Council draft 2035 Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 30 April 2018 with
public hearings ending on 18 December 2020. Flying operations notified as suspended
until 20 March 2021.
Under the Services out sourcing agreement with Ascent, basic fixed wing flying
training will be conducted at RAF Valley in Anglesey rendering Linton-on-Ouse
surplus to MoD requirements. Aerodrome closed on 18 December 2020 with the ATZs
and Military AIP entry being withdrawn on 31 December 2020.
The Rutland County Council draft 2036 Local Plan public consultation document
includes a 2,215- home garden community for the site. The public consultation ended
on 6 November 2020. The development has been accepted under the Government
Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team will relocate to RAF Waddington.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by a
partnership between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for a Garden Village style
settlement in South Kesteven District Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council
on 30 January 2020.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in the
definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28 November
2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council public consultation ending on 5 February 2021 on
a pre-submission draft of the 2038 Local Plan includes a 750-home mixed use
development of the Barracks site leaving the airfield intact.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE with a
new prison and housing being considered.
The aerodrome (Yarmouth Heliport) with two grass runways is for sale having been
disused since 2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.

Abingdon
Aerodrome
2024/25
Brawdy 2024

Colerne 2025
Dishforth 2031

Halton
Aerodrome
2022
Henlow 2023

Linton-on-Ouse
2020

North Luffenham
2022

Scampton 2022
Spitalgate 2024

Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill 2025

Wethersfield
2025
North Denes
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its
headquarters in central London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences
normally open to interested non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest
groups and local branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and
events and is the sister organisation of the Royal Aero Club (RAeC).

NEWS
ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY AWARD WINNERS 2020
The virtual celebration, held 23-28 November, saw leaders in aviation, aerospace and space recognised
for their significant contributions from space innovation to supporting humanitarian aid and addressing
social barriers through flight.
Jonathan Cooper FRAeS, President, Royal Aeronautical Society said: “The Royal Aeronautical Society
is incredibly proud of all the award winners today. They have made tremendous strides in advancing the
fields of aviation, aerospace and space. Many of the winners have made changes which will influence
the future of our sectors, create a pathway for a more sustainable future, and are proactively creating a
more diverse and inclusive workforce.”
The Sir Ralph Robins Medal: Dr Helen Webber, Engineering Project Lead- HTX Team at Reaction
Engines Ltd for her achievements in delivering a major engineering project, leadership of a significant
team delivering a major new project and creating commercial success. Dr Webber was responsible for
delivering the High Temperature Heat Exchanger (HTX) design, build and test programme conditions.

The HTX team also went on to win a Team Silver Medal.
Roger Green Medal: Dr Peter Hancock FRAeS, Pegasus Professor, Provost Distinguished Research
Professor, University of Central Florida.
Geoffrey Pardoe Space Award: Dr Johnathan McDowell, Author- Jonathan’s Space Report.
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Flight Operations Medal: Captain John Cox FRAeS, Chief Executive Officer of Safety Operating
System.
RP Alston Medal: Mr Ben Lewis, Deputy Chief Test Pilot for Boeing Defence UK.
Turnbuckle Award: Mr Danny Wright, KC-46/767 Chief Mechanic, Boeing Commercial Airplanes.

Civil Cadet Pilot Award: Mr Gianluca Vecchio, First Officer, Ryanair
Silver Award: Dr Alice Bunn for her role in developing and implementing UK Space Policy; Dr Ashitey
Trebi-Ollennu for his contribution to the successful development and delivery of the Instrument
Deployment System on the InSight Mars Mission enabling the first robotic deployment by NASA of a
seismometer on another planet.
Bronze Award: Greg McDougall, Harbour Air Group founder, for establishing North America’s first
carbon-neutral airline in 2007, which also facilitated the world’s first commercial electric flight in 2019; Mr
Greg McDougall in recognition of his commitment to Green aviation exemplified by the flight of the
world’s first fully electric commercial aircraft – a DHC2 de Havilland Beaver powered by a magniX 750
horsepower electric motor in December 2019; Mr Ian Walters for his inspiring leadership of the Airbus
team making the Solar Orbiter spacecraft.
Honorary Fellowships of the Royal Aeronautical Society: Tom Williams FRAeS for his major impact
on every Airbus aircraft programme over the past 20 years; Dr Meyer J Benzakien FRAeS for his
pioneering work in commercial aircraft propulsion; Professor Trevor Birch FRAeS for more than 30
years of research, development and leadership in aerodynamics; Dr Ashwani Gupta FRAeS for
fundamental work on swirl flows; Ing Fabio Nannoni for profound influence on helicopter design; Dr
David Newman FRAeS for extensive contribution to the field of aviation medicine; Dr Alexander J
Smits for scientific leadership in the field of experimental aerodynamics.
The Young Persons’ Achievement Award: Nick Goss, Project Engineer at GKN who played an
integral role in developing the Women in Aerospace and Aviation Charter while on secondment to the

Aerospace Growth Partnership.
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For details of Team Awards, other Young Persons Awards and the complete list of award winners
see https://www.aerosociety.com/media/15082/2020-medals-and-awards-brochure.pdf
The Society’s Honours, Medals and Awards are open to everyone in and supporting the global
aerospace community – from senior professionals to students and graduates. Nominations for 2021
are now open and the form can be found at www.aerosociety.com/medalsandawards
The closing date is 31 March 2021.

