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David Monks RAeC Chairman

As lockdown rumbles on and by now most of us will be in the process of having both vaccinations.
We are all now Zoom experts and the RAeC machinery is continuing to be well oiled and fully operative.
I think it is safe to say we are now part of an ever-improving picture and recreational general aviation has
all but returned to normal subject to the current social distancing requirements. Competitions seem to
still be finding their way through the legislation and some are inevitably cancelling.
Whilst dealing with ongoing restrictions, the Royal Aero Club Council has decided to mark this year’s
Medals and Awards Ceremony with a virtual presentation. Work is currently underway and we are
hoping to complete this by late June with a view to broadcasting it on social media channels sometime
during the summer. Hopefully, we will be able to resume to a gathering in 2022.
It was sad to note the passing of our former Chairman and President, His Royal Highness, The Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The RAeC was honoured to have benefitted from a close relationship with
Prince Philip, who served two terms as our Chairman and a term as our President. He will be greatly
missed by our community.
We must also mark the sad passing of Dr Peter Saundby, Royal Aero Club Vice President. Peter also
served as FAI Vice President and President of CIMP, the Medico-Physiological Commission. There have
been many tributes paid to Peter, one I read by Max Bishop (former long standing Secretary General of
FAI) summed up Peters energy and enthusiasm. “Nobody who ever went on a long walk with Peter will
ever forget his tremendous range of interests and erudition. A towering character.”
With restrictions being lifted we can hopefully all look forward to summer being kind to aviation and allow
us all to exercise our privileges.

David Monks
Chairman
The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom
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FROM YOUR EDITOR

If you are not being emailed the mini version of the RAeC Newsletters please ask your Air Sports
Association secretary to do so or, if you do not have internet access to be able to see the larger online
issue, please ask RAeC General Secretary Dave Phipps to send you the smaller printed version by snail
mail.
April 2021 saw the skies opened up to GA recreational pilots again and for once the weather has been
playing ball with mostly clear sky and sunshine, even if still at tad nippy at times.
We have also sadly seen the final departures of some GA pilots and competitors as well as that of HRH
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh. Please accept my heart-felt condolences to you, your family and
friends for the loss due to Covid-19, or for any reason, of a loved one, friend or colleague.
Please email Newsletter contribution articles, information and jpegs (labelled please) to me at
jude@royalaeroclub.uk and also jpegs for future RAeC Newsletter front covers.
Copy deadlines are: Summer 2021 issue: 15th July; Autumn 2021 issue: 15th October; Winter 2022
issue: 15th January 2022 and Spring 2022 issue: 15th April 2022. Where I have used/obtained
information from websites and other sources I have taken that, as usual, this will be with your blessing to
disseminate information about your Air Sport, and photographs are credited where known.
My thanks to Paul Tallet and his team at Progression Marketing for setting the front cover of this Spring
2021 issue and to Lauren Wilson for permission to use one of the amazing photos of her flying her Pitts
S-1S G-BKDR.
These are still difficult times in which we must still take care, so wishing you all health and safe flying in
2021, and if competing this spring and summer the very best of luck and good fortune.

Jude Wordsworth
For further information on any items contained in this Newsletter, please contact the RAeC Office at 31 St Andrew’s
Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE or on 0116 244 0182 or at secretary@royalaeroclub.co.uk
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The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom (RAeC) is the national co-ordinating body for Air Sport in the
United Kingdom.
Today its principal role is co-ordinating, promoting and protecting all forms of recreational and
competitive air sport in the UK, represent UK air sport internationally and has a major role in setting
technical standards, negotiating with international official bodies and, in consultation with our member
organisations, appoint UK delegates to the various Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI)
Commissions.

RAeC NEWS
2019 & 2020 RAeC MEDALS AND AWARDS
Dave Phipps, RAeC General Secretary, will be in contact with 2019/2020 Award recipients in the near
future to confirm the arrangements for the presentation of their Awards.

HRH PRINCE PHILIP, THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
10th June 1921 – 9th April 2021

We offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences to Her Majesty the Queen (our Patron) and His Royal
Highness the Duke of York, KG (our President) and all the Royal Family at this very sad time.
HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, served terms as both a Chairman and a President of the
Royal Aero Club and, despite relinquishing many of his patronages when he stepped back from public
duties in 2017, he remained Patron of the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers (now known as the
British Model Flyers Association) for a remarkable 64 years.
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Prince Philip has also served as President of the British Gliding Association, Patron of the Air League
and Honorary President of the Royal Aeronautical Society and was an Honorary Member of Pegasus
Aviation Flying Club.
A long-term aviation enthusiast, Prince Philip began his flying training in November 1952 at White
Waltham, going solo the following month and gaining his RAF wings in 1953 in an RAF De Havilland
Chipmunk. His wings were awarded by Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir William Dickson at a
private ceremony at Buckingham Palace on the 4th May 1953. Prince Philip was taught by Group
Captain Caryl Gordon, who had led the CFS Meteor Aerobatic Team in the 1950’s.

(Photo: rafmuseam.org.uk)

He then flew a Harvard https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HxrwqcNsYw&t=28s His Harvard aircraft
was complete with five stars signifying Prince Philip’s rank of Marshal of the Royal Air Force and also
flew Vampires.
Prince Philip also qualified as a helicopter pilot with the Royal Navy in 1956 and was the first Royal
family member to ever fly out of Buckingham Palace Garden in a helicopter. He agained his private
pilot's licence in 1959.

1965 (photo: Pinterest)
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Many members of the Royal Family have flown solo during their training with the RAF or the Royal Navy,
but Prince Philip is the only one to have flown a civil aircraft solo. He did this in October 1959 when he
flew a Rollason Turbulent from White Waltham. This was a diminutive Volkswagen Beetle-engined
aircraft designed to encourage people to fly their own aeroplane and was a significant

Sir John Severne spinning the propeller (photo: bbc.com)

occasion because it is the only time a member of the Royal Family has flown a single seat aircraft.
His Royal Highness flew 5,986 hours in 59 types of aircraft including the aerobatic Beagle Pup-100 (GAVZM) and Beagle Pup-150 (G-AVLN) at RAF Benson, after having special dispensation to allow him to
fly a single engine aircraft, accompanied by ‘Pee Wee’ Judge; BEA’s Trident jet airliner in 1964 as PiC
successfully completing two landings with the training flight manager in the right hand seat and Anthony
Milward, BEA chairman, as a passenger.
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Slingsby Eagle and Capstan sailplanes; a Comet airliner, Boeing 757, McDonnell Douglas DC-10 and
even Concorde. His Royal Highness’ final flight as Pilot in Command, at the age of 76, was on 11th
August 1997 from Carlisle to Islay.
Prince Philip held a lunch for the Chairmen of the RAeC Member Associations in February 2015 and

exceptionally well briefed about those attending and proved to be a truly convivial host. Whilst those in
attendance enjoyed the flow of wine during the lunch, Prince Philip’s drink of choice was a glass of
brown ale!
Prince Philip was also the Patron of The Air League and the Guild of Air Pilots and Navigators (now the
Honourable Company of Air Pilots). HCAP’s Prince Philip Helicopter Rescue Award is presented
annually to an individual member of a helicopter crew, a complete crew or the crews of multiple
helicopters, for an act of outstanding courage or devotion to duty in the course of land or sea search and
rescue operations. The Duke was also Air Commodore-in-Chief of the Air Training Corps and Marshall of
the RAF.
Astronaut Buzz Aldrin wrote in his memoirs, “Return to Earth” in the early 1970s, regarding his meeting
with the Royal Family at Buckingham Palace: “Prince Philip was an aviation buff and full of questions”.
His ceremonial royal funeral was held at St George's Chapel, in the grounds of Windsor Castle, on
Saturday 17 April. The service and preceding procession in the castle grounds was televised.
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FLYING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
By the time this Spring issue is published we have been able to get up in the air again for flying other
than maintenance and currency. Flying in England from 29 th March was allowed for solo pilots or those
flying with a member of their household or bubble and opened up for flight training for all pilots and flights
with an instructor with rules on social contact applying. Hopefully we shall see flights with friends and
gatherings of up to aviators at airfields and strips from 17 th May and all legal limits on social contact and
gatherings from late June. All international GA flying should follow the wider rules regarding international
travel until further notice and all national GA activities should take place within the rules and travel
minimised as far as possible.
GA activity in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland haven’t as yet published any specific rules/guidance
for recreational flying but aviators should check the following websites:
in ENGLAND: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
in WALES: https://gov.wales/coronavirus
in SCOTLAND: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
and in Northern Ireland: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19

RETURNING TO RECREATIONAL FLYING
The CAA have produced a special edition of their magazine Clued Up: “Return to Flying” with articles
and resources to support our safe return to flying.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Clued%20up%2021_Download.pdf
and GASCo has produced updated their eLearning course to help you prepare for flights after Lockdown.
https://pro.ispringcloud.eu/acc/pTPKR6MxMDQxODI/s/104182-nkBfZ-9fJck-YxgyQ

EXTENSION TO ALTERNATIVE CLASS RATING REVALIDATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR UK PART-FCL AND NATIONAL PILOT LICENCE HOLDERS
Due to the UK’s Covid pandemic restrictions, the CAA is extending the exemptions which allow pilots to
take advantage of the alternative SSEA, SEP, Microlight, SLMG and TMG class rating revalidation
requirements.
The new expiry date of these alternative arrangements is 31st July 2021.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information

CARBON MONOXIDE CONTAMINATION MINIMISATION
& DETECTION IN GENERAL AVIATION AIRCRAFT
Safety Notice SN2020/003 is to raise awareness of i) the hazards associated with carbon monoxide
exposure, ii) the means of minimising the likelihood of carbon monoxide contamination and iii) to provide
guidance on the use of carbon monoxide detectors in general aviation aircraft. The Notice also updates
regarding the practical CO detector trial run by the CAA in light of the COVID-19 outbreak.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/SafetyNotice2020003V2.pdf
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FLIGHT VISIBILITY & DISTANCE FROM CLOUDS
From May 20 2021 the UK will revert back to the pre Covid-19 rules on flight visibility & distance from
clouds, implementing an amendment to SERA.5001 Table S5-1 that modifies the VMC visibility and
distance from cloud minima in airspace Classes D, F and G.
Pilots will be deemed to have complied with the requirements of SERA.5001 when operating at or below
3,000ft AMSL, or 1,000ft above terrain, whichever is the higher, if they are flying:
Within Class F and G airspace:
a) During day only;
b) Indicated airspeed of 140 kts or less;
c) For all aircraft, remains clear of cloud with the surface in sight and with a flight visibility of at least
1,500 m.
Within Class D airspace:
a) During day only;
b) Indicated airspeed of 140 kts or less;
c) Remains clear of cloud with the surface in sight and;
(i) For aircraft other than helicopters, with a flight visibility of at least 5 km;
(ii) For helicopters, with a flight visibility of at least 1,500 m.
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Rules-of-the-air/Standardised-EuropeanRules-of-the-Air/

FAI COVID-19 SAFETY GUIDELINE FOR AIRSPORTS
The FAI has issued technical and practical recommendations on air sport operations during the COVID19 pandemic. Everyone involved in air sports activities are urged to take responsibility and to follow the
recommendations.
The recommendations are compiled in a document prepared by the FAI Medico-physiological
Commission (CIMP) to lower the chance of becoming ill from COVID-19 and to prevent the spread of the
virus while practicing flying activities or attending air sports meetings, and in particular at an airfield.
Specific ones are provided for the different air sports. For example, for ballooning, a list of
recommendations describes which behaviours and precautions to adopt during the preparations, at
launch point, as well as during and after the flight, for the pilot and passengers.
The document provides a COVID-19 risk assessment and mitigation checklist for use by host countries
and mass gathering organisers. It also includes an operational tool which offers guidance for organisers
holding meetings during the COVID-19 outbreak and which should be accompanied by the WHO
COVID-19 Generic Risk Assessment Excel file. It should be read in conjunction with WHO’s key
planning recommendations for Mass Gatherings in the context of the current COVID-19 outbreak.
https://www.fai.org/sites/default/files/fai_protocol_for_covid-19_affected_events.pdf
https://www.fai.org/sites/default/files/documents/fai-cimp-recommendations-covid-19-v1.1_0.pdf
The FAI guideline protocol is divided into 4 main sections –
1. Websites and Bulletins
2. Competition On-Site Facilities and Services
3. Post-Infection medical treatment and repatriation
4. Matters eligible for national / government support
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However, national regulations prevail at all times over FAI recommendations, which are meant to
complement existing efforts and to support those countries where no specific air sports documents are in
place.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation/coronavirus-covid19-general-aviation updated 29th March 2021
See also
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Displays,-events-and-activities/Flying-displays-and-specialevents/

THE CAA’s GA CHANGE PROGRAMME 2021/22
The CAA published on 19th April how their General Aviation Unit is moving forward with their GA Change
Programme for 2021/22 to take advantage of opportunities for change now that the UK has left the
EASA system. This takes into account the views given to them on their consultation in November 2020
(CAP 1985).
If we do not like where this consultation take us in General Aviation then when the CAA, or anyone else,
asks for our “expert” opinion we need to make sure that they get it!
Approximately 14,000 subscribers – individuals and organisations were directly contacted as well as
8000 through the CAA's Skywise platform. Two weeks before the end of the six-week consultation
period, they issued a reminder that the consultation would close on 18 December 2020. They also used
posts on the CAA’s LinkedIn (generating 33,000 views) and Twitter (generating 44,000 views) accounts
with all these communications providing a link to the consultation on the CAA’s website.
How many actually responded?
952 responses through their online consultation platform, plus a further 18 responses via the GA
Partnership to the first question about the top three priorities, some of which were on behalf of GA
associations such as the BMAA, LAA and Flying Farmers Association. The CAA also received four
formal papers from the General Aviation Alliance, British Gliding Association, PPL/IR and (on the subject
of flight crew licensing specifically) AOPA. Among the 952 responses there were 26 from those who
described themselves as not part of the GA community.
See CONSULTATIONS in this Newsletter for more information and to download the CAA consultation
response

AIR SPORTS OPERATIONS AND COMPETITIONS
SPORTING LICENCES 2021
WORLD RECORD AND INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Some UK and International 2021 air sport competitions are going ahead and we recommend that your
application to your air sport association is done at least four weeks before the event in which you wish to
take part AND that you check the FAI Database to make sure your details are registered, and registered
correctly. http://old.fai.org/about-fai/fai-sporting-licences

RAeC FACEBOOK PAGE
If you aren’t already following and liked our RAeC FaceBook page
https://www.facebook.com/1129595953719600/posts/2985832231429287?sfns=mo

checkout
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Got a PPL? Aged 30 or under? Try Aerobatics!
Get Into Aeros is BAeA initiative aiming to get more young pilots involved in competition aerobatics. The
BAeA (British Aerobatics) hope that some of you may one day join their national teams and they could
even find a future champion or two, not to mention long term members for the BAeA association!

This BAeA (British Aerobatics) initiative event gives PPL holders up to the age of 30 aiming to get more
young pilots involved in competition aerobatics, giving them an insight into the sport and the chance to
try it for themselves, in a two-day event that will be held at Sleap Airfield on the 26-27th of June 2021,
for an all-inclusive price of £199.
No previous aerobatic experience is required!
See the British Aerobatics section in this Newsletter for more information

Youth & Education Support : Working Together in Youth Aviation
Ellie Carter is the new Chairwoman of YES

See the YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES section in this Newsletter for more information
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https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free

DON’T FORGET YOUR 5% online discount from Pooleys
If you are ordering any flight equipment from Pooleys https://www.pooleys.com use the promotional
code YES at the checkout and you will be helping to support the work that YES (Youth & Education
Support) is doing in the community and you’ll get a 5% discount off your orders.
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s free. Just down load the membership form
and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the Youth Education branch of the LAA,
delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of today.

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
The FAI title for the 2021 contest was very appropriate to the times in which we find ourselves as the
emphasis is on the importance of friendship and personal relationships in the world of aviation.
“A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS” was the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2021
and focused not only on the flying itself but on the friendships that are created and nurtured on the
ground as well as in the skies when practicing air sports.
Check out the LAA section in this Newsletter to see the UK entry

The aim of the BMFA’s Radio Controlled (RC) Achievement Scheme is to encourage RC model
flyers to improve their standard of flying and safety, and to prove that standard to an Examiner. The
scheme is run by the BMFA as a National Scheme and it is open to all RC model flyers, including
non BMFA members, of which there are over 100,000 model aircraft and drone operators registered
with the CAA.
Where a non BMFA member wishes to participate in the achievement scheme the examiner, who
will be conducting the test, must inform the BMFA office via email or telephone no later than the day
prior to the test being carried out of the non-member’s full name, address and the date that the test
will be conducted. This enables the BMFA to extend insurance at suitable levels for the day of the
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test. If this procedure is not followed the test will be invalid but why not join the BMFA and enjoy
many other benefits of BMFA membership.
However, the RC Achievement Scheme may be used by any model flying group or club, whether it
is BMFA affiliated or not and all applications from clubs who wish to participate in the scheme are
welcome.
https://achievements.bmfa.uk/contact-the-asrc/power-silent-flight-national-scheme-controller

Fundamentally, the RC Achievements Scheme is all about personal goals and challenges. It is
intended to provide every RC flyer with something to aspire to and aim for, should they so wish and
encompasses power and silent flight disciplines.
The scheme provides Proficiency Certificates and Achievement awards. Achievement Awards are
available at ‘A’ (basic) and ‘B’ (advanced) levels for a wide variety of disciplines. Specialist ‘C’
certificate endorsements are also available to ‘B’ certificate holders ie These are for Aerobatics,
Scale and Gas Turbine. For Silent Flight, there are three additional Thermal Certificates, the Gold,
Diamond and Diamond Star, which are run independently by BARCS.
See BMFA section in this Newsletter for details of May Coaching and Test days

THE RAeS
Our sister organisation, the RAeS founded in 1866 and now represents all aspects of professional
aeronautical and aerospace engineering and operation in the U.K. Its primary role is as a Learned
Society covering Engineering Council registration, education and career development in this field. It also
encompasses a variety of special interest groups. Its local branches, in the UK and overseas, organise
programmes of lectures and events. A series of major conferences, lectures and events is held at the
headquarters in central London. Lectures and conferences are normally open to interested nonmembers.
The RAeS has Branches all over the UK and globally, find your local Branch here
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/branches-divisions/branches/
The RAeS also has 20+ Specialist Interest Groups,
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/specialist-groups/

you

can

find

a

full

list
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here

MAKE THIS GLIDING MODEL AN OFFICIAL LEGO KIT
BGA glider pilot Ethan Low has made an inspiring working model of 3 gliders flying out of Lego based on
a classic 1930’s wooden glider, an ultralight pioneer-era glider and a modern glass fibre glider.