RAeS INTERNATIONAL GENERAL AVIATION DESIGN COMPETITION 2020
The fourth RAeS design competition was aimed at promoting major innovation in the general aviation
aircraft sector and was run in association with the Light Aircraft Association (LAA).
1st place: A2CAL - APTOS BLUE
2nd place: SKunk Werkz - VTOLS 1 – Vertical Take Off Life Saver
3rd place: Orca eVTOL
The winners presentations can be viewed here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFLYCvU8Iiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTXitneDqt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6jNWr5aHNk

FROM CARGO DRONES TO ELECTRIC RACERS
In recent years the GA Group Design Conference has focused on of the lighter side of General Aviation
and last year - ‘Electrifying General Aviation’.

With experience from light aircraft, Pipistrel are moving into cargo drones. (Photo: Pipistrel)
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Climate change, dwindling planetary resources and the increasing population are strong drivers for
change; remarkable technology steps in powersystems, control, design processes and lightweight
structures combined with an imaginative and visionary outlook give response to the drivers. The GA
sector is well positioned to demonstrate new technologies because of the lower cost of innovation in
smaller aircraft.

Rolls-Royce's record-breaking ACCEL electric racer. (Photo: Rolls-Royce)

The UK's Faradair has opened a new HQ in Duxford, Cambridgeshire to develop its hybrid-electric STOL
utility/regional airliner.

Faradair’s hybrid-electric STOL utility/regional airliner. (Photo: Faradair)

CHRIS WRIGHT MRAeS, chair of the GA and Business Aviation Special Interest Group, previews
technology-driven potential and challenges for the Light Aviation sector.
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/electrifying-general-aviation-the-revolution-continues
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EVENTS
In these challenging times of COVID-19 the RAeS have transformed how they deliver many of their
events and Lectures to ensure they continue to provide value to their membership and beyond. They
look forward to ensuring audiences receive the same high quality content but in a new and engaging
way, plus it will be accessible to everyone wherever you are in the world.
General Aviation Lecture: https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/raes-webinar-general-aviationlecture/
Some RAeS activities may be being held but please check before attending and many others are online:
FEBRUARY:
9th: RAeS Workshop: The New UAS Regulatory Regime. This workshop will provide the UAS/Drone
community with a comprehensive update on the significant changes in regulation that apply to their
operations. The focus will be the commercial sector, although the current distinction between commercial
and leisure use of Drones is no longer so relevant.The details of the changes will be provided by Gerry
Corbett of the UK CAA who, with his colleagues, will be available to answer questions.
https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/raes-workshop-the-new-uas-regulatory-regime/
16th: From the Drawing Board to the Sky: Vertical Aerospace’s Journey to Certification. 16.00 17.00 GMT. Vertical Aerospace’s Chief Engineer Tim Williams and Senior Flight Dynamics Engineer
Sophie Robinson will outline the key achievements and history from Vertical’s inception in 2016 to
present, the anticipated projects and key milestones in the short and long-term, and the technical detail
on designing, developing and flight testing it’s recently unveiled flagship aircraft, VA-1X.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3796209442617768718

MARCH:
10th: The Sir Freddie Page Lecture: Future Technology (Zoom). 19.00hrs. Ian Muldowney,
Engineering Director, BAE Systems – Air. Register your interest via preston@aerosociety.com
APRIL:
14th: Lightning Cold War Warrior (Zoom). 19.00hrs. Captain Ian Hollingworth. Register your interest
via preston@aerosociety.com
MAY:
6th: Annual Banquet - InterContinental London Park Lane. 19:15-23:30hrs. Social and networking event
attracting over 500 guests drawn from all sectors of the aerospace and aviation community. Individual
tickets and corporate tables will be available at this event with discounted rates for RAeS Members and
Corporate Partners. https://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/2021-annual-banquet
12th: Team Tempest – the Future of Combat Air (Zoom) 19:00hrs. Michael Christie, Director Future
Combat Air Systems, BAE Systems – Air. Register your interest via preston@aerosociety.com
RAeS BLOGS:
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/electrifying-general-aviation-the-revolution-continues

https://www.aerosociety.com/news/solo-flight-the-uks-brexit-deal-for-aerospace-assessed
RAeS PODCAST:
https://www.aerosociety.com/events/catch-up-on-events/video-audio-archive/

The RAeS have also have released National Aerospace Library YouTube channels which contains
over 30 videos. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOINKE_4cR6oBMKv_8wNKA/videos

115

BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds
together with others that may be of interest.

ROYAL AERO CLUB BURSARIES
2021 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions are available for download on the Royal Aero
Club Trust website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries) are
encouraged to submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, model aircraft
and drone flyers, paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications extended to 31st March 2021.

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will
have flown solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships
commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three or
four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent
to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

Closing Date: May be extended due to Covid-19

LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to
experience gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through the
Caroline Trust Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmf-lp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/ted-lysaward-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving airman,
cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled People to Air
Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards
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THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only looking
to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the Fund) that the
club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf

THE HONOURABLE COMPANY OF AIR PILOTS incorporating Air Navigators
SCHOLARSHIPS
In addition to flying scholarships funded directly by the Company, or one of its Charitable Trusts, each
year they are also able to fund sponsored flying scholarships which are administered by the Company.
Application criteria and information https://www.airpilots.org/scholarships-career-and-aviation/flyingscholarships/flying-scholarships-2021/ These include:
'The Air BP Sterling Scholarship': for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Grayburn Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Cadogan Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Farnborough Airport Flying Scholarship' for one PPL (fixed-wing) scholarship
Air Pilots Benevolent Fund - funding for several PPL (fixed-wing) scholarships
'The Foyle Scholarship' for one FI(R) (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Swire Scholarship' for one FI(R) (fixed-wing) scholarship
'The Donaldson Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Squadron Leader Brian Letchford Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Wrigley Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Lane-Burslem Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
'The Signature Scholarship' for one PPL scholarship
Private Pilot Licence Scholarships cover all aspects of training up to licence issue for a candidate who
is prepared to dedicate a considerable part of the summer to gaining their PPL. Providing up to 45 hours
of flying training, these scholarships can take a candidate with little or no experience to completion of
their flying licence during the course of the summer; alternatively they can "finish off" someone who is
already partially trained. The scholarships are awarded entirely on merit as evidenced on the completed
application form and as assessed by a selection committee appointed by the Company. Candidates
must be 17 or over on 1 June of the year of application and the course must be completed by the
beginning of October.
Closing date for applications: 3 February 2021 at 12 noon
There is funding for a number of residential course Gliding Scholarships Closing date for
applications: 3 March 2021 at 12 noon; and Flight Instructor Certificate Scholarships Closing
date for applications: 17 March 2021 at 12 noon.
Flight Instructor Certificate Scholarships cover all direct training and examination costs for the successful
candidate as they achieve their Fixed Wing Flying Instructor Certificate. Training must be completed
during the summer before the first week of October.

117

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk

2020 AIR LEAGUE DRONE SCHOLARSHIP
The Air League is delighted to announce that Eagle Eye Innovations and RUSTA are sponsoring two
places on their PfCO Drone Training Course for two lucky Air League members. On completion of the
training and subsequent project work, the recipients will gain an NVQ Level 4 as well as the capability to
operate drones professionally upon successful registration with the CAA.
An assessment day on the 24th August 2020 at the RUSTA HQ in Lincolnshire which will be outside
and you will have a chance to fly a drone as part of this. They are not looking for experienced operators,
rather a natural talent, enthusiasm and motivation. The residential course itself will take place in
September 2020 and will involve a 3-day stay in Lincolnshire (Bed and Breakfast accommodation and
lunch will be included) with further course work to be undertaken from home.
Applications close: 10th August 2020 https://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships-2/uav-and-dronescholarship/
You will need to be a member of the Air League for this opportunity. https://www.airleague.co.uk/shop

Checkout the Air League section in this Newsletter for details for more Air League scholarships and
bursaries covering powered and glider flying, engineering, commercial, ground school and disabled
pilots scholarships.
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in
four themed aircraft halls.
The Museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands,
displays over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.

They have a ‘welcome back/safety’ video! Please take a look at the link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9LR9bgaa5o

MUSEUM NEWS
Both Museums, Cosford and Hendon, are currently closed due to the Covid19 guidelines. HOWEVER…….
The Lancaster Challenge, to celebrate 80 years since the first flight of the iconic Avro
Lancaster, is now on and closes 17 May 2021, the anniversary of Operation Chastise. Once the
challenge closes, they will post you an exclusive Lancaster Challenge Medal, it should be landing on
your doorstep by the end of May 2021.
Entry costs £20 per person and all proceeds will go towards the RAF Museum (registered charity
number 244708) to enable them to continue telling the story of the RAF and the thousands of service
men and women who served in it. https://bookitzone.com/NiceWork/qhjFFX
This challenge is virtual which means you can participate and complete the challenge from anywhere
in the world. You can run, walk, cycle or walk the dog to complete your 80K, 150K or 500K
lockdown Challenge.
By entering the Lancaster Challenge, you are supporting the RAF Museum Charity and enabling
them to share the stories of the crews who showed incredible bravery flying missions for Bomber
Command.
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For the last three years of World War Two the Avro Lancaster was the major heavy bomber used by
Bomber Command to take the war to the heart-land of Nazi Germany. It resulted from design work
undertaken by Roy Chadwick and his Avro team to overcome the problems experienced with the
twin-engine Manchester bomber. The prototype made its first flight in January 1941. There are only
two airworthy Lancasters left in the world - 7,377 were built.
With an impressive performance and excellent flying characteristics, it soon established its superiority
over other allied four-engine bombers operating in Europe. The industrial and military organisation
needed to build and operate the Lancaster was huge. Six major companies built 7377 aircraft at ten
factories on two continents; at the height of production over 1,100,000 men and women were
employed working for over 920 companies. More service personnel were involved in flying and
maintaining it than any other British aircraft in history.
The Lancaster's operational career is littered with impressive statistics, some are set out below, but it
is worth remembering that the average age of the seven-man crew was only 22 years. They endured
danger and discomfort, and many showed great courage in continuing to fly knowing the odds against
survival were high. Bomber Command suffered the highest casualty rate of any branch of the British
services in World War Two. On average Lancaster’s completed twenty-one missions before being
lost.
Signe up to complete the Lancaster Challenge, and the Museum will send you a Distance Log
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/Events/Lancaster%20Challenge/Lancaster_Challenge_Dis
tance_Log_Book%20V1.pdf so you can keep track of your distances.
After you have completed the distance, you just need to submit it. Simple!