You only need to use 2 of the completed models to spin around the base creating an illusion of flight
within a thermal.
If he gets 1000 supporters this could become an official LEGO kit.
Send your vote to https://ideas.lego.com/projects/13b24a95-a418-4180-b783-6db5381074bf

NEW REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
(INCLUDES MODEL AIRCRAFT AND DRONES)
CAP 658, the longstanding guidance on the safe flying of model aircraft, has been withdrawn and will
be replaced as an additional annex (F) to CAP 722 and which will NOT include any guidance on the
flying of model aircraft.
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information

SMALL LIGHT AIRCRAFT 450-600kg
Both the BMAA and the LAA (notice the alphabetical order Ed.) have been campaigning hard to
allow these aircraft to be sold in the UK without having to go through expensive EASA certification
and could see a revolution future in air sport flying.
Even though these aircraft will be under BMAA badging pilots holding either a PPL(A), a NPPL or a
LAPL will be able to fly them, after any necessary differences training
(See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for information on differences
training).

UK BORDER CROSSINGS: ATA CARNET & BONDS
The BGA and BBAC have been involved in two meetings to date with Border Force and HMRC
regarding the temporary crossing of the UK border with gliders in trailers towed by private vehicles
and hot air balloons in private vehicles or being trailered. The third and hopefully conclusive
meeting will take place in early May. The outcome of these meetings may be of interest to other Air
Sport members.
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OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
BRIZE NORTON AND OXFORD AIR SPACE CHANGES PROPOSAL
Both these proposals for changes to the air space surrounding Brize and Oxford have been refused by
the CAA.
Among the reasons given are that the proposals do not make compelling cases for the creation of
TMZ’s; show a misinterpretation of the rules for a TMZ; the final proposals differed significantly from the
preferred options presented in the consultation and in the case of Brize, their proposal did not
adequately resolve integration issues.

SCULPTOR ROBERT ERSKINE

Sculptor Robert Erskine’s “Soft Trent” is based on a Rolls Royce Trent 300 series jet engine and will be
on public show from the 22nd of May until the end of 2021 at the UK’s newest exhibition venue, The
Museum of Making, Derby. Robert Erskine felt that the Trent series engines look so much like jelly fish
and in the exhibition venue’s entrance hall, hanging from the ceiling, is a full size 7 tonne Rolls Royce
Trent 1000 engine.
Robert Erskine is an English sculptor, designer and broadcaster, known for his monumental public
works. Completing his post-graduate studies under Professor Reg Butler at the Slade School of Fine Art,
London, Robert continued to work from studios in London until 2014. He currently lives and works in
Suffolk and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Sculptors and a recipient of the Otto Beit Award (OBA) for
outstanding public sculpture.
He has created a number of landmark sculptures for commercial, public and regeneration schemes and
many sculptures have been awarded the status of 'permanent public monuments' by The Public
Monuments Sculpture Association and The Courtauld Institute for contributing to the heritage and culture
of the nation.
Robert describes his passion for engineering, industry and nature as his main artistic influences and a
hands-on approach as being essential to developing his ideas.
The impetus to create “Soft Trent” resulted when visiting the Imperial War Museum Duxford,
Cambridge. He says he had not intended to go there to look specifically for stimulus, just curiosity, but as
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is often the case it occurs when least expecting it if your tuning channels are open and receptive. Robert
says “Soft Trent” explores the relationship between jet engine propulsion in both nature and
engineering. On entering Hanger 1 you encounter a cheeky large scale jelly fish on a stand, at least
that’s what I saw. It’s stunning, smacking you with its vitality, energy and presence. Its scale is perfect,
proportions balanced. In fact it’s a Rolls Royce Trent 800 series High-Bypass Turbofan jet engine, first
used for the Boeing 777 Aircraft.
I was taken by the similarity of jelly and cuttle fish, clams and so forth which use nature’s system of jet
propulsion to move. Actually a jelly fish uses its ‘bell’ structure to push itself forwards. I had to take those
bits which grabbed me and, using wrought bronze, try and show to myself the visual impact of the Trent
800 which excited me. It’s about the fusion of nature and engineering.
I chose the title “Soft Trent” because that’s what it is, a soft organic sculptural form that doesn’t
replicate the precision of a full scale Rolls Royce Trent jet engine. Those elements which echo a jelly fish
or squid are woven into the shapes that also have an engineered feel.
Scale wise I wanted a presence, an impact, and the size of this sculpture I feel is just right. So, the result
is this jelly fish jet engine form on an engineered support frame, with its tentacle like service cables
hanging down presenting itself with a sense of forward energy and power.
Initial drawings are made to crystallise what Robert wants to make,

followed by a maquette, or small scale working model. This helps work out any problems of form and
issues of scaling up in size, often resulting in changes and refined the main volumes of the larger
finished “Soft Trent”. Maquettes are always an exciting part of the development process. As well as the
opportunity to form and refine ideas and scale, they often become significant artworks themselves,
prized for their initial creation as the study evolves or becomes enlarged.
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The exercise really is about sharing the excitement of my discovery or realisation that jelly fish and
squids are the essence of big jet engines.
The opening show at The Museum of Making is about Scale and Robert Erskine’s sculpture includes
working drawings and a small scale maquette of the larger piece and why the museum approached him
to create a smaller scale jet engine like sculpture.

Robert has also recorded an audio with the head curator about “Soft Trent” which is fun and not
cerebral art speak, for visitors to hear.

The Museum of Making in the Derwent Valley Mills UNESCO World Heritage Site on Silk Mill Lane
Derby DE1 3AF will be a contemporary space telling Derby’s 300-year history of making to inspire new
creativity and will be opening it’s doors on the 21st May. The museum will also be the home of the
Institute of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths), a key educational resource for
Derby and the wider UK generously supported by Rolls-Royce.
To view some of Robert’s other sculptures http://www.roberterskine.com/portfolio.html
Some of Robert’s maquettes are for sale, as an edition or even the unique original.
For enquiries: http://www.roberterskine.com/contact.html
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£50,000 PRIZE FOR HUMAN POWERED CROSS-CHANNEL RACE
£50,000 is being offered to the winning team of the Great Human Powered Aircraft Race due take place
in June 2022 with £10,000 prize going to the second fastest team and £5,000 to the fastest female pilot.
https://thegreatrace2022.com/news/ The first and only crossing of the Channel in a human powered
aircraft (HPA) was 42 years ago by Bryan Allen in the aircraft Gossamer Albatross designed by Paul
MacCready and no successful attempts have been made since.

Bryan Allen: (photo:BHPFC)

The race will mark the 60th anniversary of the first flight of human-powered aircraft by Derek Piggott in
the Southampton University student aircraft SUMPAC. Entrants will have to fly 35km from Folkestone to
France. All aircraft will take off on the same day to ensure no team has an unfair advantage due to
weather though take-offs will be staggered to ensure there are no mid-air collisions. Aircraft will be
followed by speed boats with rescue divers standing by in case an aircraft ditches.
For more information: https://bhpfc.org.uk/

PROJECT TEL
Project TEL is to provide the DfT with information before they take any action re 100LL.
At most airfields the GA fuel on offer is 100LL and sometimes Jet A1 and rarely UL91. A GA aircraft
operator needs to know which unleaded fuel, if any, their aircraft can safely use. Also, despite ongoing
research a reasonably priced replacement for 100LL has not yet been developed or certified so not all
piston-engine aircraft can be moved to a single unleaded aviation fuel.
It has been estimated that 65% of UK registered piston-engine aircraft could run happily on UL91. AOPA
UK along with the LAA, DfT and other aviation organisations are wanting to create a list of aircraft that
CAN use UL91 and find ways to increase availability.
AOPA would like our help. Would you be able to help gather and process data just for a few hours? If so
contact malcolm@aopa.co.uk

GA SAFETY PROMOTIONS EVENTS WEBPAGE
To support the safe return to flying now that COVID-19 national lockdown restrictions are easing, the UK
CAA's General Aviation Unit (GAU) is publicising GA Safety Promotion Events on their website. have
compiled various General Aviation safety promotion events hosted by the UK CAA as well as by UK
based General Aviation membership organisations and will be updated monthly.
If your General Aviation Membership organisation would like the GAU to support your event please feel
free to get in touch with them.
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Safety-information/GA-Safety-Promotion-Events/
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TOUCHDOWN RADIO

TouchDown Radio’s official Website is now live www.touchdownradio.co.uk
www.thecumulus.club which offers aviation discounts and special offers.

as

is

their

This is a new radio station dedicated to the Aviation industry launched on 1st May 2021 at 10am. This
London-based digital platform is licensed to play in 47 countries around the world and will be
broadcasting a mix of aviation news, weather updates, topical features, and music. Listeners can tune in
to Touchdown Radio for a wide range of music from the 60s right through to the best of today brought to
you by the UK's only aviation dedicated Airway Controllers. The Touchdown Radio team of Controllers
are experts at talking and of course playing great music!
Whilst Touchdown Radio makes the final pre-flight checks ready to launch on the 1 May 2021 you can
go to www.touchdownradio.co.uk to read some blogs, check out the news or events and have a nose in
the Aviation Directory which houses 950+ aviation businesses. The Touchdown Radio Apple and
Android apps are available at www.touchdownradio.co.uk and all good app stores. They are extremely
excited and would love to hear from you to request songs & suggestions for interviewees.
They might also like to publicise your Airsport organisation and any events that you might be
holding. Contact Rebecca (In-Flight Service Team) 0208 050 7479 or media@touchdownradio.co.uk

Ofcom: CHANGES TO RADIO LICENCE CONDITIONS
The Ofcom licensing changes (for radios in aircraft) are to meet international agreed guidelines on
electromagnetic fields (EMF) to help ensure services operate in a way that will not adversely health.
These guidelines on EMF exposure include a requirement to calculate a safe distance to protect you.
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/emf
It would appear that typical transmitting equipment in GA aircraft their power and duty cycle (transmitting
in a six minute period) little or no action should be required other than recording the requirement and
your compliance in your aircraft record pack.
Ofcom has published a General Notice https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/emf/generalnotice-licence-variation and notified other licensees of our proposals to vary a wide range of licences to
require licensees to comply with the ICNIRP general public limits and keep records to demonstrate how
they comply. This licence variation process is now underway, and we are now in a transition period.
During this transition period, Ofcom will still accept new applications and will still issue licences.
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THE CAA’S GAU FOCUS ON RETURNING TO FLYING POST COVID
The first quarter of 2021 has seen the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) General Aviation Unit (GAU)
focused on supporting the UK’s General Aviation (GA) community on a safe return to flying following the
government’s easing of COVID-19 restrictions.



















This included:
Publishing a special Clued Up: Return to Flying magazine
Virtual Voyage 2021: General Aviation Summit
The virtual roadshow included an update on;
Getting back in the air safely
Understanding Human Factors
The future of aviation
Life after EASA and an update on the GA consultation
Licensing
Running COVID-19 recovery workshops with Key GA organisations
Published a Safety Notice, providing additional guidance for UK GA community member
Published exemptions providing support and flexibility to qualified pilots and students.
Updating “Sky Way Code” https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Safety-information/The-Skyway-Code/
The CAA awarded a contract for the provision of GA safety promotions commencing from 1 April 2021 to
Astral Aviation Consulting Ltd. They sought a third-party supplier to provide a cost effective and efficient
safety promotion and safety education service to pilots across the general aviation sector to support
existing work in this area. https://www.caa.co.uk/News/Astral-Aviation-Consulting-Ltd-awarded-GASafety-promotions-contract/
The CAA have sought to deliver on their top-level principles for better GA regulation to help create a
vibrant and dynamic GA sector in the UK. These principles are:
Only regulate directly when necessary and do so proportionately
Deregulate where we can
Delegate where appropriate
Do not gold-plate, and quickly and efficiently remove gold-plating that already exists
Sophie-Louise O'Sullivan, Interim Head of the CAA's GA Unit has said, “In order to support a safe
return to flying, as a unit we have tried to share guidance and support as far and as wide as we can.
Across the return to flying initiatives undertaken we have reached an audience of approx. 33,200. The
Department for Transport (DfT) has issued guidance on recreational flying and we encourage all UK GA
community members to be familiar with the guidance.”

THE ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON GENERAL AVIATION
(APPG-GA) https://generalaviationappg.uk
Whilst the APPG-GA is currently in suspension and shortly to be resurrected, it has attracted a record
208 parliamentary members, including 28 Privy Councillors, 16 former Cabinet ministers, 4 former
Transport Ministers and one current Party Leader, reflecting the importance attached to promoting jobs
and growth through General Aviation in Great Britain and Northern Ireland today by this current
Parliament.
LOBBYING IS ALL THE RAGE SO
https://generalaviationappg.uk/new-lobby-pack/

EDUCATE

YOUR

MP

about

GA

matters

APPG-GA Public Enquiry Point: Mr Matthew Bolshaw, Chipperfield, Back Lane, Letchmore Heath,
Hertfordshire, WD25 8EJ Email: Matthew@GeneralAviationAPPG.uk

ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY : CAA EC Rebate scheme
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The CAA EC Rebate scheme of up to £250 for Electronic Conspicuity devices has been extended until
September 30th, 2021 and purchased by 31st August 2021? Apply sooner rather than later, those
meeting the requirements can claim a 50% rebate of the purchase cost of an EC device to a maximum of
£250.00 (including VAT), per applicant, NOT PER device.
You will need to register for a CAA Portal account (see below) and complete identity checks;
when the CAA have verified the checks you can complete the rebate form.
The CAA anticipates up to 10,000 rebates will be available. CRITERIA: Funding is for carry-on or
aircraft-fitted devices only. Ground system components do not qualify for this scheme.

Applicants can claim a single rebate of 50% - up to £250 - on EC equipment purchased.

Only equipment purchased from 1st October 2020 until 31 August 2021 will be eligible for rebate.

You must produce a proof of purchase receipt.

You must hold at least one of the following UK issued pilot licences (UK or EASA part FCL):

Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL)

Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL)

National PPL (NPPL)

Sailplane Pilot’s Licence (SPL)

Balloon Pilot’s Licence (BPL)

Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence (LAPL)

Or be a registered member of the British Gliding Association (BGA), or a member of the British
Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) holding a current 'Pilot' rating.
If you are UAS/UAV operator then you must hold an authorisation issued specifically to them by the
CAA (i.e. a permission, exemption or “operational authorisation”).
HOW TO APPLY
Login
or
register
for
an
account
on
the
CAA
online
customer
portal.
https://sso.caa.co.uk/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f&wctx=rm%
3d0%26id%3dpassive%26ru%3d%252f&wct=2020-1017T14%3a17%3a53Z&wreply=https%3a%2f%2fportal.caa.co.uk%2f
This is a one-off process so if you have already registered you can log in using your existing account. If
you are registering for a new account, then you will need to wait for an email from them confirming your
account is live.
Once logged in to your account on the portal you can complete the EC rebate online application form
where you will be asked to supply details and evidence of your purchase.
Following the completion of your application form you will have the option to either download a copy of
your application form to your device or receive an email copy for your records.
Turnaround time for receiving your Electronic Conspicuity Rebate (including Portal registration) is up to
30 working days. For all enquiries please contact ECRebate@caa.co.uk
For more information:
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/Electronic-Conspicuitydevices/
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INSPIRING AVIATION: REACH FOR THE SKY!
The Aviation Skills team at the Department for Transport (DfT) has recognised the value that air sport
brings to the wider aviation industry, [at last Ed] and are launching an exciting campaign with the charity
“Education and Employers” which aims to attract 1,000 volunteers across the aviation industry to deliver
talks about their careers and inspire young people from a range of backgrounds.
“Reach for the Sky” is the UK government’s aviation skills programme aimed at inspiring the next
generation of aviation professionals whilst striving to make aviation diverse, inclusive and accessible to
all. The programme partners with industry, educators and organisations to raise the profile of aviation,
create new and improved career pathways, develop enhanced outreach activities, and make training
more financially accessible. “Education and Employers” https://www.educationandemployers.org will be
connecting volunteers from the aviation industry, funded by the DfT, with schools across the UK.
Volunteers are asked to give a minimum of 1 hour of their time per year. This is an ambitious target.
The DfT really want to get as many volunteers signed up to the campaign as possible, from a range of
aviation backgrounds. If you are interested in signing up, the link is
https://educationandemployersprogrammes.force.com/s/signupitf?type=volunteer&campaign=Inspiring+
Aviation

DfT PUBLISH THEIR GA ROADMAP FOR 2021
The DfT want GA to be a flourishing, wealth generating and job producing sector of the economy and the
network of airfields is a national asset with airfields providing crucial connectivity, both for business and
emergency services, and for leisure and sporting flying. It is vital we have airspace that is efficient and
works for all users, enabling integration and a wide range of flying activities. Airfields are crucial to
ensuring that the impact of innovation across the Aviation sector is fully realised, and it is key that we
protect, enhance and innovate GA infrastructure.
This Roadmap provides an update on the DfT’s GA Programme activities including work with the CAA’s
GA Unit and achievements over the last 12 months. It sets out DfT priorities for their ambitious future
programme of work, both in the short/medium term to support the recovery of the GA sector and seize
the opportunities following the EU transition period; and our longer-term priorities to support the aviation
sector and deliver government’s strategic objectives.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97985
6/general-aviation-roadmap-spring-2021.pdf

FLYING FROM AND TO THE UK
Planning a GA flight to Europe will now require understanding the many and varied rules, regulations
and permissions needed to fly a UK registered aircraft in the European Union. The agreements between
the various European national aviation bodies with the UK CAA are under review and being rewritten
once agreed. France has a reciprocal agreement in place; Finland is a simple online form and selfdeclaration; Czech Republic wants nothing at all; Denmark wants copies of every single document;
Belgium charges for granting permissions and many EU countries will not accept UK CAA medical selfdeclarations so you will need a Class 2 medical.
AIP’s are another matter: German ones are via online application and password protected; the
Netherlands are freely available.
New Declaration for International Travel Form from 31st March until further notice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97371
9/declaration-form-for-international-travel-from-29-march-2021.pdf
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter for more information
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FANCY BECOMING A GB ASTRONAUT?
With construction of the International Space Station (ISS) now almost complete and with a planned
return of humans, after a five-decade hiatus, to deep-space exploration (beyond the protection of the
Earth’s magnetic field to the Moon’s orbit and surface) for the first time in over a decade, the European
Space Agency is recruiting astronauts. With the right qualifications and interest in space you may find
yourself eligible and perhaps a strong candidate as an Air Sport participant without having ever
considered the possibility. ESA has secured opportunities for 3 astronaut missions to the lunar
Gateway between 2025 and 2030.
New for 2021: Reserve Astronauts. Candidates reaching this stage who are not ultimately selected will
be offered the opportunity to become an ESA Reserve Astronaut. They will maintain their “day job” and
be seconded to ESA for two weeks per year for further training. In the event of attrition in the core
Astronaut Corps, or in the event that their home country secures a commercial National space mission
opportunity, the Reserve Astronaut could be activated and trained for participation in a space mission.

What do ESA astronauts do, what are the qualities being looked for and how can you apply?
DO: ESA’s astronaut corps have participation in long-duration (four to six months) missions on the ISS;
on average there is one ESA astronaut mission participant per year to the ISS and deep-space
exploration missions to the lunar Gateway and possibly the lunar surface.
QUALITIES NEEDED: Basic eligibility requirements include the following: A background in science,
engineering, medicine or as a test pilot; three years of relevant work experience; undergraduate or
masters’ level degree in relevant academic experience (in the case of test pilots, graduation from a
recognised Test Pilot school is considered equivalent); Fluent in English; Preferred age range of 27-50 at
the time of application; Physical fitness appropriate to age.
HOW TO APPLY: https://www.esa.int/About_Us/Careers_at_ESA/ESA_Astronaut_Selection
ESA’s selection process: Online application including submission of a JAR-FCL 3 Class 2 aviation
medical at the candidates’ own cost. Foci of questions include piloting/language/international/outreach
experiences, experimental/medical experiences, professional activities and associations, sporting
activities (especially those with the need to demonstrate high situational awareness in
emergency/contingency situations eg aviating), hands-on skills and charitable/community activities.
Full day of cognitive tests: A mixture of multiple-choice and computer simulations focussed on visual
and auditory memory, spatial awareness/orientation, ability to multi-task, mathematics and engineering.
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Full day of psychological tests: This includes exercises in groups of six candidates focussed on teambuilding and co-operative activities as well as one-on-one cooperation, psychological questionnaires and
both panel and individual interviews.
Physio-Medical tests over one week: These tests focus primarily (but not exclusively) on medical
rather than physical fitness and include extensive MRI, ultrasound, EKG and X-ray scans as well as tests
of visual and auditory acuity, cardiopulmonary fitness etc.,a colonoscopy and further psychiatric
evaluation.
Panel Interview: with the Director of Human and Robotic Exploration and colleagues; and finally an
interview with the Director-General of ESA
If you are interested in applying for 2021 selection, I strongly recommend studying the following two
presentations/documents on the 2008 methodology and results for further information:
http://asmameeting.org/asma2013_mp/pdfs/asma2013_present_408.pdf
and
https://ukamsat.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/1a_mogensen-astronaut_selection.pdf as well as
reading the autobiographies of Tim Peake and Samantha Cristoforetti which superb insights into the
2008 ESA selection as well as increment-specific training and their wider perspectives and learn as
much as possible about the work of ESA’s Human and Robotic Exploration Directorate as well as the
wider work of the European Space Agency.

ESA astronaut Tim Peake and Jackie Smith at 2018 RAeC Awards Ceremony (photo: Craig Poxon)

For British Airfield news, the good news and sadly some bad news
See Is Your Airfield Under Threat? Section in this Newsletter
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GAU AND RPAS TO COMBINE
Sophie O’Sullivan, interim Head of Unmanned Aircraft Systems Unit & General Aviation Unit, said,
“Bringing the teams together over the past six months has shown there are many internal similarities on
how the units run and huge benefits for the external communities in working collaboratively on shared
challenges. These include the ability to collectively work together on airspace integration and collaborate
on innovation through aspects such as the Future Flight Fund work and the Airfield Advisory Fund.”

Sophie will become Head of the combined General Aviation Unit (GAU) and Remotely Piloted Aircraft
System Unit (RPAS).

PEDAL PLANES
Andre and his team have moved into a larger workshop in as running out of space. Surprising how much
space pedal planes take up but then they do have rather a lot of them and are building more and more. If
anyone wants to bring their pedal plane along to any of the events listed below, to beat either the UK or
World records, then please contact andre.faehdnrich@ntlworld.com

DATE

LOCATION

EVENT

COMMENTS

19 & 20th
June 2021
1st August

Turweston
NN13 5YD
Old Warden
SG18 9DX
Popham Airfield
SO21 3BD
Old Warden
SG18 9DX
Old Warden
SG18 9DX

Air-Britain 41st
Annual Fly-in
Family Air Show
Need for speed
STOL Event &
UK Pedal Planes
Race Weekend

RANs & Pedal Planes

World Pedal
Plane Gathering

Current World record 53
Pedal Planes

4th & 5th
September
2nd & 3rd
October
28th, 29th & 30th
December

RANs & Pedal Planes
Current UK record 31
Pedal planes
RANs & Pedal Planes
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FAI MEETINGS FOR SUB-COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
February 2021 saw meeting dates and times scheduled for the sixteen CIA Sub-Committees (SC) and
Working Groups (WG). All meetings were set with a 2.5-hour timeslot. The challenge for all the meetings
was to balance the starting times across the world time zones of SC & WC members.
For some committee members, Zoom allowed them to ‘see’ their counterparts for the first time and to
share ideas ‘face-to-face’, rather than by email exchange. Everyone felt this was a real plus in the face of
so many other life limitations due to Covid-19 regulations. SC chairs and members decided to continue
the Zoom meetings in future to allow for the complete group of members to convene ahead of the
Plenary meeting. Balloonists from 31 countries participated in the CIA ePlenary Zoom meeting.
FAI WORLD AND CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (CAT.1) and FAI-SANCTIONED EVENTS
(CAT.2)
See https://www.fai.org/events?upcoming=1&f%5B0%5D=fai_event_year%3A2021&display=list

A LITTLE SOMETHING TOPICAL TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Reproduced with kind permission from Gary Clark
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Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT)
Charity Commission No.1068451
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org

Through active and ongoing involvement in fund raising and the preparation of grant applications, the
Trust prime focus is improving the public accessibility of the Royal Aero Club Collection and increasing
the availability of bursaries to help young people improve their flying skills.
The Royal Aero Club Trust (RAeCT) has 2 main objectives:
1.
The Trust's main aim is to enable young people to achieve their full physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potential through participation in air sports and recreation. To offset financial constraints, the
Flying for Youth Scheme offers initial bursaries to young people aged between 14 and 21 years to
enhance existing qualifications. The Advanced bursaries assist more experienced air sports persons up
to 24 years of age reach the very highest level of achievement such as gaining an instructor qualification
or to compete in international or national competitions.
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries
2.
The Trust through its connection with The Royal Aero Club is concerned to maintain and enhance
the presentation of over one hundred years of aviation history represented by artefacts, memorabilia and
archive documents originally owned by the Club and now owned by the Trust. These are primarily house
with the RAF Museums but also available through the Trust’s “Collections” website
(www.royalaeroclubcollection.org).

NEWS
My thanks to David Bills, RAeCT Chairman of Trustees and Bursary Manager, for his report:
I am very pleased to report that in spite of the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent national
restrictions on normal working and social activity, the Trust has continued to fulfil its objectives. The
main objectives have not changed: these are promoting, encouraging applications and awarding
bursaries to help youngsters to develop in their air sport through the Flying for Youth Scheme; and also
cataloguing and conserving the unique collection of Royal Aero Club Trust memorabilia. The latter
includes a significant amount of the archives relating to early flight and a number of aviation paintings
and artefacts.

2020 and 2021 ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST BURSARIES
The Trust awarded 33 bursaries in 2020 and has provisionally awarded a further 27 bursaries in 2021.
Details of the 2020 awards can be found on the Trust’s website: www.royalaeroclubtrust.org and the
details of the 2021 awards will be placed on the website when those who have been provisionally
selected have confirmed that they accept the bursary and the programme for achieving their air sports
goals.
As a number of those who were given awards in 2021 were not able to complete the training during the
year, the Trust indicated that bursary offers could be carried over to 2021. In the event, 10 bursary
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recipients (a light aircraft pilot; 3 glider pilots; 3 skydivers; a flight simulator pilot and 2 model aircraft
flyers) were able to qualify for payment of their grants in 2020 whilst another 19 of the 2020 bursary
recipients have been allowed to carry bursary offers over to 2021. Whilst some applicants seek to
advance basic qualifications, others have sought to enter national and international competitions.
Unfortunately, most of the international and national competitions due to take place in 2020 had to be
cancelled. As in previous years, the Trust has prioritised applications from disadvantaged applicants,
including those financially challenged and those returning from injury, or coping with disabilities.
Two bursary award holders in 2020, Eloy Navarro Fisher, a sport parachutist, and Bradley Lefley-Kemp,
a glider pilot, did manage to complete their training and are shown in the photographs below.

Eloy Navarro Fisher

Bradley Lefley-Kemp

Additionally, Rachel Calvert, a fixed wing pilot, and Ethan Williams, an aero modeller, have each been
awarded provisionally a bursary in 2021.

Rachel Calvert

27

Ethan Williams

The Trust very much hopes that normality will be restored in 2021. We remain very grateful to our
sponsors and benefactors for their generosity and we wish every success to those who are involved in
the Flying for Youth Scheme.
The full list of 2020 bursary winners can be viewed on
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O9YVv3vK1tQXzOiJ3ux2wwDh6J_1506q/view

the

Trust

website:

and the 2021 bursary winners at http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries

SOME OF THE 2020 RAeCT BURSARY WINNERS

•

The John Downer Bursary: Shayan Hassanbigi
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Patron’s Scholar: Alice Gomm, advanced Sky-Diver

Aeromodelling: George Issacs

ROYAL AERO CLUB MEMORABILIA
The indexing of the Collection throughout the year and many enquiries have been received and
answered.
The RAeCT’s collection of Royal Aero Club memorabilia is all housed at the RAF Museum and continues
to be available on-line to aviation researchers thereby providing important public access to archival
material. Similarly, the Trust continues to facilitate access to its historic art collection through display on
line, at the RAF Museum and on loan.
The Museum, a long term supporter of the Trust, has been updated with new exhibits to celebrate the
Centenary of the Royal Air Force and the place of Hendon in the history of British aviation. The Trust
has contributed a number of items to the exhibition.

29

ROYAL AERO CLUB TRUST VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Want to give something back to air sports?
the Trust?

Interested in the management and future development of

Then why not apply to become a Trust volunteer?
The Royal Aero Club Trust currently seeks volunteers to further strengthen the Trust Management Team
and assist the Trust in its development in the coming decade. If you have a keen interest in air sports
generally or you have particular skills, interest or experience in aviation heritage, fundraising and grant
making, IT, or communications (PR), why not contact the Trust to discuss volunteering opportunities and
the possibility of eventually being appointed to the Trust Management Committee.
If this opportunity excites you then email your interest to the Chairman of Trustees, David Bills
(bursaries@royalaeroclubtrust.org)

BURSARY SPONSORSHIPS
The Trust is immensely grateful to all sponsors for their generous financial support vital to enable the
Trust to achieve its goals of encouraging air sport youngsters in their chosen air sport and for the
preservation of the Trust’s aviation memorabilia.
For example, the newly donated Pooley Bursary, announced earlier in the year, and awarded to light
aircraft pilot Benjamin Gilmore training for his PPL at the Shropshire Aero Club has been successfully
claimed despite pandemic restrictions.
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https://www.aerobatics.org.uk

NEWS
BRITISH AEROBATICS You Tube CHANNEL
Head over to BAeA’s YouTube channel to see the videos of their recent “Talk Aeros” presentations.

Dave Farley talks about his experiences taking part in a major international contest and Ringo Massa
give his tips and tricks for using his excellent OpenAero software.
at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXwPpApDID76zfyKcIKW49w

THE 2021 GET INTO AEROS
Got a PPL? Aged 30 or under? Try Aerobatics!
Get Into Aeros is an initiative aiming to get more young pilots involved in competition aerobatics. We
hope that some of you may one day join our national teams and we could even find a future champion
or two, not to mention long term members for our association! The event gives PPL holders up to the
age of 30 an insight into the sport and the chance to try it for themselves, in a two-day event that will
be held at Sleap Airfield on the 26-27th of June 2021, for an all-inclusive price of £199. No previous
aerobatic experience is required!
The inaugural event was held in May 2016 and, following on from its success, was held again in 2018
and 2019. The report from the most recent event can be found here. Participants from all 3 previous
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events have not only continued their aerobatic training with confidence, but have gone on to compete,
work their way up through the different levels of competition, and even take home a few medals!

The Flying: Participants will undertake two flights with an instructor; one training flight away from the
airfield, where you will learn the Club sequence before returning to the competition ‘box’ to fly it, and a
second flight that will take you straight into the box to fly the sequence a second time. Our judges will
provide critique for both flights.
Briefings & Presentations: A detailed briefing will be given on the structure of the event, how
competitions work, and the sequence you will be flying. Throughout the event, additional
presentations will be given by British Aerobatics members - including previous Get Into Aeros
participants - on how to get involved in the sport, and some of the opportunities available to you. It is
also a great opportunity to chat to them and find out more about aerobatics in general.
Demonstrations: Watch British Aerobatics pilots - from Sports to Advanced level - demonstrate a
competition sequence in the box, along with commentary explaining what the judges are looking for in
their flying. This will give you an idea of the increasing complexity of the different levels, but also show
that it’s not all the very complicated stuff you may have seen by our top pilots.
The multiple National Aerobatic Champion and Red Bull Air Race World Champion Nigel Lamb will
be in attendance at the event, and he will chat to you all to share his considerable experience in the
sport and answer any questions you might have.
Camping & Food: Free camping will be available on the airfield, should you wish to do so. The
airfield café will be serving food throughout the event, although this is not included in the price.
If you are 30 or under, have a PPL, and are interested in pursuing an exciting career in aerobatics,
please fill out the application form below by the closing date 2nd May 2021.
No aerobatic experience is required – and enthusiasm and commitment to the sport! If you have any
further
questions
about
the
event
or
application
process,
please
email
getintoaeros@aerobatics.org.uk or apply online https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/getintoaeros/apply
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2021 NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Due to unknown Covid-19 restrictions, the structure of events may change at very short notice

July 3rd BAeA Open Club Power Event: Little Gransden
Entry deadline: 24th June
Club - £30.00 (BAeA Club Plaque)
Competing pilot fee £25.00
Entry fee is £30. An airfield usage fee of £25 will be payable on the
day.
Registration: 09:00hrs Briefing: 09:30hrs
Sat AM Club Known Compulsory, First Flight : Pilots will have the opportunity of a short training
flight away from the airfield before returning to fly the sequence in the overhead. This sequence will
be judged for training purposes.
Sat PM Club Known Compulsory, Second Flight: Pilots will fly the sequence in the overhead again
but without the training flight beforehand. This flight will be judged in the same way as regular
competitions, with a 'winner' being crowned.
July 10th-11th: John McLean Trophy (Power) (Venue TBC) Entry deadline: 1st July
Club - £30.00 (BAeA Club Plaque)
Sports - £50.00 (John McLean Trophy)
Competing pilot fee: £25.00
Registration: From 09:00hrs Saturday
Briefing: Friday - 19:30hrs On-Line (Zoom)
Saturday - 10:00hrs
Sunday - 08:00hrs
Programme Saturday: Club Known 1st flight
Sports Known
Club Known 2nd flight
Sports 1st Unknown
Programme Sunday: Sports 2nd Unknown
Club Known 3rd flight
Sports 3rd Unknown
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July 24th-25th: McAully & Fenland Power Trophies: Leicester (EGBG) Entry deadline: 15th July
Sports - £50.00 (Elywn McAully Trophy)
Intermediate - £80.00 (Fenland Trophy)
Competing pilot fee: £25.00
Registration: From 09:00 Saturday
Briefing: Friday 19:30hrs On-Line (Zoom)
Saturday 10:00hrs
Sunday 08:00hrs
Programme Saturday: Sports McAully Known
Intermediate Free Known
Sports 1st Unknown
Intermediate 1st Unknown
Programme Sunday: Sports 2nd Unknown
Intermediate 2nd Unknown
Sports 3rd Unknown
Intermediate 3rd Unknown
The prestigious McAully Trophy dates from 1962, though the sequence format now requires Sports
pilots to fly the Known Compulsory programme plus 3 free figures totalling a maximum of 30K to be
performed immediately after the Known but with an unpenalised break for height / repositioning if
required. Within these three figures, no manoeuvre (i.e. Aresti Catalogue number) may be repeated.
The aim is to introduce the concept of Free sequence design at an early stage to help pilots in their
progress up the aerobatic ladder.
July 30th-31st: Roy Legg, Royal Air Squadron & Don Henry Trophies
Compton Abbas
Entry deadline: 21st July
Intermediate - £80.00 (Roy Legg Trophy) --- Apprentice (Royal Air Squadron Trophy)
Advanced - £100.00 (Don Henry Trophy)
Competing pilot fee: £25.00
Registration From 11:00 Friday
Briefing: Thursday - 19:30hrs On-Line (Zoom)
Friday - 12:00hrs
Saturday - 08:30hrs
Programme Friday:
Intermediate Free Known
Advanced Free Known
Intermediate 1st Unknown
Advanced 1st Unknown
Programme Saturday: Advanced 2nd Unknown
Intermediate 2nd Unknown
Advanced 3rd Unknown
Intermediate Apprentices (Royal Air Squadron Trophy)
If time is short, Apprentices will take priority over the Unknowns.
August 7th-8th: Golding Barrett, Gunpowder & Nathaniel Alony Trophies
Sleap
Entry deadline: 21st July
Sports - £50.00 (Golding-Barrett Trophy)
Sports - £0.00 (Gunpowder Trophy)
Unlimited - £100.00 (Nathaniel Alony Trophy)
Competing pilot fee: £25.00
Registration From 09:00hrs Saturday
Briefing: Friday - 19:30hrs On-Line (Zoom)
Saturday - 10:00hrs
Sunday - 08:00hrs
Programme Saturday: Sports Known (Golding-Barrett)
Unlimited Free Known
Sports Unknown (Golding-Barrett) Unlimited Unknown (BAeA drawn)
Programme Sunday: Sports Known (Gunpowder) Unlimited Free Unknown
Sports Unknown (Gunpowder)

34

BRITISH BALLOONING AND AIRSHIP CLUB
https://www.bbac.org

Founded in 1965, the BBAC is a volunteer-based organisation which exists to promote the safety,
enjoyment and advancement of lighter-than-air flight in all its forms, hot-air ballooning, gas ballooning
and airships.
The BBAC Members’ website at https://members.bbac.org includes links to the technical office
libraries; sensitive area database; Pilots’ Circular archive; membership database; inspector
information; instructor and examiner information; members’ forum; personal direct debit and
membership details etc.

NEWS
2020 JACK BRACKENBURY PHOTOGAPHIC COMPETITION
Allie Dunnington was the winner of the British Womens Pilots Association’s Jack Brackenbury
photographic competition. Allie sent in an eye-catching and memorable photograph of her two booted
feet overhead Bristol Airport to accompany an article she wrote for Global Wind Day 2020. The
photograph stood out as it did not just show beautiful aircraft of various types, or stunning scenery,
which ‘anyone’ could take if they were in the right place and at the right time. Thought had gone into
creating a picture from an unusual perspective that makes you stop and think.