You can also purchase a souvenir t-shirt to be delivered with your medal following the end of the
challenge. T-shirts are £14.00 per person.
Sizes range from Small to XX Large.
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MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AT THE RAF MUSEUMS
Elva Blacker (1908 -1984) at 15 was expected to take on the family photographic firm while her
brothers were academically educated and doubting her ability to make her living through art, her
father wished for her to continue the family trade and sent her to the Regent Street Polytechnic to
learn photography. She took over the business after he died in 1930. She eventually trained at the
Slade, as a mature student in her late twenties, graduating just before war broke out. At the beginning
of WWII Blacker drove vehicles for the Blood Transfusion Service, but in 1942 she was called up for
service and joined the WAAF. Taken on as an Aircraftwoman Motor Transport Driver she received a
training course to upgrade her driving skills and then served in Fighter Command at Biggin Hill. Her
Biggin Hill drawings constitute the largest body of work documenting activities in an RAF station, even
though she was not an Official War Artist.

RAF Communications Room

She also was part of No. 6091 Servicing Echelon, which provided the ground support for No. 91
Squadron flying Spitfires from RAF Manston, and was later posted to Headquarters No. 28 Group in
London in October 1945.

Filter Room

Many of her pictures are composite sets of portrait heads recording the personnel of a unit or section
at a particular time – the short, the tall, the fat and the thin which Service life throws together and
who, by the magic of discipline and a shared cause, become a cohesive group. Others record the
work undertaken in huts, offices, sheds and the procedures and routines of underground operations
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and communications rooms using a range of media: watercolours and inks, which were portable and
relatively inexpensive, as well as oils on board and canvas. On 28th May 1946, Blacker was finally
released from the WAAF with the rank of Sergeant.
Her niece, Rebecca Jones, and the RAF Museums teamed up to make film about her which should
be released in March on their You Tube channel.
Rachel Reckitt (1908-1995) –grew up on her family estate in Somerset, but who rejected the comfort
of the countryside during the war in order to help bombed out families in Whitechapel, where she
worked during the Blitz, evacuating children and rehoming people. She was so emotionally invested
in the relief effort that her own art was not her primary concern (unlike, for example, Henry Moore,
who famously depicted homeless shelterers, having tours of shelters to draw, almost as a spectator).
She converted her Somerset home into a war nursery for children, looked after by a resident nurse,
and Rachel’s mother. She wrote many letters home, emotively talking about the plight of the people
and how angry she felt about the lack of support from the Stepney authorities – telling a slightly
different story to the typical ‘Blitz Spirit’ rhetoric we often hear. Reckitt has gone largely overlooked,
despite being a fascinating artist and a modernist whose works must historically be counted as part of
the Grosvenor School of Modern Art movement.

Spanish Civil War Refugees in the London Blitz
RAF Museum Hendon,London, Art Gallery, Hangar Three

Unlike many women artists, her works were not typically naturalistic and styled according to the Royal
Academy or Slade School teachings, which women mostly followed at that time (figure drawing, etc) –
she is a great modernist that time forgot. The RAF Museums interviewed the novelist Dame Penelope
Lively about her aunt Rachel which is due out soon on the RAF Museums Youtube channel, Twitter,
etc.
Dame Laura Knight (1877—1970) the first fully elected Royal Academician since the 18th century
and was rather formidable in demanding equal pay with male artists during the war, and not painting
just ‘women’s subjects’, as was expected by the War Artists’ Advisory Committee (WAAC).
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In 1916 she was commissioned by Canadian War Memorials to paint Canadian troops who were
stationed in Britain prior to being sent to the Western Front. In November 1916 she went to Witley
Camp in Surrey where the 156th Canadian Infantry Battalion was stationed. While there she spotted
a boxer, Joe Shears who was the then Imperial Forces bantam weight champion, and was
immediately taken with his face, damaged by boxing, and his cauliflower ears. The resulting painting
was called Physical Training at Whitley Camp and shows two boxers in an open-air ring with the
Surrey hills in the background.
During WWII Knight was one of the many artist who were given short-term contracts by WACC but
she was one of the few women artists. Her most famous painting is “Ruby Loftus Screwing a Breech
Ring”, commissioned in October 1942 to encourage women to come and work in the factories for the
war effort.