The trophy is awarded to a BWPA member for recognition of a particularly notable photograph and
was first awarded in 2004 in memory of Jack Brackenbury and to encourage members to record
BWPA events.
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PAID VACANCIES - Hot Air Balloon Ground Crew
Wickers World Ltd based in Stafford are looking for part-time ground crew.
£10 - £11 an hour positions are Part-Time and Casual. Working hours are flexible and largely dictated
by suitable flying weather. Busiest periods are from March to October, with weekends and weekdays
available. Full training is provided with respect to the specialist nature of working with commercial hot
air balloons.
Candidates must possess a full UK driving licence. Experience of driving large 4 x 4 vehicles (such as
Land Rovers) and trailers would be a distinct advantage. The company operates hot air balloons in
Staffordshire, Derbyshire, Cheshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire & Shropshire. Each balloon is
flown by one pilot, who is assisted by two Ground Crew.
The ground crew assist the pilot in driving the equipment from base to launch site, setting up the
balloon, helping in the launch, pursuit of the balloon once airborne (it travels with the wind),
maintaining radio contact, and then retrieving the balloon, passengers and pilot when it lands.
Everything is then returned to base for preparation for the next flight. Duty periods will vary in length
by venue, but are anything from 3hrs to 8hrs typically.
How to apply:
https://uk.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=d8771600b70729ea&from=native&from=mobRdr&fbclid=IwAR2v_Y
BHF94m9hy-V6ttYRXJNSn5oQYMI0wc3O2qpZpMvBCeqsYIfO0cu8&utm_source=%2Fm%2F&utm_medium=redir&utm_campaign=dt

THE RICOH LORD MAYOR'S HOT AIR BALLOON REGATTA® 2021
The Lord Mayor’s Balloon Regatta® is set to return this year and is the aerial extension of the historic
Lord Mayor’s Show and the official ballooning event of The City of London. Launching from Battersea
Park on , with standby dates 6th or 13th June, or, 18th or 25th July there are a maximum of 50
envelopes taking flight across central London to raise awareness and funds for the Lord Mayor’s
Appeal. The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of the City of London, Alderman William Russell will be flying in
one of the balloons with the Lord Mayoress says “I am delighted that the Regatta is planned to take
place again this year”.
The event raises awareness and funding for The Lord Mayor’s Appeal and its charity partners,
Place2Be, OnSide Youth Zone, Samaritans and The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. The prevailing wind
should allow for a stunning and unforgettable flight over Buckingham Palace, Houses of Parliament,
London Eye, Trafalgar Square and the Tower of London.
Joining the official Lord Mayor's balloon are the Corporate Partners of the event who generously
support the Appeal and see their brand flying high across the London skyline.
The organisers, Exclusive Ballooning, work closely with NATS and the CAA in order to obtain the
correct permissions and ensure the necessary procedures are in place for such an event.
http://www.balloonregatta.com/

CHELTENHAM BALLOONING FESTIVAL 25th, 26th & 27th JUNE 2021
Cheltenham Race Couse is once again hosting the Cheltenham Ballooning Festival
Friday 25th June – Balloon & Fireworks; Saturday 26th June - The BIG Balloon Fiesta; Sunday 27th
July - There will be no Balloons during the day or evening on Sunday
All balloon flights, tethering and balloon glow are weather and Covid permitting
https://www.cheltenhamballoonfiesta.co.uk/about-the-festival/
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BALLOON LOCKDOWN GROUND SCHOOL
Your Editor became a member of Allie Dunnington’s Balloon Lockdown Ground School and attended
for the sessions covering Balloon Systems, via Zoom, having seen her posting on the BWPA
FaceBook page.
I already have my PPL(A) and am quite tempted to go up aloft and float along the sky under an
envelope so thought that the sessions on would be a good introduction to the additional couple of
written exams I might have to do.
Held in 2 groups each week, one an earlyish day time, to accommodate those not based in the UK
and on different time zone to the UK, and one in the evening for those on similar time zones to us,
and you could swap between the two depending on your personal schedules.

Me, R-hand column, 2 up

Not only was it an opportunity to meet trainee balloon pilots from all over the world, there was some
superb input and videos from other balloon instructors and examiners to illustrate what we were
learning about. The first session had 49 participants. You can see this first session online at
https://vimeo.com/503231978
Each session last an hour which was just about right as there was lots of new information to take onboard – no pun intended. We could upload questions to the group as a whole or to just Allie; there
was time also to learn about each other as some were not total newbies but experienced ground
crew, nearly ready for taking the exams Pilots under Tuition; and qualified Balloonists wanting to
brush up theoretical knowledge gained many years before. And all this for no charge at all. How often
can you say that for any flying activity! There were also after session quizzes, with some fantastic
prizes, you could review what you had learnt.
Many thanks Allie it was thoroughly informative and enjoyable and a great introduction to a different,
for me, flying activity.
Allie Dunnington is the founder of the International School of Ballooning.

THE GREAT BALLOON RACE 2021 IS ON
Starting on 25-27th June at Shuttleworth, then Bowood House in Wiltshire 2-4th July and ending up at
Raby Castle in Darlington 6-8 August.
For more information: Balloons@greatballoonrace.co.uk
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MARCH 2021 CIA PLENARY MEETING
The International Ballooning Commission (CIA) Bureau decided that the March 2021 CIA Plenary
meeting would be conducted via Zoom and thirty-one countries were represented, including Great
Britain and FAI President (and RAeC Chairman) David Monks.

Balloonists from 31 countries participated in the CIA ePlenary Zoom meetings

David reviewed the CV-19 challenges across all FAI Commissions. He meets monthly with all FAI
Commission Presidents to share challenges, concerns and successes among the Commissions as
CV-19 disruptions continue around the world.
The CIA Bureau was re-elected for new 2-year term.

THE BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA 2021
Returning to Ashton Court, 12th TO 15th August, this spectacular free event sees over 100 hot air
balloons taking off at dawn and dusk as well as the famous Night Glows when the balloons light up
the sky in time to the music.
The Bristol International Balloon Fiesta is Europe’s largest annual meeting of hot air balloons,
attracting over 130 hot air balloons from across the globe.
Pilot and Crews Registration http://bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/get-involved/pilot-balloon-registration
Each year Bristol Balloon Fiesta offer a number of work experience and internship opportunities for
individuals interested in a career in events management, marketing, media and hospitality. Keep an
eye on http://bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/get-involved/volunteering/
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British Gliding Association (BGA) www.gliding.co.uk
The British Gliding Association is the governing body for the sport of gliding in the UK, representing
and providing services to some 8500 UK glider pilots and 80+ clubs that are spread throughout the
UK from the north of Scotland to the SW tip of England. Clubs range from small, member-run clubs to
some of the largest gliding clubs in the world.
Developing and promoting gliding the BGA provides advice and assistance to clubs on a wide range
of topics, including finance, regulation, operations and marketing as well as being responsible for
managing training standards, UK gliding competitions and for the British Gliding Team.

NEWS
AGM 2021
The 2021 BGA AGM was held over Zoom on the 2 nd March.
Andrew Perkins (Chairman), George Metcalfe ((Vice Chairman), Bill Brittain and Richard Brickwood
have all agreed to stand for another 3 years.

NEW INTRODUCTORY FLIGHT PILOT COURSE
This new course is a great way for a pilot to get SOMEONE introduced to gliding. Any suitably
qualified glider pilot may train for a BGA IFP endorsement. But the IFP is not an instructor and the IFP
endorsement is not an instructor rating.
The UK ANO provides the opportunity for BGA member clubs to use pilots who are not instructors to
carry out introductory flights where the passenger pays for the flight.
The BGA requires those pilots carrying out introductory flying where the passenger pays for the flight
to hold a BGA Introductory Flight Pilot (IFP) endorsement. CFI’s can carry out the BGA IFP course at
their club.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/bga-introductory-flight-pilot-endorsement/
SAILPLANE PILOT LICENCE (SPL) CONVERSION
Pilots of Part 21 sailplanes (formerly described as EASA sailplanes) are required to hold an SPL by
8th December 2021. The SPL conversion webpage has been updated to include flexibility information
about the SPL medical requirements introduced by the change in law allowing a Pilot Medical
Declaration (PMD). Until 7th December BGA and national rules continue to apply to pilots of Part-21
and non-Part 21 sailplanes.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/pilot-licence-conversion/
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THE HAYWARD AVIATION BGA INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR 2020

Congratulations to Lyn Ferguson-Dalling, the CFI at Buckminster Gliding Club, for being awarded
2020 Hayward Aviation BGA Instructor of the Year. Lyn became CFI in the summer of 2019

MAKE THIS GLIDING MODEL AN OFFICIAL LEGO KIT
BGA glider pilot Ethan Low has made an inspiring working model of 3 gliders flying out of Lego.
The gliders are based on a classic 1930’s wooden glider, an ultralight pioneer-era glider and a
modern glass fibre glider. You only need to use 2 of the completed models to spin around the base
creating an illusion of flight within a thermal.

If Ethan gets 1000 supporters this could become an official LEGO kit. Send you vote to
https://ideas.lego.com/projects/13b24a95-a418-4180-b783-6db5381074bf

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF VGC FOR MARTIN SIMONS
Martin Simons, the author of a six detailed an illustrated reference books about historic gliding as well
as aeromodeller reference books, has been honoured with a Lifetime Membership of the Vintage
Glider Club.

Martin was one of the founder members of the VGC when it was formed in 1973 by Chris Willis.
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Launchpoint is a registered charity which supports British gliding and established in 2017. It
incorporates the activities of the Caroline Trust and the Ted Lys Trust, both of which had been
established nearly 20 years earlier.
The Ted Lys Awards are for qualified glider pilots who wish to develop their gliding skills. Applicants
can make a proposal to the trustees to support, for example, a particular course, training or coaching
program in any sphere of gliding. Applications for 2022 will close midnight 24th December 2021 and
midnight 28th February 2022.
The Caroline Trust Awards operate on a monthly cycle with a fixed number allocated each month.
Applicants will be asked to write a brief summary of why they should receive the bursary. Also, to help
raise awareness of the Trust and generate further funds, recipients will be encouraged to write about
their activities and how the bursary made a difference to them. All you need to be eligible for a
Caroline Award is a keenness to learn to glide and membership of a British Gliding Association
affiliated gliding club.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/caroline-trust-application-form/
Completed applications and any queries should be submitted to launchpoint.tl@gmail.com

BRITISH JUNIOR EURO TEAM

Cub Class: Finn Sleigh and Toby Freeland
Standards: Tom Parvis and Henry Inigo-Jones
(Reserves: Oli Summerell and George White)
If you are interested in learning more about future competitions and awards please contact the BGA
office 01162 892956 or email compscommittee@gliding.co.uk
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk
From its head office in Leicester the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) supports
a country-wide network of recreational clubs and registered schools, and provides the infrastructure
within which hang gliding and paragliding in the United Kingdom (UK) thrive.

NEWS
My thanks to Joe Schofield for his report:
Very few UK competitions have been held at home or abroad. The relaxation of lockdown has allowed
local and cross-country flying, sometimes under severe restrictions.

BHPA AGM 2021
The BHPA AGM on 13th March where a small number of BHPA Executive members gathered at the
BHPA HQ office, suitably socially distanced and the AGM was live-streamed on the BHPA Facebook
page and an online meeting platform.
The Election of Officers was uncontested; all those who stood were all duly elected. Thus Marc
Asquith, Ed Cunliffe and Angus Pinkerton were returned to the Executive Council and Jenny Buck and
Gareth Bird joined as new members.

Gareth Bird

Jenny Buck

Jenny, a longtime hang glider paraglider and sailplane pilot, is Meet Director for the BOS series/UK
Nationals and GB hang gliding team manager. Her experience on operational tours as an Army Officer,
and now Officer in the Royal Navy Medical Services, brings an awareness of teamwork, effective
decision making and risk management to the BHPA Exec.
Gareth is a former military and current civilian professional pilot who began paraglider and miniwing
flying a couple of years ago. A CAA-approved instructor and examiner for the commercial drone
industry, he brings an understanding of how airspace is designed to integrate all forms of air traffic, and
not least a detailed knowledge of the pros and cons of Electronic Conspicuity.
RAeC honours were awarded to record breaker Carl Wallbank (Silver medal), BOS series scorer Phil
Chettleburgh (Bronze medal), paragliding accuracy organiser Andrew Webster (RAeC Certificate of
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Merit), exceptional instructor Pete Bernon (Ann Welch Memorial Award) and Skywings Editor Joe
Schofield (RAeC Nexus Sports Aviation Journalist of the Year).

Carl Wallbank

Pete Bernon

The BHPA President’s Trophy was awarded to founder member and BOS supporter Mark Woodhams.
BHPA Merit Awards were made to Pete Logan and Chris Williams, together responsible for the Notamgenerating CANP app, longtime Sky Surfing Club stalwart Jim Whitney and Derbyshire Club parachute
repacker Bernard Clewer.

Chris Williams

Pete Logan

Bernard Clewer

The 2020 hang gliding XC League champion was Jeremy Soper, paragliding XC league champion Alex
Coltman and Paragliding Accuracy League Champion Katie Sykes.
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Katie Sykes

PARAMOTOR
In a year with very few formal competitions the paramotorists were lucky to have been able to run their
annual event, crowning Paul Martin champion for the second time.

In an incredible and tragic twist of fate, Paul (49) departed this world only seven months later, victim of
a brain aneurysm. [Our sincere condolences to Paul’s family, friends and colleagues Ed.]
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2021 COMPETITION CALENDAR
PARAGLIDING
Whilst the World Paragliding Championships, scheduled for May 2021, has been cancelled the 2021
competition calendar is taking shape with the possibility raised of running a southern-hemisphere
World Championships in the winter months. The BHPA paragliding Competition Panel has come up
with a new competition format, the British Sports Class Championships, to show progressing pilots
what can be achieved on non-competition EN B and C wings. The event is scheduled for Gemona in
Italy from August 1st - 7th.
British paraglider pilot Steve Bramfitt will be on the Red Bull X-Alps start line at Salzburg on June 20th.

The 10th edition of the event will be an out-and-back race across the Alps from Salzburg to Mt Blanc –
and back to Austria’s Zell am See. At 1,238km the route is the longest in the race’s history, covering
Austria, Germany, Switzerland, France and Italy. For those who make it back across the Austrian
border, the final leg will cross the main chain of the Alps to the Schmittenhöhe, overlooking the finish
line. In the past the clock has stopped at Peille above Monaco; in the 2021 event the front runners will
race all the way to a float on the freshwater lake at Zell am See.
We wish Steve all the best.

HANG GLIDING
The BHPA hang gliding Competition Panel has been sufficiently confident to schedule a single round of
the BOS series in late June and the British Championships at Laragne in France in August. The FAI
World Hang Gliding Championships is still confidently expected to run at Krushevo in Macedonia from
19th - 30th July.

THE 500 CLUB
The 500-Club is the BHPA Lottery which raises funds for the Association. First prize is currently
standing at around £130 but is entirely dependent upon the number of entrants.
You can download the form here: https://www.bhpa.co.uk/pdf/500_Club.pdf and send it to BHPA Office
either by email office@bhpa.co.uk or in the post to BHPA, 8 Merus Court, Meridian Business Park
Leicester, LE19 1RS
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http://www.bmaa.org
The British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA) looks after the interests of microlight pilots and
enthusiasts in the UK. It is an organisation approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and aims to
further the sport of microlight aviation, keep flying costs down to a minimum for its members and to
represent them in national and international matters relating to microlight sport aviation.

NEWS
BMAA AGM 2021
Due to the current Coronavirus implications the BMAA AGM will be held online on 8 th May 2021
commencing at 10.00. If you have any views that you would like the BMAA Council to consider email
Geoff Weighell asap. geoff.weighell@bmaa.org
For more information and how to attend https://www.bmaa.org/the-bmaa/bmaa-agm-2021
2020 BMAA Award winners are:
The Brian Cosgrove Award – John Hunt
BMAA Engineering Trophy – Hylton Reid
BMAA Photographic Trophy - Balasz Michnay
BMAA Certificate of Thanks – Lawrence Bell
The awards are hoped to be handed over in person at the Popham Microlight Show on the weekend of
14th- 15th August 2021.

NPPL GROUND EXAMS VALIDITY EXTENDED
The CAA has granted an extension for the validity of NPPL(A) Microlight Licence until the 31 st May
2021. This exemption applies to the validity periods of completed theoretical knowledge examinations
that are due to expire on any date from 16th March to 31st May 2021.

NEW 600KG WEIGHT LIMIT
The target date for completion of the 600kg project to start has now slipped towards the end of May, as
an earliest expectation, as opposed to the start of May. This is due to expected delay in the
Department for Transport legal teams approving the very complex Air Navigation Order definition of a
600kg microlight.
The complexity results from the inclusion of wording to avoid existing aircraft that meet the new basic
definition from being redefined as microlights against their owners’ will as this would also create
licensing problems.
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BURSARY TO BECOME A FLEXWING FLYING INSTUCTOR
The BMAA is offering a bursary to a suitable candidate to gain their FI Flexwing rating.
See http://www.bmaa.org/files/liac_becoming_a_microlight_flying_instructor_2016.pdf for guidance on
what is involved and how to apply

SSDR
The BMAA SSDR will hopefully be held on 9th to 11th July 2021 at Enstone Airfield, Oxfordshire.
Following the success of the previous events we expect an even bigger turnout of new and old single
seat aircraft. As well as SSDR aircraft, the BMAA look forward to welcoming microlight pilots of all
types
The event is also becoming a great social occasion attracting microlighters from all over the country
intent on enjoying a weekend at a super airfield with like-minded people.
There will be a BBQ held on Saturday organised by Angela at Enstone Flying Club. You will need to
pre-book with Angela. angela@enstoneflyingclub.co.uk
Aaron Bliss the BMAA Licence and Instructor and Examiner Administrator will be at the rally Saturday
and Sunday. He is a qualified 'R' Examiner so if anyone needs their Microlight Ratings re-validated he
will be able to offer this service over the weekend. Please remember for re-validation please bring with
you and your logbook and full licence.
Registration. To help plan the event please register your intention to attend and if flying in you must
read the Pilot's Notes.
Please follow the link for more information: https://www.bmaa.org/information-library/ssdr-2021

BMAA SOCIAL MEDIA FACEBOOK GROUP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMAA1 is for current BMAA members to share thoughts and ideas
with each other and the BMAA office staff. Members can also ask questions or ask for advice.

MICROLIGHT TRADE SHOW 2021 - POPHAM AIRFIELD
A date for your 2021 diary, all being Covid well, the annual Microlight Trade show is back in 2021 at
Popham Airfield on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th August 2021
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https://bmfa.org
The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) is the body elected by the Royal Aero Club to be
responsible for all aspects of flying model aircraft in the UK.
With over 850 clubs and approximately 36,000 members the whole of the UK is administered from the
Head Office. Locally there are 14 "Area" committees which meet periodically and are attended by club
delegates who can, through various channels open to the "Areas", propose changes or additions to
the running of the sport which are then voted upon at Council meetings held at the Head Office. If
passed, the changes will be incorporated in the guidelines produced by the organisation and
published in the "BMFA Handbook".

NEWS
THE BMFA COPING WITH LOCKDOWN
The Covid restrictions continue to impact model flying events, though radio-control club activities are
beginning to return to a semblance of normal, suitably socially distanced, since club sites re-opened
at the end of March. Unfortunately RAF Cranwell are not allowing external events at Barkston Heath,
which means that for a second year there will be neither a free-flight Nationals in May nor the radiocontrol and control-line one in August. Even access to a military training area on Salisbury Plain, used
for free-flight contests and training, is still not allowed “due to Covid”.
Like most other RAeC associations, much of the BMFA’s work has been done via Zoom, with
considerable savings in both travel time and fuel expenses.
One positive is that the series of “In The Air Tonight” webinars on YouTube continue to be popular
and have covered a wide variety of disciplines and topics. Just looking at some of the subjects shows
what a wide-ranging sport today’s model flying now is. GPS Triangle Racing – Indoor Free Flight
Duration – Control-Line Speed – RC Helicopter Aerobatics – Outdoor Free-Flight Duration – Drone
Racing – RC Pylon Racing – RC Silent Flight – Control-Line Carrier Deck and several others, with lots
more to come. Details of past and future In The Air Tonight webinars here: https://itat.bmfa.uk

BMFA NATIONALS (FREE FLIGHT AND POWER) 2021
Most clubs have been able to open again many have had the opportunity to dust off the cobwebs and
get back into the air. With the weather starting to warm up thoughts turn to what the summer has in
store for model flying.
Barkston has been the spiritual home of the Free Flight and/or Power Nats since the 1960s and, apart
from a few exceptions when it was not available, one or both events have been held there every year
since.
However, as many will know, Barkston is still an active airfield under the control of RAF Cranwell and
the BMFA is only able to use it subject to their agreement on an annual basis. The BMFA would
normally seek their permission in January as it takes months of planning to put on these major events.
For obvious reasons that request had to be delayed this year until after the Government had
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published its proposed roadmap of recovery from COVID-19 and there was a chink of light at the end
of the tunnel.
Regrettably in the response received, whilst acknowledging and apologising for likely disappointment,
the Station Commander has said ‘no’ for this year. All departments at Cranwell need to concentrate
on recovery from the impact of COVID-19 and they are actively limiting large and/or external events
across all Cranwell sites. Furthermore, whilst the possibility remains of a second summer surge in
COVID infection they are adopting a cautious approach across all their activities.
This will come as another huge disappointment to those for whom ‘the Nationals’ is so important, not
only as competitors but also those regular supporters for whom it is an annual pilgrimage. On a more
positive note, the Station Commander is now aware that next year will be the BMFA Centenary and
she is optimistic that Cranwell should be able to support our Championships in 2022.
The BMFA Technical Committees and Specialist Bodies responsible for organising the various
Championship competitions and the drone racing World Cup associated with the Nationals are now
looking at alternative arrangements. For various reasons it is not possible to stage an event on the
scale of either of the Nationals elsewhere, particularly whilst uncertainty remains over large public
gatherings. Revised dates and venues for each discipline will be published on the BMFA contest
calendar in due course.

BMFA CENTENARY
2022 sees the centenary of what was at first the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers and is now
the British Model Flying Association and they are making plans to mark this milestone for the world’s
longest established model flying organisation.

THE NATIONAL CENTRE
The Centre returned to open for Season Ticket Holders and pre-booked events on the 30th of March
and to being fully open on the 19th of April for camping and day ticket access. Initially there will still be
some limitations on access to indoor spaces plus of course the requirements for track and trace and
appropriate social distancing measures.

The-main-runway-freshly-cut-and-washed-ready
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LATEST REGULATIONS FOR MODEL AIRCRAFT & DRONE FLYING
See UK & EASA REGULATORY MATTERS in this Newsletter and also https://rcc.bmfa.uk/article-16

The RC Achievement Scheme will be holding a couple of achievement scheme training and testing
days at BMFA Buckminster on Tuesday 18th & Wednesday 19th May.
These are open to anyone working towards a fixed wing achievement scheme test. The format for the
event will be quite informal and we will be led by your requirements, we have examiners and
instructors for fixed wing, helicopters and multi-rotors on hand for demonstration flights, instructions
and guidance and tests as and when required.
Please ensure your aircraft are serviceable and ready for flight.
Prices £8.00 per day to fly

£8.00 per night per tent/caravan

If you wish to attend you must
https://achievements.bmfa.uk/9914-2

complete

and

submit

the

form

available

here

FORTHCOMING 2021 CONTESTS & EVENTS
For the BMFA Events Calendar check out https://bmfa.org/Contests-Events/Contest-and-EventCalendar where you can find details of your local affiliated club and when they meet and what you
can fly there, be it as a complete novice or an advanced flyer.
Many events and competitions have been cancelled due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and some
are still to be confirmed. For events that may be taking place checkout https://events.bmfa.uk

SAM 35 FREE FLIGHT COMPETITIONS http://sam35.org.uk
MODEL HELICOPTER COMPETITIONS: http://www.3dchampionship.co.uk
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R/C AEROBATICS
A full GBRCA National League programme of competitions has been established, subject to Covid
restrictions.
MAY 15th - 16th: A two day CBRCAA Championship event (Saturday & Sunday) at BMFA
Buckminster
Buckminster Lodge, Sewstern, Grantham, NG33 5RW. This competition is open to all BMFA
members, or national equivalent. Intermediate & Clubman entrants need to hold an A certificate. This
is a National League event & all BR/CAA schedules can be flown.
June 6th: Hurley – National League at Hurley, Forteacre Lane, Birmingham, B46 2PD. This
competition is open to all GBRCAA members. Intermediate & Clubman entrants need to hold an
BMFA A certificate or Equivalent. All GBR/CAA schedules to be flown.
20th TBC: Ashbourne – National League at Ashbourne, Lady Hole Lane, Ashbourne, Derbyshire
26th: Stoke Ash, Suffolk. This competition is open to all GBRCAA members. Intermediate & Clubman
entrants need to hold an BMFA A certificate or Equivalent. This is a National League event & all
GBR/CAA schedules can be flown.
11th: Skelbrooke – National League (situated on the A638 half way between Ackworth and
Doncaster.) Open to all GBRCAA members. Intermediate & Clubman entrants need to hold an BMFA
A certificate or Equivalent.
18th: New Pilot Day at Norwich Model Aero Club (formerly RAF Coltishall). During the day, you will
be assigned to an experienced Mentor who will be able to assist with correct model set up and all
important model trimming. £6 You DO NOT have to be a member of the Great Britain Radio Control
Aerobatic Association (GBRCAA) nor a member of the Norwich Model Aero Club.
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/ejdRolp3f4Txck19
August 1st: Mansfield – National League at Mansfield, New Buildings Drive, Warsop,
Nottinghamshire NG20 0EP. This competition is open to all GBRCAA members. Intermediate &
Clubman entrants need to hold an BMFA A certificate or Equivalent. This is a National League event
& all GBR/CAA schedules can be flown.
7th: Leicester – Clubman and New Pilot Open Day at Leicester, Gumley. This event is aimed at
those new to F3A, the day will include; Access to experienced competition flyers to mentor you
throughout the day. Forensic set up, trimming, tx and airframe, linkages, mixing advice throughout the
day. Opportunity to take your BMFA B test - although this is not required for competitions. Opportunity
to fly within the “aerobatic box”. Opportunity to be judged on the Clubman Intro, Clubman and/or
Clubman Plus schedules. All GBR/CAA schedules to be flown.
15th: Ashbourne – National League at Ashbourne, Lady Hole Lane, Ashbourne, Derbyshire
For more information see http://gbrcaa.org

THE FAI AEROMODELLING SCHOLARSHIP
Since 2011, an annual scholarship of €2000 is awarded to pilots aged between 16 and 21 to help
fund young pilots’ education. Any young Aeromodelling pilot can be nominated, as long as they are
between 16 and 21 years old. On the form, the nominated pilot must list their education plans and
achievements and, of course, Aeromodelling results. the nomination must also include a personal
letter of one page written by the nominated person, on the following topic: What role did
Aeromodelling play in your life and what are your aspirations for the future?
https://www.fai.org/news/aeromodelling-scholarship-and-spirit-flight
Get your applications in as the BMFA will send the nomination to the FAI Office before 15th
November in order to be considered for the following year.
Contact the BMFA’s Awards Committee admin@bmfa.org
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THE BRITISH DRONE RACING ASSOCIATION (BDRA)

https://bdra.uk
The BDRA is a not for profit organisation. Run by FPV pilot formed to promote the sport of FPV
racing and multi rotors in general. Their aim is to develop the sport and give FPV pilots a voice within
the model aircraft world as a specialist organisation under the BMFA.

FIRST EVENT OF THE YEAR
BDRA started this new 2021 season with an opening event at Laxton Gates Fpv Club over the
weekend on the 18th April.

1ST EVENT OF THE WDRE 2021 Season - SATURDAY 8TH MAY
Venue: Wellsway Sports Centre, Bristol
BDRA’s 1st WDRE event of the 2021 season open to all pilot abilities - whether it be your first race or
you are a seasoned veteran - they welcome all!
Hosted by Wellsway Sports Centre, just off the M5/M4 Corridor between Bristol and Bath, there will
be limited on-site power, vending machines and most importantly - flushing toilets! Precautions will be
taken in the organising of the day to make this event "COVID-Secure" and more detail on this will be
provided in the Pilot Pack ahead of the event. Due to this we will be limiting this event to 36 pilots so be quick to sign up!
This is also a British Championship Qualifying event - so your finishing place counts towards the
National standings too!
The Pilot fee will be £30 for BDRA members or £35 for non-BDRA members.
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2021 CALENDAR SO FAR
May
16th: Team Wooley Sheep 1 at Llangeinor Football Club (just off the M4 motorway)
16th: Eynsford EMHC at Westkingsdown in Kent (TN15 6XT)
30th: Laxton FPV at Laxton in Northamptonshire
Check the website for June, July and August events/competitions https://league.ifpv.co.uk/2021calendar

Sign up is via the iFPV website at this link https://league.ifpv.co.uk/events/166?fbclid=IwAR3fWFkaUr8SscAi7c8nHirHEQvt3wp6dzhWa7yaiG3uMsbkVnR8JG6x2c

If you would like any more information on drone racing then please see https://bdra.uk or visit their
Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/BritishDroneRacing/?ref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARANICP1FhVb5kHPF4PpbKQvYz4Jz_kqz_PGpUznrbNUS0FBGudA43Zt86RxdYunsZ36ChNvg43T7-1
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http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
Responsible for the promotion and day-to-day running of Rally and Precision Flying competitions
within the UK and the selection of pilots and crew to represent Great Britain at international
competitions organised under the auspices of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).
VFR navigation skills developed during the Private Pilots Licence (PPL) course are all too quickly
forgotten as reliance is placed on GPS systems. Check out our video https://vimeo.com/57272236
New members, flying and non-flying, are always welcome. Contact http://www.precisionflying.co.uk
for further information.

NEWS
Following the sad death of BPPA Chairman Rodney Blois, Paul Smiddy has been elected Chairman,
Chris Barnes Secretary, and John Marsh Treasure

This year the BPPA Team GB are off to Stellenbosch in South Africa, Stellenbosch for the 2020 FAI
World Rally Championships. The 2020 Championships postponed till November 2021.
Team GB: Chris Barnes (Pilot) and Ian McCullough (Nav)
The BPPA is always looking for more pilots and navigators. If you fancy having a go, and maybe
joining the team in Stellenbosch, do get in touch. Remember, navigators don’t need a pilot’s licence
so rally flying is ideal for partners.
paul@paulsmiddy.co.uk

or cbarnes@globalnet.co.uk

PRECISION AND RALLY FLYING
Both these disciplines are NOT a race; they are about accurate navigation, observation, timing and an
accurate landing(s) at the end. The difference is Precision is a solo event flown to a pre-planned
course marked with headings and timings and spot landings on return to the take-off airfield. There
are three sections: First a flight planning (theory) test. The route is worked out by the competitor
having to calculate the distance, ground speed, time and heading of each leg of the route based on a
constant airspeed and a given wind factor. No aviation or scientific calculators are allowed and pilots
have to use the traditional “Whizz Wheel”. Penalties are allocated for every incorrect calculation of
time or heading and only very small tolerances are allowed. Second is the flying test. Pilots have fly
along a track at a nominated speed and accurate to the second while also identifying photographs
and ground markers along the route and are needed to be marked on the chart. Finally,
Checkout Florian Films’ video “An Introduction to Precision Flying” https://vimeo.com/84406948
Rally is two up with a chart and has a much shorter time on the ground prior to take-off than in
Precision because the navigator, in the aircraft, has to plot the route from a sheet of clues that could
be a direction and distance from a known point, be that of a VOR, a LAT/LONG or from a previous or
future turning point or any combination (any selected point must be on the map) with a mix of nm and
klm. You also have photos taken by the organiser for you to identify and mark on your map as well as
ground targets, when spotted, to mark on your map. Like Precision there are also spot landings to be
done on your return. Finally the landing section, the pilot has to do 4 landings from 1000ft on
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downwind. 2 of the landings are glide approaches (one flapless) and the other 2 are powered
approaches (one over a 2 meter barrier). Pilots aim for a two meter deep stripe painted on the runway
and penalties are awarded for each meter long or short of the line.
Both Precision and Rally have penalties awarded for each second early or late over certain unknown
check points and turning points as well as for misidentification / misplacement of the ground markers
and photographs.

AIR NAVIGATION RACING (ANR)
ANR is an air sport competition where aircraft are flown along irregular shaped predetermined
corridors at 80 knots with the width of the corridor starting at 0.5nm on day one and getting narrower
and narrower each day until 0.2nm on the final day. The top four at the end of day 4 then fly against
each other to determine the final podium positions.
Crews are handed their competition chart, 1:150,000, with the printed corridor plus start and finish
gates and a mandatory route to and from the airfield forty five minutes before take-off. Anything more
than 30 minutes on flight planning incurs penalty points, and then it’s out to the aircraft, get set up and
taxy for take-off so that you pass the climb out GNSS trigger precisely on time. Roughly five minutes
till you need to fly through the starting gate.

GNSS loggers are used to log the flight track, with timing to the millisecond,
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and there is a scored landing competition either on return to the airfield or on day 5 as was done in
the first World Championships in 2017 at Castellon de la Plana as the airfield was also home to a very
busy parachuting organisation.
Your Editor was proud to have been part of Team GB at the first World ANR Championships along
with Rodney Blois, Dave Reid and Chris Barnes.

Hopefully 2022 will see the usual invitation to join the French friendly Rally and Precision
Competitions again.
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BRITISH SKYDIVING
www.britishskydiving.org
British Skydiving is a democratic, not-for-profit organisation of individuals whose purpose is to organise,
govern and further the advancement of Skydiving in the UK.
Skydiving is one of today's most exciting sports. Dynamic and colourful, it offers mastery of the air and
the freedom to make the skies your own!
Enjoyment, exhilaration and limitless challenge are available even to the absolute beginner. And at its
highest level, skydiving is an intensely competitive sport which requires finely tuned skills, intimate
knowledge of the air and perfect body control. Many of their teams and individuals compete at
international level and have received numerous medals and world records.

NEWS
COUNCIL ELECTION 2021

Council members are non-executive Directors of British Parachute Association Ltd and among their most
important responsibilities are setting the strategic direction and assuring the good health of our
Association.
The 2021 elected Council Members are: Rob Spour, Alex (Buzz) Busby Hicks and Eleanor Southworth
and will serve a 3 year term

Rob Spour

Alex Busby Hicks

Eleanour Southworth

and join Craig Poxon (Chair), Mark Bayada (Vice Chair and Chair of MDC), Tash Higman, Mary Barratt,
Rob Hartley, Sam Lee, Kate Lindsley, Joanne Shaw, Simon Soper and Jeff Montgomery.
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SKYDIVE THE EXPO 2021

Angel said it was with heavy hearts and disappointment that British Skydiving announced the
cancellation of Skydive The Expo 2021, due to take place 29-30 January 2021.

WHERE CAN I SKYDIVE?
https://britishskydiving.org/where-can-i-skydive/ will take you to a list of the many skydiving/parachute
training organisations, or Drop Zones as they are called, and an interactive map.
And, further along once you’ve got the jumping out of a plane, there is a whole world of skydiving
competitions to explore, from your local Drop Zone all the way to World Championships.
The UK boasts a number of world class teams, such as the World Cup Silver FS 4-way Female team
NFTO.

Britain has a great track record in the 4-way female Formation Skydiving, where NFTO has won the
World Championships on several occasions.
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The British Skydiving Competitions Committee looks after the needs of competitors and host Centres.
The Competitions Committee also co-ordinates the publication of rules and judging through the British
Skydiving Judges’ Co-ordinator.
Each year, British Skydiving Affiliated Parachute Training Organisations bid to host the British Open
Nationals and the British Skydiving UKSL and Grand Prix meets. The Competitions Committee coordinates the schedule of skydiving competitions in the UK and also co-ordinates the British National
Delegation to represent the UK at international meets.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
For full members who have already renewed their renewal for the next subscription year, 1 April 2021 to
31 March 2022 got a discount for the three-month period of April to June inclusive.
Full members, who have not yet renewed for the current membership year 1st April 2021 to 31st March
2022 are requested to do so. https://britishskydiving.org/story/Login.php

NEW CANOPY TRAINING SYSTEM
The new canopy training system has addressed some of the issue identified by the Safety and Technical
Committee of the International Skydiving Commission (ISC), which had already been identified by British
Skydiving as far back as 2005.
The new Canopy Training Manual covers not only Canopy Training for Students but a new Grading
System (CT1 & CT2). CT3 & CT4 are covered in a new Training Manual .