© IWM Art.IWM ART LD 2850

She also painted three portraits of WAAFs who had been awarded military medals. Other war
paintings include a barrage balloon being hoisted into position by WAAF women in blue overalls with
Coventry visible in the background and a poster warning against the danger of fires in factories-fires
destroyed several factories that were engaged in the war effort.

© IWM Art.IWM ART LD 2750
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In her autobiography she barely mentions the war. She describes her work for the WAAC as
“employed picturing the making of instruments to kill… But one wants to forget”.
The RAF Museums have that great film with art historian and novelist Dr Alicia Foster in it, talking
about Laura Knight and also have Alicia’s film on Women War Artists. These are already released on
Youtube https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=raf+museum
Olga Lehmann (1912—2001) The RAF Museums have a number of works by her. Her paintings and
murals have been seen by millions as they formed the background of numerous American TV series,
such as Dynasty and The Colbys as well as murals depicting wartime Britain.
Born in Chile in 1912, she was the eldest of three children of a French father - the director of a copper
mine - and his Scots wife. Olga's idyllic early childhood was spent in a village an hour by horse-drawn
carriage from Santiago, but as a precocious 16-year-old she was enrolled as a scholarship student at
London's Slade School of Fine Art.

Preparatory drawing for a mural to decorate the Air Raid Precautions (ARP) Headquarters in Camden
RAF Museum Hendon, Art Gallery, Hangar Three

In 1940 Lehmann painted murals for London Air Raid Precautions Headquarters, and received a
permit from the War Office to execute sketches and drawings of London bomb damage, air raid
shelters, and ARP personnel.

Bristol Aircraft Company: Underground Factory at Corsham
RAF Museum
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In 1942 she painted murals at the Censorship Department, Holborn. 1943: designed and painted
murals for the workers' canteen in Bristol Aircraft Company's underground, wartime factory in Spring
Quarry, Corsham, these are now part of MoD Corsham, and are grade II* listed.
She also worked in film and also television as a graphic designer and costume designer (The Guns of
Navarone, Captain Nemo and the Underwater City, The Man in the Iron Mask, The Four Feathers,
Witness for the Prosecution to name but a few)

Should the RAF Museums reopen before May 2021 below are their details.

RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is open daily from 10am and entry is
free of charge, but parking charges apply. For more information visit: www.rafmuseum.org/cosford
01902 376200
Opening hours: August- October (incl): 10:00am - 5:00pm last entry 4:00pm
From November: 10:00am - 4:00pm
last entry 3:00pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.

RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is open daily from 10am and
entry is free of charge but there are parking charges. For more information visit:
london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266
Opening Hours: August- October (incl): 10:00am - 6:00pm
last entry 5:30pm
From November: 10:00am - 5:00pm
last entry 4:30pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.
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GASCo
www.gasco.org.uk
The General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo) was formed as a result of a meeting of the Conference of
General Aviation Organisations held on 4th September 1964, under the Chairmanship of the late Air
Chief Marshal, the Earl of Bandon GBE, CB, CVO, DSO.
Rochester City Airport, Maidstone Road, Chatham Kent ME5 9SD

+44(0)1634 200203

Penny Gould says; Under the National Lockdown, there will be few General Aviation flights taking place
in January. Those pilots that have to fly for the purposes of work, professional flying training or to carry
out engine health and maintenance flights where there is a critical safety requirement to do so and no
alternative options are available may also face the seasonal hazards of winter flying as shown in the
photograph below. However, the COVID-19 restrictions may mean that the workforce available for
runway clearance and de-icing tasks is reduced added to which there may be reduced availability of
operations support personnel and ATCOs who are similarly affected buy the pandemic so risk
assessments should be adjusted to take account of these additional factors as well as the prevailing
winter conditions as depicted by the images of the gliders.

(photo:Kent Gliding Club)

and a very wintry landing
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For the rest of us, this winter lockdown may present an opportunity to ensure that our theoretical
knowledge is up-to-date and that our planning skills do not atrophy while we are waiting for the
restrictions to be lifted and the weather to improve.

You can download GASCo’s checklist here
https://www.gasco.org.uk/upload/docs/GASCo%20Checklist.pdf

FORTHCOMING GASCo SAFETY PRESENTATION EVENINGS/WEBINARS
GASCo will be running safety related webinars in the coming months. These events will provide an
opportunity to go into some of the topics we discuss at safety evenings in more detail with guest
speakers who are subject matter experts. Do keep checking the GASCo website from time to time for
more news on these and there will be regular updates every month in their Flight Safety Extra.
Monday 8 February 1400 - 1500 Infringement Avoidance
Register here: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q-5fLAJQREm-H2veHmyE7Q
Thursday 18 March 1000 - 1230