NEW CANOPY SIZE CHART
The introduction of a Canopy Size Chart will ensure that all skydivers who have not completed 2000
descents use a canopy of a suitable size for their experience and training. This is to make sure that
before moving on to more modern, small and faster canopies with a higher wing loading skydivers have
got enough jumping experience and training.
STANDARD:
Standard.pdf

https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-330i-Canopy-Sizing-Chart-

CT2: https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-330ii-Canopy-Sizing-Chart-CT2.pdf
CT3/CT4: https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-330iii-Canopy-Sizing-Chart-CT3-CT4.pdf

HIGH PERFORMANCE LANDING AREAS
High performance landings with a final turn of over 90 degrees must be carried out on to designated
High Performance Landing Areas. https://britishskydiving.org/wp-content/uploads/Form-331-Guidelinesfor-High-Performance-Landing-Areas.pdf
See also Section 7 of the Operations Manual https://britishskydiving.org/safety-manuals/operationsmanual/

FEMALE FLIGHT COURSES
American canopy pilot Jeannie Bartholomew is planning holding female only flight courses in the UK in
groups of 4-14 to improve their canopy skills and have fun.
Contact Kate Lindsley if you are interested to know more kate@britishskydiving.org
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PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION – “The SKY’S THE LIMIT”
British Skydiving launches a new photography competition which is open to all British Skydiving
members with some fantastic prizes on offer.
Skydiving produces some amazing imagery but to date there hasn’t been an equal representation of
female, visibly disabled or those jumpers from a minority ethnic background. British Skydiving’s
Inclusivity Working Group seeks to rectify this missed opportunity with this photographic competition.
So BS members send in your photos of amazing women in this sport, in any role from a new AFF
student to instructors to elite GB jumpers, taking part in everyday DropZone activities or major events
and showing the skills, strengths, passion and hardwork of women, and those who identify as women, in
skydiving.
Judges: Liz Asheley of SkyDive the Mag; Angel Fernandex (SD Communications Manager) and Mary
Barrett (Chair of SD’s Inclusivity Working Group)
Criteria: Photogaphs must be taken at a UK DropZone from 1 st April 2021 until the closing date (To be
announced shortly).

BRITISH SKYDIVING’S INCLUSIVITY WORKING GROUP SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
Are you able to give some of your time and expertise? If so please contact Mary Barratt at
mary@britishskydiving.org

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (BCPA)
https://www.bcpa.org.uk

The BCPA is a volunteer-run, non-profit organisation, set up for the purpose of promoting skydiving at a
collegiate level. The committee is voted in every year at the AGM, held on the weekend of BCPA
Nationals, and positions include Chair, Vice Chair, Events Coordinator, Tour Organiser and Club Liaison.
Want to get involved? Email mail@bcpa.org.uk to find out more.
There are over 30 affiliated university clubs where like-minded people can jump, compete and most
importantly socialise with! Members range from "freshers" who have only recently done their first jump to
graduates with hundreds of jumps who help film, coach and organise at BCPA events.
The BCPA co-ordinates annual inter-university leagues to allow clubs to compete against each other
both in competition (3-way, freefly and accuracy) as well as club achievements (such as obtaining Cat-8
or FS1). This culminates in an awards ceremony at the BCPA Nationals in the summer. Many clubs find
that success here can help to convince their university to allocate them more funding for the subsequent
year!
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https://www.fsdp.co.uk
The aim of the Charity is to help disabled people discover their true potential through the mental and
physical stimulation of learning to fly a light aircraft. The challenges they face and overcome help them
to find new confidence and self-esteem in rising above their own personal life difficulties, and help them
to view their future with greater self-assurance.
Since the scheme began nearly 400 disabled people have benefited from learning to fly.

2021 SCHOLARSHIPS
The closing date for 2021 applications was 31st January 2021
The aim of Flying Scholarships for Disabled People is to challenge and inspire; build up confidence,
self-esteem and future aspirations.
The FSDP Preliminary Selection Board met recently to draw up a shortlist of applicants. FSDP are
making every endeavour to go ahead with scholarships this year, provided the roadmap continues to
unfold as planned.
These applicants will then be invited to the Final Selection Board, which lasts for three days and
involves interviews with the Selection Panel, an informal chat with the Flying Instructors, a medical, an
assessment of their ability to access a light aircraft and a straightforward multiple choice test.
Accommodation and full board are provided at no expense to the scholars for the selection process.
Details of the 2021 Scholarship winners will be publicised in the Summer issue of this Newsletter.
The scholarships are undertaken at Flying Schools in the UK. They are of three or four-weeks duration
and will include a maximum of 16 or 21 hours flying tuition with associated ground schools in either a
PA-28 or a Microlight. The costs of flying training, ground school, accommodation and food are all
covered. The scholars are responsible for their own travel costs and it is essential that they have their
own vehicle to get to and from the Flying School.
Scholars usually go in groups of two, so it is important to emphasise that the ability to interact with
people who they may only have met briefly at the selection process. The main objective of the
scholarship is to provide a life changing experience and an improvement in both their confidence and
self-esteem.
Scholarships commence with a scholar’s seminar during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).

You can apply for a FSDP scholarship if you are:






Between 18 and 70 years of age
Weigh 115 kgs or below (230 lbs)
Registered disabled
Resident in the UK
Allowed to drive by the DVLA
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My thanks to Rebecca Giddings for her report on being a FSDP Scholar and Trustee
Hi, I am Rebecca and I have Ehlers Danlos Syndrome (EDS,) hypermobility with vascular crossover,
Gastroparesis, Mast Cell Activation Disorder, Prinzmetals angina and Postural OrthostaticTachycardia.

Rebecca before becoming ill

Despite this being a genetic condition, I was only diagnosed when I was 36 after becoming severely ill
at 34. I have a surgical jejunostomy feeding tube and also have a port-a-cath, which means that I have
constant IV access without having to find a vein. The EDS means I am in constant pain and my joints
dislocate incredibly easily, even my spine is hypermobile which has resulted in 2 spinal fractures and
multiple disc prolapses. To date, I have had 38 operations, including several spinal surgeries; it is
looking likely that a hip replacement will be on the cards for this year, not quite where I thought I would
be at 40.
I have had the jej feeding tube for about 3 months and I am getting on really well with it. I started off
with an NJ tube in an in hospital setting. I was in hospital for 5 weeks to get used to the feeding and get
over the refeeding syndrome. Before I was discharged I have a PEG-J fitted, this worked really well for
about 18months and then I started to have problems with it, the J part of the tube kept flipping back into
my stomach. I was starting to have endoscopies all the time, so it was decided to change my tub to a
surgical jej, which has been brilliant for me. I have now been tube fed for just over 2 years.
I am a trustee of Flying Scholarships for Disabled People, after they helped me get my confidence
back, I wanted to give something back to the charity. I spent a month learning to fly a plane and try and
get up whenever I can. Now when I have a difficult appointment or procedure I think ‘I’ve got this, I can
fly plane!’ I am married, handily to a paramedic, we met before I was ill through martial arts. We will
have been married 10 years this year, we also have 2 miniature dachshunds who do a great job of
keeping me company.
In May 2014, life was busy, I was working in banking, doing a PhD in spare time as well as juggling
being a wife and a step mum to 3 children. My husband and I had just been on holiday to Mexico and I
had come back feeing generally unwell and was suffering with chest pain. Being only 33 at the time I
put it down to my stressful job and carried on with life. However, during a board meeting in June the
chest pain became quite bad, rather than excusing myself and seeking help, I justified that it was just
stress or something I had eaten and carried on with my day ignoring it. A couple of days later the pain
was still there and my husband persuaded me to get it checked out.
At the chest pain clinic my cardiologist suspected that I had had a heart attack and I was sent for
angiogram. That angiogram was a pivotal point, not only was I diagnosed with a rare heart condition
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called prinzmetals angina but it was also, unbeknown to me, the last day of my working life. Things
went from bad to worse and my body just didn’t seem to want to work as it had previously done, I
struggled to walk or do the simplest of things and it was clear that there was more going on than just
the heart condition. My cardiologist sent me to several different doctors and eventually 2 years later, I
received a diagnosis of Ehlers Danlos Syndrome.
This is a rare connective tissue disorder that affects almost every part of my body. Many of my joints
are now so lax that they dislocate at the slightest movement. My autonomic system is heavily effected
meaning all the bodies automatic regulation of temperature, blood pressure pulse etc doesn’t work
effectively. I have something called Mast Cell activation Syndrome meaning my immune system
doesn’t function properly and produces excess histamine resulting in uncontrolled allergic reactions. My
vascular system is heavily affected and I get vascular spasm throughout my body, the worst being in
the heart. I also have gastroparesis meaning my stomach is paralysed and I am therefore fed through a
tube directly into my small intestine. I have had 35 surgeries, including spinal surgeries to fix fractures
in my vertebra caused by my spine being hypermobile. I went from extremely active and busy to being
a full time patient. Ehlers Danlos is a progressive condition and living with that and dealing with the
effects of it takes it toll, not just physically but mentally.
In 2017 I was awarded a scholarship with Flying Scholarships for Disabled People. After I got the call to
say I had been awarded the scholarship,
I don’t think I really believed it until I was invited to the Royal International Air Tattoo to be presented
with my scholarship by Prince Faisalof Jordan.

After spending a weekend surrounded by planes with the smell of aviation fuel in the air and the noise
of the jet planes doing demonstrations, it finally started to sink in that I was going to be learning to fly
and I couldn’t wait to get started.
I will never forget the feeling of that first flight, being given control and the power of going full throttle
down the run way before you gently lift off and the ground melts away. I took that incredible feeling of
freedom that flying brings and started to turn my life and metal health around.
This was a new beginning for me, it was time to take back control; it was time for me to stop looking
backwards and trying to get back to who I was and to start looking forward to what I could be.
Flying takes a lot of concentration so you don’t have opportunity to dwell on any concerns or worries,
you have to leave them on the ground and give your all to it, but it is also incredibly relaxing. The
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feeling once you start to come out of the initial climb and level off is almost indescribable, I could feel
my whole body relax and the change was instantly visible.

Rebecca and her instructor Fiona
Shadow Flight Centre at Old Sarum

Rebecca

The opportunity not just to fly, but to make new friends in similar situations, and to have the chance to
realise that I can do a lot more than I thought, it was honestly life changing, to the point where my sister
even said to me, I have my sister back, the old me.
Since my scholarship, I have restarted work on my PhD, taken up archery

and started singing lessons. I have even sung at my first public gig. FSDP gave me the strength to face
the fact that my life was never going to go back to what it was and helped me to realise that was ok, I
didn’t need to go backwards.
When I have bad days and I am on the sofa, or recovering from an operation, I do crafty things like
crochet, knit and embroidery.
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Having to retire at 33, when my career was such a huge part of my life had a massive impact on my
self-worth, I honestly felt like I was useless and on the scrap heap. I am now nearly finished with my
PhD (fingers crossed) and plan to undertake a degree in geology because it is something that interests
me. I am not very good at sitting still, so I also write a blog and articles for various publications, such as
The Mighty.
My FSDP Scholarship gave me the confidence to look forward to my future and to realise that I could
still make a massive difference.

When I am not in hospital I use my time to raise awareness of invisible illness and in particular Ehlers
Danlos, I have written for global online blogs, been part of awareness videos and even been a calendar
girl, showing the younger generation that it is ok to be different.FSDP is so close to my heart because
of what they did for me and how much they helped me that I wanted to give something back.
So I started to fundraise for them and have managed to secure funding for 3 scholarships. I am also
extremely proud that in 2019, I was appointed as an FSDP Trustee.
If you would like more information on FSDP and how the power of flight can help you change your
or someone you knows life, please visit their website on www.fsdp.co.uk
You’ll be amazed at
what can be achieved.

FSDP’s LOTTERY – “The 200 Club”
How about the chance to help both the FSDP and win some money for you towards your flying? See
the details on the next page and print out the form on page 67, complete and post to FSDP
Flying Scholarships for Disabled People, Douglas Bader House, Horcott Hill, Fairford, GL7 4RB
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http://formulaairracing.com
FARA (The Formula Air Racing Association) is the recognised official governing body and sanctioning
authority for Formula Air Racing disciplines. It is the governing body in the UK for the sport known as
formula one air racing and, in cooperation with the American IF1 and French APAF associations it
sanctions those air races around the world in the official Air Race 1 World Cup series. FARA is also the
international sanctioning body for the new electric air racing formula, Air Race E.
The series is run by Air Race Events and led by world-leading air racing promoter Jeff Zaltman, the man
behind the globally successful Air Race 1 series (the gasoline-powered equivalent) and is open to any
team with the necessary qualifications according to the rules of the sport and Formula Air Racing
Association (FARA) will work closely with registered teams to ensure competing pilots are certified to
race as part of the future qualification process. FARA’s mission is:
• To sanction all existing and future Formula Air Racing formats globally.
• To promote Formula Air Racing and develop participation both nationally and
internationally.
• To provide training, mentoring, assessment and licensing of any pilot wishing to
take up Formula Air Racing globally.
• To provide technical and regulatory guidance and liaison with regulatory bodies,
sporting federations, event organisers and industry practitioners in relation to
the running of FARA-sanctioned Formula Air Races and the operation of
formula race aircraft.
History will be made in July 2021 as an all-electric racing aircraft takes to the skies for the very first time
– a landmark moment for Air Race E https://airracee.com , its partners and the aviation industry as a
whole. In 2019 and 2020 combustion versions of the planes were flown, while they were being
converted. Some were put together, like the one showcased in Dubai in 2019 and some electric race
aircraft have run up the motor, but they have not yet actually flown.

Delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic Air Race E – the world’s first all-electric air race series – will get
underway in 2022 with many of the world’s top pilots going head-to-head at a number of high-profile
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events around the globe. The aircraft will race just ten metres above the ground at speeds of up to
450km/h (280mph), and this latest development represents a huge milestone for the pioneering series.
This inaugural flight is the culmination of months of planning, designing, concept developing, testing and
manufacturing for the innovative all-electric air racing series.
The dedicated team at Air Race E, including engineers, pilots, manufacturers, partners and teams have
been working tirelessly in the build-up to this historic event, which heralds a significant breakthrough in
air racing, electric transport and aerospace engineering.
The test itself will put the electric racing aircraft through its paces, concentrating on airworthiness and
safety during its initial runs. Further trials over subsequent weeks and months will then focus on finetuning the high-performance aspects of the aircraft, ensuring it is ready to race in 2022.
The date, location and the crew members involved will be released over the coming weeks, in what is
one of the most highly anticipated and significant events in the ongoing preparation and development for
Air Race E.

FARA IS SEEKING A PART-TIME SECRETARY GENERAL
The Secretary General will have day to day responsibility to lead the operations of the organization,
working alongside the President and other Directors of FARA.
FARA is about to enter a new phase of development and expansion internationally and will require
significant effort in the following areas: working with regulatory bodies; establishing and approving rules
for formula races; promotion of the sport; developing new commercial opportunities; administrative and
accounting tasks; leading and building the team; and, eventually, growing membership and participation.
The duties can be performed remotely, but ideally based in the United Kingdom.
Candidates must have extensive experience in the air sports industry and be able to function with the
utmost competence and professionalism on a strategic level all the way down to the daily detail.
The chosen candidate will have a proven track record and an impeccable reputation already established
in aviation. He, or she, must have a native level fluency in English, a proven track record in air sports
(and ideally air shows), experience dealing with civil aviation authorities and sports bodies, and come
with a strong list of references. A deep knowledge of air racing is desirable (and eventually will be
necessary). They will have excellent communication skills and a diplomatic approach to be the face of
FARA, but equally a heavy-lifter ready to roll up his or her sleeves with an unmatched passion.
Remuneration: This is a part-time contract role, roughly one day per week, and will be paid on a
retainer basis (plus expenses) at a competitive rate.
If interested in this position please send your CV and cover letter to the Formula Air Racing Association
at info@formulaairracing.com

AIR RACE 1 LAUNCHES HOST CITY BIDDING PROCESS FOR 2022
Bids are welcomed for Air Race 1 and World Cup events in 2022 as Air Race 1 has announced the
official bidding process for venues looking to host events in 2022 as the global air racing series swings
back into action.
Air Race 1, a sister competition to the pioneering new Air Race E championship, is powering back up
after an extended hiatus due to COVID-19 and is offering cities around the world a chance to be part of
the action. Locations are encouraged to lodge bids to host the high-profile events, where eight aircraft
race against each other at speeds of over 400kph just ten meters above the ground.
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Air Race 1 returns Stateside with a much-anticipated event at San Angelo, Texas, scheduled later this
year (October 30-31). Air Race 1 will set the template for the development of its electric counterpart,
acting as a stepping stone while the fledgling sport establishes itself at the forefront of aviation
competition.
Expressions of interest to host both Air Race 1 and Air Race E events in 2022 should be directed to
info@airrace1.com
Jeff Zaltman, CEO of Air Race 1 and Air Race E, said: "We are delighted to announce the bidding
process for Air Race 1 leading up to 2022, with cities around the world being offered the opportunity to
be part of a series like no other. As well as showcasing the thrilling sport at its most competitive level, Air
Race 1 venues will enjoy the benefit of global media coverage and the unparalleled marketing potential
which accompanies our high-profile events – not to mention thousands of visitors. We view our Host
Cities as our primary partners and we dedicate ourselves to delivering a memorable event with
substantial economic impact and revenue-generating opportunities for the local community."

For more information about FARA go to https://airracee.com
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk
The Light Aircraft Association (LAA) was established just after the end of World War Two with the aim of
ensuring that recreational aviation was affordably available to the man in the street. Pre-war it had
predominantly been the preserve of the better off.

NEWS
LAA HQ
In line with the latest COVID advice, LAA HQ will remain closed to all visitors until further notice. Any
documentation should be sent by regular post. Please do not attempt to 'drop off' documentation to the
office by hand.
You can contact the LAA by phone or e-mail to office or engineering. Office office@laa.uk.com or
engineering engineering@laa.uk.com

2021 LAA RALLY
A note for your diaries, the 3rd, 4th and 5th September 2021. This year’s Sywell rally will celebrate the
75th Anniversary of the formation of the LAA’s predecessor, the Ultra-Light Aircraft Association in 1946.
The LAA intends making this not just a commemoration of 75 years of the largest powered flying
Association in the UK, but also a celebration of the returning to a more normal and hopefully stress and
Covid risk-free way of life.

Maiden Flight of Pat Taylor's homebuilt Pietenpol Air Camper G-PLJR (16.4.2021)
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The exhibitor area has been redesigned to allow social distancing to be maintained, with more opensided marquees to ensure appropriate ventilation and many other attractions are also being developed to
offer a Covid-safe environment. In addition the Rally will also celebrate the Association’s 75th
Anniversary with special exhibits and some rarely seen aircraft, of all generations.

Eryl Smith, who chairs the LAA Rally Committee, said, “The success of the NHS Coronavirus vaccination
programme, and the consequent Government Roadmap, means we can feel positive about the LAA 75th
Anniversary Sywell Rally being run as close to ‘normal’ as possible. We will offer all visitors a Covid-safe
environment including more open public spaces and the avoidance of fully enclosed exhibition
marquees. We have been encouraged by the enthusiasm of many of our long-term exhibitors, who are
already requesting booking information and are looking forward to returning to the unique, informal,
friendly atmosphere of the event.”
The Rally presents a unique opportunity for enthusiasts to get to see the visiting aircraft up close, meet
and chat to the pilots and learn how accessible and affordable aircraft ownership can be. There are
opportunities for bargains and special deals from exhibitors, the popular Speakers Corner lecture area
(with appropriate distancing) and the Homebuilders Centre providing insight into what is involved in
building your own aircraft. Part-built projects, representing wood, metal and composite construction, will
be on display with their builders, plus experts in particular build disciplines.
Part-built projects, representing wood, metal and composite construction, will be on display with their
builders, plus demonstrations by experts in particular build disciplines.
Admission prices: LAA members £6 to cover all three days, including airside access.
Non-members pay £15 to cover all three days, plus £10 per day for airside access.

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED FOR RALLY
The LAA are appealing for volunteers to assist on the Wednesday and Thursday before the Show
officially opens and on the Monday after it closes as well as during the event itself.
Can you spare some time?
Contact LLAA HQ at office@laa.uk.com or phone 01280 846796 (extension 2)
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LAA 75th ANNIVERSARY YEARBOOK
In addition to the Rally, the LAA is commemorating the 75th Anniversary of its creation, as the Ultra Light
Aircraft Association, with a commemorative yearbook.
The book traces the story of the Association from its formation in 1946, through its activities as the
Popular Flying Association in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, to the current day where the LAA serves more
than 7,700 members and oversees the airworthiness of more than 4,000 aircraft, homebuild and
restoration projects.
Featuring many previously unpublished pictures and contributions from early members, the 82-page year
book will be published in June and distributed free to LAA members.
Copies can be purchased from the LAA Shop (office@laa.uk.com ) for £4.95 plus P&P

‘WE ALL FLY’ DAY AT RUFFORTH EAST IN YORKSHIRE
31ST JULY – 1st AUGUST
The Vale of York Strut will be hosting a 2 day fly in at Rufforth East to celebrate all things aviation. If you
sit in it, on it, under it, you are welcome. The BGA and BMAA simulators will be there, as well as the
LAA. There will be Camping on Airfield from Friday onwards; Evening bar and live entertainment with
food and a temporary AIP will be published to make the visit easier for less experienced visitors.
Sunday 1st August will be special as the Vale of York Strut are also celebrating Yorkshire Day.
Rufforth East is less than 4 miles from York City centre.
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MINI-TOUR REPLACES LAA ROUND BRITAIN EVENT
Meanwhile, the cancelled 2021 Round Britain Tour due to be staged at the end of May 2021 has been
replaced with a ‘mini-tour’ in July starting at the LAA Wessex Strut and Meet the LAA Day Fly-in at
Henstridge Airfield, in Somerset, on Sunday 4 July before heading south to Bodmin.
After visiting airfields in Cornwall, the Midlands and northern England the mini-tour will conclude at
Leicester Airport on Thursday 8th July, having had a second overnight halt at Barton and a third
overnight halt at Breighton, just outside York.
This final leg on 8 July to Leicester will end with a barbeque lunch to conclude the event. As ever,
participants will be able to complete the whole tour or ‘drop in’ on individual legs or locations.
Proposed Flight Plan:
4th July Henstridge Airfield. A Meet the LAA DAY and Wessex Strut Fly-In. Attendees can camp
overnight with an evening meal and breakfast available.
5th July: Fly to Bodmin (overnight camping aloowed)with Dunkeswell available for a luch/coffee stop.
6th July: Fly to Barton via Kemble (coffee stop) and Shobdon (lunch stop). Overnight camping at
Barton allowed with an evening meal and breakfast served.
7th July: Fly to Eshott for a lunchtime BBQ then on to Breighton. Overnight camping allowed and an
evening meal and breakfast available.
8th July: Fly to Leicester for a lunchtime BBQ before departures back to bases

FAI AVIATION ART CONTEST FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 2021
The FAI title for the 2021 contest was very appropriate to the times in which we find ourselves as the
emphasis was on the importance of friendship and personal relationships in the world of aviation.
“A FRIENDLIER WORLD WITH AIR SPORTS” was the theme for the FAI’s Aviation Art Contest 2021
and focused not only on the flying itself but on the friendships that are created and nurtured on the
ground as well as in the skies when practicing air sports. Whilst being short of entries for the 2021
competition, mainly due to the fact that our ‘hands on’ approach with aviation art available at the air
shows and LAA Rally, was made impossible because of the pandemic. The LAA did have a winner in the
UK Senior class, 15 year old Nick Harder, and they sent his entry to the FAI to be included in the
international judging.
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Nick’s prize for the UK competition will be a flight in an aircraft at Turweston. We wait to hear the
outcome of the 2021 judging and the new title the FAI will set for the 2022 competition.
For more information: contact Aviation Art co-ordinator Anne Hughes struts@laa.uk.com

Join YES (Youth & Education Support) It’s Free!
Did you know that joining YES is not only a great idea, but it’s also free.
YES the Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association, working together with LAA Clubs,
leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools and universities and many others to –
educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all sorts of activities connected with
aviation.
There are changes afoot! Watch this space for news on what is happing at YES.
Just down load the membership form and send it to the YES Secretary and you will become part of the
Youth Education branch of the LAA, delivering education, inspiration and most of all fun to the Youth of
today. https://yesflyers.org.uk/join-yes-its-free

NEW CHAIRWOMAN FOR YES
Stewart Luck has stood down after many years as Chairman of YES, the youth section of the LAA.

Ellie Carter has taken over the mantle.
See Youth Activities and Opportunities section in this Newsletter for more information

LAA STRUT MEETINGS
Some LAA Strut meetings make a small charge for non-members but all are welcome to attend and
meetings are an excellent source of advice and help, whether building, buying, training or simply wanting
to be involved in the local aviation scene.
STRUT’s arrange a number of flying and social events throughout the year and most hold monthly
meetings and maybe an interesting aviation related talk. Meetings are an excellent source of advice and
help whether building, buying, training or simply wanting to be involved in the local aviation scene and
are dotted around the UK
Checkout the LAA website for details of your local STRUT on an interactive map
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/struts/struts.html
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OTHER CLUBS ASSOCIATED TO THE LAA
There are also a number of other Clubs associated to the LAA that are dedicated to a specific aircraft
manufacturer or model. The Vintage Aircraft Club, Europa Club, European Luscombe Club etc., all can
offer social activities and useful technical support for owners or those interested in that particular type.

FOR LAA FRIENDLY AIRFIELDS
CHECKOUT http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Airfields/airfield_listing.html
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http://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
The Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association (“The 3Rs”) is mandated to oversee British
handicap air racing, British and World aviation records and formal air rallies.
The 3R’s have delegated authority from the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale) www.fai.org to
oversee National and World Record attempts by UK licenced pilots and citizens. If you are interested in
setting an Aviation Record, be it point to point (speed), altitude or endurance then contact Geoffrey Boot,
Record Coordinator at geoffreyboot@gmail.com
Ever since taking to the air, pilots have sought to compete and perfect their skills. Air racing and the
setting of records came to the fore from the earliest of times, although it was not until the 1920s that it
took on a formalised and more spectacular form.
In Britain, royal patronage for air racing came with the annual Kings Cup, first awarded by George V in
1922 and hotly contested to this day. In the 1980s the spirit of seaplane racing was rekindled with the
rebirth of the famed Schneider Trophy. In the early 1980s the British Air Racing Championship was
developed with the reformation of the Royal Aero Club Competition Committee into the Royal Aero Club
Records Racing and Rally Association (3R’s), allocating points according to position in the field at the
finish of each air race, accumulating throughout a racing season. The King’s Cup and the Schneider
Trophy, together with a series of other prestigious events, go to make up the modern day handicap air
racing season.

NEWS
The Royal Aero Club Records, Racing & Rally Association, the 3R’s, is pleased to announce that they
have made a brand new website dedicated to the British Air Racing Championship
https://www.britishairracing.org

as well as keeping their 3R’s website https://www.royalaeroclubrrra.co.uk
You can see information about the current registered racers and navigators at
https://www.britishairracing.org/meet-the-competitors though quite a few more have passed through the
ranks since the 3R’s inception in
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RACING FIXTURES
The 3Rs are very excited for the 2021 season going ahead, with the first race of the season just around
the corner. Anastasia Romanova, 3Rs Marketing and PR, says come join us at Beccles on 22/23 May
as a spectator or as a race pilot or navigator. We’re looking forward to seeing you there!
2021 season dates
Location
Beccles
Haverford West
Sandown
Llanbedr
Leeds East
Leicester

Date
May 22/23
June 26/27
July 24/25
Aug 21/22
Sept 11/12
Sept 25/26

Racing for…
Aurigny/Airborne
Ginger Lacy/Battle of Britain
Merlin/Schneider Trophy
Grosvenor/SBAC
City Livery Trophy/Gower Cup
Stewards/Kings Cup

Want to join the team or know someone who might be interested? You’ll be pleased to hear the 3Rs are
recruiting race pilots. Don’t hesitate to get in touch and they’ll guide you through the simple steps to get
you started.

(Photo: Chris Hall)

Find out more: https://www.britishairracing.org/become-a-racer

SETTING UK NATIONAL AND WORLD AVIATION RECORDS
Setting aviation National and World Records can be rewarding in terms of obtaining either National or
World Record certificates and challenging in a flying sense. There are many records not yet set and
there are categories from gyrocopter, helicopter, ultralights through all types of general aviation aircraft
and commercial air transport.
One of the ways to set an aviating record is be to make contact with the UK Record Coordinator
Geoffrey Boot, or his assistant Hannah Bevan, via geoffreyboot@gmail.com 01303 227222. Either will
be able to confirm whether what is intended is possible and then please refer to the check list below.
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There are fees to pay, firstly to the RAeC RRRA (3R’s) for their administration of the records and
secondly a confirmation fee to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) for their administration
and issue of a World Record Certificate.
If there are no record categories listed within the FAI sporting code and you have a particular type of
record that you think might be feasible then it is always worth checking with the Record Coordinator as
the 3R’s are able to set up protocols for different categories of National Record such as around Britain
etc there are also some protocols for National Records that are not listed with the FAI.
1.

Check on the FAI record pages what the best previous performance is, if any, for the record you
would like to set. www.fai.org

2.

Review the FAI Sporting Code, General Section and relevant Specialised Section, to get an
understanding of the rules and documentation requirements.

3.

For the definition of the course used for your record attempt, you will need the exact distance given
by the World Distance Calculator.

4.

Obtain an FAI sporting license from the RAeC RRRA (Royal Aero Club Records Racing and Rally
Association) (3R’s) if you do not already hold a valid one. Please note that the FAI Sporting Code General Section, Item 8.1.3 says: A Sporting Licence shall only be considered issued and valid, if
the holder is listed on the FAI Sporting Licence database by the NAC that is issuing the particular
Sporting License.

5.

Your flight will have to be properly monitored and controlled. Determine with Record Coordinator
for the 3R’s who will serve as Official Observer(s). If the flight is a 'speed over a recognised
course' record between 2 airports, each with a control tower, the tower personnel are
entitled to
certify the times of start and finish.

6.

If required you should get in touch with your Official Observer(s) to discuss the flight and the
procedures for documenting the record.

7.

You make the record attempt.

8.

Within 7 days of the record attempt, FAI must be officially notified that the flight was successful and
provided with basic details of the performance, this should be done through the Record
Coordinator for 3R’s who will require notification as soon as the record attempt has been
completed.

9.

Send the Record Coordinator for 3R’s the complete details of the flight (on the supplied forms
if
applicable) including any evidence required such as certificates of start/finish, photographs
etc.

10.

After the Record Coordinator for 3R’s receives and reviews the documentation file, your record will
be certified as a UK National Record (assuming a record has been set and verified)
before
application is made to the FAI for formal recognition of a world record.

If a World Record is being claimed, Record Coordinator for the 3R’s must then forward a complete
dossier containing the original evidence to FAI in Lausanne within 120 days requesting that FAI
approves the national record as a World Record.
Please note that FAI charges NACs an administrative fee for processing each World record dossier. This
charge will be included in the total free to the claimant(s).
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UK & EASA AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
UK
Regulations and Permissions are being amended at short notice, and even more so during this Covid-19
pandemic so I would urge you to double check on the CAA website and not take the information below
as gospel as only as up to date as date compiled.
EXEMPTIONS – PILOT MEDICAL DECLARATION FOR PRIVATE PILOTS
Following a safety review, CAA has published two exemptions, E5427 and E5428. Both these
exemptions are valid until 30th April 2022
ORS4 1486 formalises the use of the alternative medical declaration criteria for licences issued under
the ANO when operating aircraft with a Maximum Take-off Mass (MTOM) of 2000kg or less
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4%20No.1486.pdf
ORS4 1487 allows holders of UK Part-FCL LAPL, PPL and UK Part-BFCL BPL and UK Part-SFCL SPL
licences to make a Pilot Medical Declaration (PMD)
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4%201487%20.pdf

CAA PORTAL
As mentioned in the Winter 2021 RAeC Newsletter don’t forget to register with the new online CAA
Portal BEFORE for applying for a new ATOL Licence and Medicals (Cellma). https://www.caa.co.uk/Ourwork/About-us/Doing-business-with-the-CAA/Customer-portal/ Register as soon as possible.
You will need: A: Formal photographic identification (one of the below)

Passport

Driving licence or

National identity card (Including citizen card or other government recognised ID)
And B: Proof of address or existing CAA documentation (one of the below)

Driving licence

Bank statement

Identity card

Utility bill

Council tax bill

Council rent book

Mortgage statement or

Existing CAA documentation (e.g. medical certificate)
IMPORTANT: The same document cannot be used for both i.e. driving licence can only be used for
photo identification or proof of address. An additional item of documentation would also be required.
There is a guide to the process:
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1902%20Customer%20Portal%20Registration%20Guide.pdf
There is also a new CAA microsite for ‘post-EASA’ information for licensing and medicals:
https://info.caa.co.uk/euexit
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NPPL GROUND EXAMS VALIDITY EXTENDED
The CAA has granted an extension for the validity of NPPL(A) Microlight Licence until the 31st May
2021. This exemption applies to the validity periods of completed theoretical knowledge examinations
that are due to expire on any date from 16th March to 31st May 2021.

EXTENSION TO ALTERNATIVE CLASS RATING REVALIDATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR UK PART-FCL AND NATIONAL PILOT LICENCE HOLDERS
Due to the UK’s Covid pandemic restrictions, the CAA is extending the exemptions which allow pilots to
take advantage of the alternative SSEA, SEP, Microlight, SLMG and TMG class rating revalidation
requirements. The new expiry date of these alternative arrangements is 31st July 2021. This exemption
does not extend the validity period of pilot licence holders class rating(s).
ORS4 No 1485: Revalidation of Class Ratings endorsed on a United Kingdom Flight Crew Licence
issued in accordance with the Air Navigation Order 2016
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1485.pdf
ORS4 No 1484: Alternative Revalidation Requirements for Single Engine Piston (SEP) and Touring
Motor Glider (TMG) Class Ratings Endorsed in a UK Part-FCL Pilot Licence
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1484.pdf
ORS4 1471 is valid to end of June 2021 an exemption for pilots holding and exercising the privileges of
a UK CAA PPL or NPPL licence issued before 8 April 2020 to act as PiC in a G-registered SSEA/SEP,
SLMG or TMG within the UK or with the permission of the relevant authority within a Crown Dependency
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1471.pdf
CAA state this exemption is not intended to facilitate recreational activity and places a limit on the
number of PiC hours, 12, which can be conducted under the exemption.

FLYING AN EASA PERMIT AIRCRAFT IN UK AIRSPACE
ORS4 1457 must be carried to make EASA
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1457.pdf

Permit

aircraft

legal

in

UK

Airspace.

EASA Part-FCL Licences issued by EASA Member State to a UK Part-FCL
Licence after 31st December 2020
For flying in the UK, until 31/12/2021 print and carry ORS4 1453
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1453.pdf

G-REG EASA PERMIT AIRCRAFT FLYING IN UK AIRSPACE
ORS4 1457 for to be flown in UK airspace
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4No1457.pdf

must

be

printed

and

carried

2021 VFR CHARTS
VFR 2021 Charts are now out. Keep to date with updates by signing up for changes http://www.natsuk.ead-it.com/fwf-natsuk/public/user/account/register.faces

81

NEW REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
INCLUDES MODEL AIRCRAFT AND DRONES
CAP 658, the longstanding guidance on the safe flying of model aircraft, has been withdrawn and will
be replaced as an additional annex (F) to CAP 722 and which will NOT include any guidance on the
flying of model aircraft.
CAP 722(F) will describe how the new regulatory framework applies to model flying operation; the CAA
policy for operating model aircraft; the boundaries between operations which REQUIRE an authorisation
and those that DO NOT and guidance to Model Aircraft Associations apply for authorisations on behalf of
their members.
CAA OPERATOR REGISTRATION: Whilst the UK is now a “Third Country” in respect of EASA CAA
operator registrations are NOT VALID within the EU, the CAA has taken the decision to follow the EU
format just I case there is an opportunity for mutual recognition in the future.
The BMFA registrations system now communicates with the CAA system daily to provide the CAA with
details of new BMFA registrations, renewals as well as updating the BMFA system re memberships,
Operator ID’s and expiry dates.
LIKELY UPDATED ARTICLE 16: the CAA Strategic Review of Model Flying which focused on the
CAA’s oversight of Large Model Aircraft over 35Kg and the authorising of 7.5Kg model aircraft
operations flying +400ft and model aircraft flying displays it was proposed, by the BMFA, that such
authorisations will be in future delegated to Model Flying Associations and the scope of Article 16
expanded to facilitate this. Keep an eye on the BMFA website and future issues of this Newsletter.
Article 16 is a self-contained regulatory framework which should accommodate most traditional model
aircraft and piloted drone flying. For most BMFA members there will in all likelihood be no need to
consider operating under the terms of CAP 722.
Operating multi-rotor drone or model aircraft less than 250g the “Open Category” of CAP 722 might be
more favourable for certain types of flying.
Competency requirements of Article 16 (BMFA Achievements) are not transferable to CAP 722 but
under CAP 722 there are no requirements for registration or competency for model aircraft under 25g –
but you still have to have read the manual! AND a CAA Flyer IS required. See
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP2012_EU_Drone_Rules_Factsheet_V7%207pdf
There is no requirement, at present, for a Remote ID for unmanned aircraft.
AGE RESTRICTIONS REMOVED: The CAA has removed all but the lower (18 years) age restrictions
for remote pilots, so competency rather than age.

CAP 2131: PREPARING TO SAFELY RETURN BACK TO FLYING (GUIDANCE)
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM OPERATIONS IN UK AIRSPACE
Some helpful tips https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%202131.pdf

LOST IN UK AIRSPACE?
Instead of calling up D&D (121.5) and “panpan panpan panpan” SQUAWK 0030
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FLYING IN UK AIRSPACE?

DON’T FORGET

When exercising the privileges of a Part-FCL licence you must carry

Your licence document

photo ID (a driving licence or passport)
For Part-21 aircraft, aeroplanes and helicopters under Part-NCO

Aircraft flight manual;

Current charts;

Interception procedures;

Flight plan details (if one has been filed); and

Minimum Equipment List (if you operate with one).
For international flights there are more extensive requirements, see FLYING FROM AND TO THE UK
AFTER BREXIT below
For non-Part-21 aircraft flying within the UK, there are no document carriage requirements other
than charts for navigation.