Small Helicopter Safety

See website

ONLINE SAFETY EVENINGS/AFTERNOON 2021
If there is an area of GA safety that you feel would be suitable to explore via a webinar or if you would
like to act as a 'virtual' host for a safety evening or afternoon for your club association or organisation
telephone 01634 200203 or e-mail events@gasco.org.uk to start the ball rolling.
They have more webinars in the pipeline addressing specific topics such as Staying in Control; Small
Helicopter Safety; Sharpen up your Lookout; Airspace Infringements Awareness; Ditching & Sea
Survival Theory; Threat and Error Management for GA Pilots; Setting Personal Limits and Understanding
Weather in Europe. Some of their safety evening webinars are adapted to include more specialised
content for glider pilots and balloonists and these are identified in the description.
FLIGHT SAFETY EXTRA MAGAZINE
Flight Safety Extra complements GASCo's magazine Flight Safety and is another channel by which
GASCo hopes to get flight safety information to you in a convenient way and contains many valuable
sources of flight safety information.
To receive GASCo’s free Flight Safety extra e-newsletter each month contact the GASCo Office
01634 200203 or email Office Manager - Penny Gould penny@gasco.org.uk to be added to the mailing
list
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http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The Vintage Aircraft Club may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of
the Vintage Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and
classic light aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a magazine called
“Vintage and Classic”. VAC has 350 members from all walks of life. Some are airline captains, Air Traffic
Controllers or Airfield Managers, some work for the NHS and others are engineers, designers,
photographers, aviation historians and writers, enthusiasts and amateur aircraft builders. Many are also
PPL’s.

NEWS
My thanks to Anne Hughes, Chair of VAC for her report
“You’re on mute, J. You’ll need to unmute......” These are the words that have now become familiar
during our regular meetings and social events and are yet another addition to our vocabulary over the
last year. We were hoping, of course, that by now they would have been relegated to our list of
‘Pandemic Memories’ but the VAC, as with everyone else, has had to adapt to a new way of doing
things.
However, we were able to hold our virtual VAC AGM in October and enjoyed meeting many members
who would have been unable to physically join us owing to geographical locations. We have a
membership which reaches all corners of the UK, from Jersey to the Isle of Skye, Northumberland to the
Republic of Ireland and several members in EU countries. Consequently we were able to proceed
through the formalities of the AGM and enjoy sharing Spooky Stories from far and wide as it was
Halloween!
Between Christmas and New Year we held a New Year Social which was again well attended and, from
the comfort of our homes, we enjoyed looking at members’ restoration projects and builds in garages
and hangars.
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We listened to informal presentations including a short presentation with photos taken by one of our
members from the cockpits of Dakotas she flies!

Our programme continues In February we look forward to an informal evening with Sir John Allison.
All details of these and other events are published in the VAC members’ on-line regular newsletter along
with contact details.
We are looking forward to the day when we can meet again but I think it’s fair to say that we have
explored other ways of doing things throughout this time, some of which have opened new doors for the
club. We will see what the future holds and would like to thank all our members for staying on board!
Do visit the VAC website to see more and, with an ever increasing membership, you can be assured
joining the VAC gives you the opportunity to meet and socialise with like-minded aviators in a friendly
and relaxed way in many different locations.
All updates and news of VAC events can be viewed on the VAC website.
http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved
in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next
generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League,
Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together
aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over
£300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their
members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for helicopter
visits to school sports field. See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

RAeCT BURSARIES
2021 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions are available for download on the Royal Aero
Club Trust website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org)
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries) are
encouraged to submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots, skydivers, model aircraft
and drone flyers, paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots, balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications extended to 31st March 2021.

YES
Ellie Carter has joined the YES committee and current Chairman Stewart Luck has proposed her to
replace him as Chairman at some point in the future. Watch this space!

Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, and
more commonly abbreviated to YES, works together with LAA Clubs, leading industry companies, local
education authorities, schools and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire
young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with aviation, through:








Aircraft building projects (YES Build-a-Plane)
Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship
Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows
Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups
Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides and others
Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications
Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters, and
Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation.

YES are a group of aviation enthusiasts and pilots who organise and support events to help youngsters
develop an interest in flying and get them into the air.
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GET HIGH VOLARE!

www.gethighvolare.org

My thanks to Tim Wiltshire for his report on GET HIGH VOLARE! ...
ARSON ATTACK ON AVIATION CHARITY "GET HIGH VOLARE"

Well it is with a heavy heart that I have to report that we have been the victim of a targeted Arson
attack in the early hours of Sunday the 3rd January.
Our airfield clubhouse caravan, which was in winter storage at our operating base, was set alight, and all
its contents, including much of the kids documentation was destroyed in the ensuing conflagration.
Fortunately, most of this is backed up in digital form, and the kids keep their personal flying records and
logbooks with them at home.

Sadly, as well as the Caravan, our Weedhopper and Maestro aircraft, which were stored alongside, were
also destroyed. The perpetrator is known and lives locally, is connected with aviation, and has been
subjecting us to an ongoing hate campaign for some time (a "one man Crime wave" indeed). The Police
are now dealing with the matter, but in fairness, this is a strictly local issue which does not affect our
work further afield.
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We therefore, once again, put out a call for donations of replacement equipment to enable us to carry
on performing the essential work we do.

If any readers have any aircraft or ground equipment they no longer need (Caravans, portacabins,
Hangar Queens or spares), so they know someone who does, can they please get in touch with GHV
Trustee, Tim Wiltshire on:- 07752 257277 or by email at:- rincewindsluggage@hotmail.co.uk . This can
then be collected and put to good use in support of their operations around the country.
We certainly will not let the actions of a local Thug blunt our determination to complete what we have
set out to do, and indeed will be once again operational once the current lockdown is over. Our new
Hangar is now awaiting cladding, and progress with work on our two "World Record" attempts
continues unabated.

So yes, not a very pleasant start of the year, but then I am sure it wasn't easy for the Wright Brothers
either. Our goal of creating Richard Bach's "School for Perfection" continues in the same way it always
has. The ongoing generosity and support of the UK Aviation community will ensure that.
Just give them a call, and tells them what you have got! Don't be bashful, they can use most things.

132

My thanks to Andre Faehndrich for the following reports:

2021 -THE YEAR OF THE GUY (THE PLANE GUY) https://www.theplaneguy.com
2020 was a year like no other, but things did not stand still, and it has given The Plane Guy (Andre
Faehndrich) the chance to consolidate and to build on all the work he has accomplished in aviation over
many years.

To date he is the winner of 3 awards
May 2016 - Award of 2015 Royal Aero Club "Certificate of Appreciation" at the Royal Air Force
Club in London.
27th May 2019 - "Most innovative & unusual display", at Buckinghamshire Scout Mission 00 Camp
(1st UK joint Scouts/Girl Guides event).
18th August 2019 Winner of "The Claydon Estate's Choice", at "Cars in the Claydons", The
Claydon Estate, Middle Claydon, Buckinghamshire, MK18 2EX.

ANNUAL YOUNG AVIATORS EVENT
The last annual event was 14th September 2019, and to that point we had flown 1,098 youngsters and
168 adults on 910 flights, in 154 aircraft, flown by 162 pilots in 14 annual events at Sywell aerodrome,
Northamptonshire.
The next event (the 15th Annual) is booked for 11th September 2021 and as always we are actively
looking for sponsors. If you are interested, or want to display at, or participate (as Scouts & non-Scouts)
or fly some youngsters, please contact Andre Faehndrich directly

We flew our 1,000th youngster at Young Aviators 2019, here the pilot and the youngster celebrate
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YOUTH BUILD-A-PLANE PROJECTS
Andre keeps tab of the approximate 38 Youth Build-a-Plane projects around the UK. He also supports
existing builds, and gives advice to prospective projects as and when requested.
Did you know that the only primary school in the UK, are currently building an SSDR (Single Seat De
Regulated) a Fokker Eindecker, at Saint Ronan's School, Water Lane, Hawkhurst, Kent TN18 5DJ.

The Fokker Eindecker and it’s superb finish - a real pity to cover it

or that the only all-girls school, Beneden School, Hemsted Park, Benenden, Kent TN17 4AA, are now
other their 2nd build-a-plane project, another Skyranger under the BMAA “New Horizons” project.
The latest, and full list of all known Youth Build-a-Plane projects, will appear on the “The Plane Guy”
web-site shortly.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics)
A STEM Ambassador for over 12 years, Andre uses a wide variety of tools to bring the STEM message
to schools, youth groups, Scouts and others across the country.
Using a complete, but non-airworthy RANS S6 Coyote II aircraft (an ex LAA Hangar Queen) and working
with Chris Jefferson of Sci-Hi-Education with his amazing 1/3 size Hurricane, we do STEM days at
Schools around the country.

RANS S6 Coyote II – Hen and two chicks in Cambridge
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Chris and his beautiful 1/3 size Hurricane at Brooklands Museum Aviation Day

Andre is also looking at re-activating more of the approximate 2,500 LAA Hangar Queens (That is
incomplete, forgotten or abandoned projects and aircraft). So if you have an aircraft, or you want to help
re-activate a forgotten aircraft or build project, then once again please contact Andre Faehndrich directly,
andre.faehndrich@ntlworld.com and see what you can do together.

WORLD PEDAL PLANE GATHERING
The UK have an annual competition of gathering as many pedal planes together in one place as
possible, with our esteemed colleagues in the USA - the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association).
The UK first set the trend going in September 2015, when YES (Co-ordinated by Andre Faehndrich)
gathered 15 pedal planes at Brooklands Museum Aviation Day. With no event in 2016, YES upped the
ante in October 2017 with 24 pedal planes. The EAA then joined in and at Oshkosh in July 2018 they
gathered 28. In September 2018, YES then got 31 together, and took the record back.

31 pedal planes at Brooklands on the 16 th September 2018
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The EAA then tried for a Guinness World Record attempt at Oshkosh in July 2019, and gathered 53
together, but Guinness did not ratify the record, so the USA took the record back. YES then managed
19 in Brooklands in September 2019.

Feed me! – USA gathering in 2018 in front of the Lockheed C-5 Galaxy about to have lunch!!

With COVID, both the Oshkosh July 2020 and the later the YES UK attempts were postponed, so now
we are waiting for Oshkosh 2021 and for the UK, YES will put their attempt back to December 2021, so
that each country retains their record for 6 months each, rather than 9-10 months (for the UK) and 2-3
months (for the USA).
Andre would like to thank Mike Clews and The Joystick Club (www.joystickclub.co.uk/) at White Waltham
for their support at the events over the years and we look forward to taking the record back to the UK in
December 2021 (Venue to be confirmed).
Andre reckons there are approximately 70 to 75 pedal planes active in the UK, and so if you want to
come along to help bring the record back to the UK, then please contact Andre Faehndrich directly
andre.faehndrich@ntlworld.com
The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & Defence Exposition in Avalon on 23 rd to 28th
November 2021 may this year also have a Pedal Plane gathering, so more information on that in a future
update.

THE WOOD STORE, BARTON
Andre has started a new initiative for 2021, to produce pedal planes and to give employment to some
wood & iron workers, apprentices and youngsters.
Currently pedal plane plans are only available from the USA. They are however only available in
Imperial (“Feet & Inches” in old money) and are now a 30-year old design.
The initiative involves designing a new “super-sized” pedal plane, as kids have got “bigger” both in
“width” and “leg length” and plans will eventually be produced and sold in Metric and eventually flat pack
pedal plane kits and complete pedal planes will be available to purchase.
Also to be produced are other “wood-based” products, such as rocking horses, plane based shelving and
much more.
Check out The Plane Guy website for more details. https://www.theplaneguy.com/
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VINTAGE & HERITAGE AVIATION
Andre has also been busy with ground crew activities, and STEM events keeping the only ex-RAF
Vampire T.11 in the world (WZ507/G-VTII) of the Vampire Preservation Group airworthy. Currently
based at Coventry-Baginton, this beautiful aircraft attends various events, and also provides a centre
piece to some STEM days around the UK. See https://vampireflight.co.uk/

A beautiful shot of a beautiful aircraft – WZ507 the only T.11 airborne in the world

Another aircraft used for STEM (and the first Jet into the LAA Rally at Sywell, and which also took part in
Young Aviators in 2019) is the beautiful Jet Provost MK 52 G-PROV, based at Nottingham-Tollerton.
More events with both aircraft are planned in 2021 onwards. Also moved over the last 18 months are
Goblin engines (for The Vampire) and Vipers (for the Jet Provost) as well as a Derwent (Meteor) engine.

Pilot Tatiana, with G-PROV, enthuses some Scouts at Young Aviators 2019 at Sywell Aerodrome

As a STEM Ambassador, Andre is now helping the Lightning T5 (XS458) team at Cranfield, set up a
Heritage Centre. See www.lightningt5.com/ or join their Facebook page “Lightning T5 Group”
Between September and its final flight on Friday 4th December 2020, Andre was heavily involved in
helping to preserve G-BNLY, a ex British Airways Boeing 747-436, in Retro Landor colours, which flew
into its final resting place at Dunsfold Aerodrome in Surrey.
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Boeing 747-436 G-BNLY in “Retro” Landor colours at Heathrow

Andre drew up a detailed STEM and Heritage plan, to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of British Airways
in 2019, and the 50th Anniversary of the Boeing 747 in service with British Airways in 2020.

AIRCRAFT AND ENGINE MOVES
Over the years and before the pandemic struck, lots of aircraft have been successfully moved (approx.
40) not only for YES (Youth & Education Support, the Youth Education branch of the LAA), but also the
Royal Aeronautical Society/Boeing “Schools Build-a-Plane projects. Also lately, a large number of Jet
Engine moves have taken place for not only the Vampire and Jet provost) but others, which will be used
for STEM.

OLD WARDEN 2021
Previously involved with the 2019 set-up of the STEM Centre at Old Warden, Andre will continue his
work with his local airfield & museum, subject to the lifting of COVID restrictions, Andre and his RANs
aircraft and a few pedal planes and his ever present Border Collie “Barney”, will attend all the May to
October 2021 Air Shows, on the 1st Sunday of the month.

Barney the Border Collie guarding the RANs at Air-Britain Fly-in at Turweston in 2019
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JUNIOR GLIDING CENTRES (JGCS)
The British Gliding Association has set up a network of Junior Gliding Centres (JGCs) to help you get
what you want out of the sport. Each centre is part of a leading BGA affiliated club and is just the place
to meet up with other young pilots, develop your gliding skills and have a great time. Everything is set up
so that you’ll feel part of the gang from day one and can get straight down (or up!) to flying and having
fun.
Subject to completing the required training, you can fly a glider solo at age 14. And there is no upper age
limit.
https://www.gliding.co.uk/juniorgliding

UK JUNIOR GLIDING
https://members.gliding.co.uk/junior-gliding/
The 'mission statement' of UK Junior Gliding is:


To promote, encourage and develop Junior Gliding within the UK, and remove barriers to
participation at all levels.


To ensure British gliding continues to grow from grass roots, and that young pilots are
retained within the sport.


CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These
schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club
operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.

YOUNG PERSON'S MICROLIGHT FLYING BURSARY
The BMAA fund each year selected candidates aged between 15 and 20 (on the date of the award) for a
flight training bursary.
In order to qualify these candidates must show some history of an interest in microlighting and will be
selected by an appointed panel. There will be some additional flying and ground based assessments to
ensure the BMAA get exactly the right people.
If you would like to be considered please complete and
https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/bursary-application-form

submit

the

form

found

Application for 2021 will likely close 31th March 2021.
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