FLYING FROM AND TO THE UK AFTER BREXIT
The GAR Form has removed all references to the EU but you will need, until any other arrangements
have been agreed anyone flying GA to Europe will need to exit and re-enter via a port that has
immigration and customs. If you are taking goods in your aircraft over the value of £270, and intend
returning with them, then you will need additional documentation, eg ATA Carnet and Bond, as this in
effect suspends any VAT/duty payments.
New Declaration for International Travel Form is required to be completed and carried for each
person and applicable from 31st March until further notice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97371
9/declaration-form-for-international-travel-from-29-march-2021.pdf
EU ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: Check if the EU country you are flying/travelling to has changed
requirements for UK citizens especially if also going there for business.
You will need to carry on board:

Approved Flight Manual;

Original Certificate of Registration;

Original Certificate of Airworthiness (or Permit to Fly);

Noise certificate;

Aircraft radio licence;

Insurance certificate;

Journey log;

Flight plan details;

Current charts;

Interception procedures;

Minimum Equipment List (if you operate with one);

Operating permission (if applicable);

Flight crew licences;

Passports for all on board; passports will need to be less than 10 years old (even if having 6
months or more left) AND have more than 6 months till expiry.

European Health Insurance Card if travelling to the EU : This is still valid if unexpired

Life Jackets & PLBs in FCL aircraft:
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Class 2 Medical Certificate for UK PPL, LAPLs both UK and non-UK are not allowed as not
recognised under EASA as neither are pilots with UK issued Part-FCL PPL but using a LAPL medical.

“Confirmation
of
Validity
Document”
(CAP
2086)
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/Confirmation%20of%20Validity%20of%20a%20Licences%20%20M
edicals%20Issued%20by%20the%20UK.pdf
This confirms that any Licence Document or Certificate that the CAA has issued under Commission
Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 prior to 1 January 2021, stating the United Kingdom as the issuing
authority, remains in force and valid as an ICAO pilot licence or certificate under paragraph 37 of Part 3
of Schedule 8 to the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.
All flights must be made from and to airfields or strips that have had a Certificate of Agreement
(CoA) with UK Customs issued by the UK Border Force. Airfields or strips must have had an inbound
flight from outside the UK within the 12 months prior to June 2020 AND should be in receipt of a letter
explaining this and an interim blanket CoA valid to June 2022, after which an individual CoA is required.
DUTY FREE ALLOWANCE: £270 but doesn’t include alcohol or tobacco
MEAT & DAIRY PRODUCTS: Cannot be taken into the EU, BUT if purchased in the EU can be brought
back to the UK
For NPPL holders see the EASA section below

SKYWISE
Have you signed up for email notification of changes in licensing rules or process from the CAA yet?
It’s easy to do via http://skywise.caa.co.uk to stay up-to-date with news, safety alerts, consultations, rule
changes, airspace amendments and more from the CAA. It replaces CAA previous information notices
and keeps you up to date with information that isn’t safety critical, with a more instant, tailored service.
Private Pilots (aeroplane): http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/private-pilot-aeroplane/
Private Pilot (Helicopter): http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/private-pilot-helicopter/
Microlights: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/microlights/
Gliders: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/gliders/
Drones: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/drones/
Balloons: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/balloons/
Autogyros: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/autogyros/
Airspace Changes: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/airspace-change/
Air Displays and Events: http://skywise.caa.co.uk/category/air-displays-and-events/

SKYWAY CODE (CAP1535)
The Skyway Code latest version (Version 3 published March 2021). Printed copies are available to buy
(£12.95) from AFE https://www.afeonline.com/shop/the-skyway-code-v3-cap-1535CAP1535P PDF for easy printing
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1535P%20Skyway%20Code%20Version%203.pdf
and CAP1535S PDF with easy navigation for on-screen use
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1535S%20Skyway%20Code%20Version%203.pdf
Updates between published editions will be listed on The SkyWay
https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Safety-information/The-Skyway-Code/

Code

webpage
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NOTAMS
Royal Flights: the details of royal flights are now being published by NOTAM
AIS: updated telephone number 08085 354802 (+44 1489 887515)
NOTAMS online:
http://www.nats-uk.eadit.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=166&Itemid=4.html
But you will need to register
http://www.nats-uk.eadit.com/public/index.php%3Foption=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=166&Itemid=4.html

FLIGHT VISIBILITY DISTANCE FROM CLOUDS
From 20th May 2021 the UK will revert back to the pre Covid-19 rules on flight visibility & distance from
clouds implementing an amendment to SERA.5001. Table S5-1 that modifies the VMC visibility and
distance from cloud minima in airspace Classes D, F and G. Pilots will be deemed to have complied with
the requirements of SERA.5001 when operating at or below 3,000ft AMSL, or 1,000ft above terrain,
whichever is the higher, if they are flying:
Within Class F and G airspace:
a) During day only;
b) Indicated airspeed of 140 kts or less;
c) For all aircraft, remain clear of cloud with the surface in sight and with a flight visibility of at least 1,500
m.
Within Class D airspace:
a) During day only;
b) Indicated airspeed of 140 kts or less;
c) Remains clear of cloud with the surface in sight and;
(i) For aircraft other than helicopters with a flight visibility of at least 5 km;
(ii) For helicopters, with a flight visibility of at least 1,500 m.
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Rules-of-the-air/Standardised-EuropeanRules-of-the-Air/

PPL REVALIDATION
To revalidate the rating you must complete the following:
1. Pass a proficiency check in a single-engine (single-pilot) aeroplane with an examiner. The proficiency
check must take place within the 3 months immediately before the rating’s expiry date; or
2. 12 hours of flight time in single-engine (single-pilot) aeroplane within the 12 months preceding the
rating’s expiry date, including the following: 6 hours as pilot-in-command (PIC; 12 take-offs and landings;
a training flight of at least 1 hour (or a maximum of three totalling 1 hour) with the same flight instructor
or class rating instructor.
If you have already completed a proficiency check or skill test in another type or class of aeroplane, you
will not have to complete this training flight
PPL(A): If you hold valid ratings written on your licence for both TMG and SEP, when you revalidate you
may use the same flight time for both
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LAPL LICENSES
All UK CAA issued EASA licences are now UK Aircrew Regulation Licences. ICAO has confirmed it will
continue to recognise the licences as such without the need for them to be re-issued.
However, the LAPL (Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence) is now a UK only licence as it is not recognised by
ICAO. The privileges of a LAPL licence only remain valid IF in the last 2 years you have met any of the
following conditions as pilots of aeroplanes or TMGs:
My thanks to Phil Matthews of Cotswold Aero Club for the following:
1.
have completed at least 12 hours of flight time as PiC over a 24 month rolling period or if you do
not have enough hours you can complete the additional flight time or take-offs and landings to meet the
requirements above, flying dual or solo, under the supervision of an instructor, , including: 12 take-offs
and landings; PLUS refresher training of at least 1 hour of total flight time with an instructor;
2.
have passed a LAP proficiency check with an examiner. The proficiency check programme shall be
based on the skill test for the LAPL(A);
If you hold both a LAPL SEP(land) and a SEP(sea) privilege, you may comply with the requirements in
point in either class or a combination thereof which shall be valid for both privileges. For this purpose, at
least 1 hour of the required flight time and 6 out of the required 12 take-offs and landings shall be
completed in each class.
You can now also fly your aeroplane hours in a 3 axis microlight, after any necessary differences training
sign off, but not the 1 hour instruction. Differences training: The ANO 2016 requires the holder of a UK
licence with a valid Single Engine Piston Class Rating to complete differences training with an
appropriately qualified Instructor prior to flying as pilot in command of a microlight aeroplane.
For more information see https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Pilot-licences/Aeroplanes/LightAircraft-Pilot-Licence-for-aeroplanes/

REVALIDATION BY EXPERIENCE
SEP revalidation by experience can be signed in a UK issued licence by an examiner holding a valid UK
issued Part-FCL examiner certificate or a Flight Instructor with the privileges of FCL.945 who undertook
your 1 hour instruction. If you are revalidating your SEP by experience and are flying in a European
Member State, please note that a Certificate of Revalidation held on a licence issued by the UK cannot
be signed by a non-UK EASA examiner.

UK NPPL REVALIDATION
To revalidate an SSEA or SLMG class rating attached to an NPPL(A), the holder must complete the
following during the 24 month validity of the current certificate of revalidation for the rating:
a) A General Skill Test; or
b) At least 12 hours flight time to include:at least 8 hours as pilot in command; at least 12
take-offs and 12 landings; at least 1 hour of flying training with an instructor entitled to give
instruction on aeroplanes of that class; at least 6 hours flight time in the 12 months
preceding the validity expiry date.
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EUROPEAN (EASA) AVIATION REGULATORY MATTERS
NPPL
France, Germany and Ireland are continuing to recognise the UK issued NPPL. The CAA are working
with other EU Member States to extend this.
France’s DGAC (the French CAA) is planning to allow sub-ICAO UK aircraft into French airspace without
having to PPR in advance.
Watch this space for future information.

EASA PART-FCL CHANGES
UK GA aviators can also keep up to date on European developments by subscribing (at no cost) to
the Europe Air Sports Newsletters delivered straight to your inbox via the Europe Air Sports website
which can be found at www.europe-air-sports.org
JANUARY 20021 Newsletter
https://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/EAS-Newsletter-Jan-2021-v3.pdf
APRIL 2021 Newsletter
https://www.europe-air-sports.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/EAS-Newsletter-April-2021.pdf

EASA GA LICENSING
https://www.easa.europa.eu/easa-and-you/general-aviation
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CONSULTATIONS
CAA PROPOSED CHANGES TO CAP 553 (BCAR Section A, A3-7 and A8-26)
Chapter A3-7: Permit to Fly Aircraft – Initial and Continuing Airworthiness
Chapter A8-26: Approval of Organisations Supporting Recreational Aviation
The changes to Chapter A3-7 have been made largely to reflect the introduction of the new privileges in
A8-26. There have also been minor updates to reflect the UK’s withdrawal from the EU and EASA.
Chapter A8-26 sees further increased delegated authority to approved organisations through new
oversight privileges as well as the ability to issue a National Permit to Fly. Other significant changes
include the introduction of risk management and occurrence reporting as well as new requirements for
personnel and Authorised Staff. A number of editorial changes have also been made to improve and
simplify the wording.
The CAA are inviting stakeholders to comment on the proposed amendments to CAP 553 (BCAR
Section A). https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/uk-civil-aviation-authority-launches-consultation/

Please send your comments by email to ga@caa.co.uk stating the paragraph reference and
suggested change/comment. It would be helpful if you are able to share in your response, if you are
responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation.
Closes 27 May 2021

CAA RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS
CAP2146 UK GENERAL AVIATION OPPORTUNITIES AFTER LEAVING EASA
In November 2020, the CAA launched a six-week consultation seeking views on CAP 1985, UK General
Aviation opportunities after leaving EASA.
The CAA wanted to understand:
▪ how they could help the GA community (and its associated businesses and industries) flourish after
leaving EASA;
▪ the specific priorities of the GA community;
▪ how they could engage with and work more efficiently, constructively and collaboratively with GA
communities in delivering our objectives;
▪ the priorities of those who are not part of the GA community when considering the future of GA in the
UK.
Some of the boundaries and constraints within which the programme must operate:▪ to ensure that any change does not compromise safety standards
▪ resource and finance considerations that may dictate the pace of change, and the GA community’s
appetite for change
▪ where a change requires a change to secondary legislation such as the Air Navigation Order, it will be
dependent on suitable space being found by the Department for Transport in the Government’s wider
legislative programme, which could extend implementation timelines
▪ constructive collaboration with the GA community.
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/GA%20opportunities%20after%20leaving%20EASA%20(CA
P2146).pdf
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CAP1724 Flying Display Authorisation Standards
35 unique comments to the draft CAP from 10 respondents. Of all the comments, 27 clearly conveyed
some sort of change. Of these, 19 comments were textual in nature, suggesting revised wording or
highlighting minor drafting points. Many of these comments were duplicated between respondents. Of
the remaining eight comments, two were more substantive, calling for some sort of change of the
underlying policy, five were non-specific and did not suggest any change and 1 offered no comment
other than that the respondent had reviewed all of the changes.
Final version of CAP 1724 Edition 3
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP%201724%20Edition%203.pdf

CAP 403 Flying Displays and Special Events:
Safety and Administrative Requirements and Guidance
The CAA welcomes further inputs to policy and the ANO, as and when these are released for
consultation.
Final version: CAP 403 Edition 18
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP403%20E18%20FEB%202021.pdf

For other responses and CAA action taken
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/we_asked_you_said/

on

recent

closed
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IS YOUR AERODROME UNDER THREAT?
NOT GOOD NEWS
Oakley: Aerodrome closed March 2021
Gigha Airfield: Due to the costs of drainage this Scottish island airfield is to close to visitors. There
may be a slim, and very slim, chance of reopening in the future.
Gloucester Airport & Retford/Gamston: The CAA did not comment or object to the development
proposals at either of these airfields with the resulting loss of runway/aviation amenity space.

POSSIBLY GOOD NEWS:
Colerne: Originally expected to be sold in 2018 there is local interest in keeping the site for aviation
use.
GOOD NEWS
Andrewsfield: Local Plan excludes an on and adjacent to the aerodrome from future housing
development.
Athey’s Moor: Northumberland County Council has granted full planning permission for additional
flying days, movements, events and more training for both flexi and fixed wing aircraft on a permanent
basis.

My thanks to John Walker for his April 2021 UK Airfields update:
Aerodrome
Andrewsfield

Bourn

Cambridge

Chalgrove

Chiltern Park

Coventry

Current Status
On 22 February 2021 Braintree District Council adopted Part 1 of the 2033
Local Plan which includes the joint Local Plan for North-East Essex. The Plan
excludes an area on and adjacent to Andrewsfield aerodrome from future
housing development. Aerodrome listed by the Council on 19 June 2020 as an
Asset of Community Value.
Site earmarked for some 3,500 homes in 2031 Local Plan adopted by South
Cambridgeshire District Council on 27 September 2018. The Council approved
a planning application for the development on 19 February 2021 subject to
the completion of prior conditions.
Marshall Group will be vacating the aerodrome by 2030 and have signed an
option to lease land at Cranfield with Wyton being considered as an
alternative site. The Group has stated its intent to the local authorities to put
the site forward for development as part of the next Local Plan from 2030.
Site included in South Oxfordshire District Council 2034 Local Plan adopted on
10 December 2020 for a 3,000-home development with a new runway for
Martin-Baker Aircraft (MBA) operations for which development a planning
application has been submitted. In their comments on the application, the
CAA has recommended that the development aspirations for the site are
discontinued as they are incompatible with MBA’s current site operations.
Homes England (HE) the land owner has stated that they will use their CPO
powers if negotiations about the development with MBA (their tenant) are
unsuccessful.
The site land owner has given notice to the lease holder and aerodrome
operator, Chiltern Airsports, to vacate the site resulting in Airsports seeking an
alternative site. Aerodrome listed by South Oxfordshire District Council on 11
September 2020 as an Asset of Community Value.
Site nominated by the West Midlands Combined Authority for a Gigafactory
for the production of electric vehicle batteries with a planning application
expected before the end of 2021.
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Airfield
Deenethorpe

Current Status
Central Government has accepted the site for development as a 1,500 home
Garden Village. East Northamptonshire Council (now part of the new North
Northamptonshire Council) approved the site master plan on
15 October 2018. A planning application for the development is awaited.

Dunsfold

Planning application for mixed use development with 1,800 homes on site
approved by Waverley Borough Council on 14 December 2016 but called in
for a Public Inquiry the result of which was Central Government approval for
the application on 29 March 2018. Protest groups appealed these decisions in
the High Court but the Court rejected these challenges on 5 November 2018.
The development has now been granted Government Garden Village status.
York City Council definitive Local Plan submitted for Public Examination on 25
May 2018 with public hearings commencing on 10 December 2019 includes a
development of up to 3,330 homes occupying the middle section of the
runway.
Planning application for 1,000-home Garden Village on site withdrawn on 10
February 2020 but is expected to be resubmitted later. An alternative scheme
(“Fairoaks 2020”) that retains the aerodrome, originally put forward by a local
opposition group, has been included in proposals from Unity Land LLP. Public
consultation ended on 30 July 2018 on Surrey Heath Borough Council’s draft
Local Plan options document which states that for Chobham “Employment
and Retail – Sets out that development at Fairoaks Airport should be guided
by a development brief / masterplan.”
In September 2018 South Staffordshire Council approved a Site Allocation
Document expanding on the previously adopted Core Strategy within the
Local Plan which states that the aerodrome is allocated and protected for
employment purposes. A planning application has been submitted for the
construction by MCR Property Group, the site owner, of 112 homes on southwest corner of site and aerodrome improvements, including construction of 3
new hangars.
Aerodrome currently occupied and operated by British Parachute Schools sold
in January 2019 to the owner of Nottingham City (Tollerton) aerodrome (see
entry on page 2).
Aerodrome is designated in Stratford-on-Avon Local Plan adopted Core
Strategy for housing and has Government Garden Village approval for which a
planning application has been submitted. Developer is Cala Homes in
conjunction with site owner. See entry for Wellesbourne on page 3.
On 9 July 2020, the Secretary of State approved a Development Consent
Order (DCO) to River Oak Strategic Partners (the site owner) for the
aerodrome as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. A Judicial Review
hearing challenging the decision due to take place on 16/17 February 2021
was cancelled and the High Court formally quashed the DCO on 15 February
2021 with the Secretary expected to provide additional information in support
of his decision. On 9 July 2020 Thanet District Council adopted its 2031 Local
Plan that safeguards the existing use of the site.
The aerodrome (Yarmouth Heliport) with two grass runways is for sale having
been disused since 2015 on the cessation of North Sea helicopter operations.
With the support of the land owner, site and adjoining land earmarked for up
to 4,000 homes in Local Plan adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council on 8
October 2019. A planning application for development proposals to the north
and east of the aerodrome has been submitted.

Elvington

Fairoaks

Halfpenny Green
(Wolverhampton
Business Airport)

Langar

Long Marston

Manston

North Denes
Nottingham City
(Tollerton)

Oakley

Aerodrome closed as land owner has leased part of the site for the
development / testing of connected & autonomous vehicles for which facility
a planning application was approved by Buckinghamshire Council on 10 March
2021.
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Aerodrome
Old Sarum

Panshanger

Peterborough /
Sibson

Plymouth

Redhill

Retford /
Gamston
Thurrock

Wellesbourne
Mountford

Wycombe Air
Park

Current Status
Site owner’s planning application for housing development and 10 additional
hangars refused on appeal in a Planning Inspectorate decision letter dated 11
July 2019. The owner applied for a Judicial Review of this decision but in July
2020 the High Court refused the application. Multi-year agreement reached
with effect from 1 February 2020 for site to be used as a parachute centre.
Aerodrome now unlicensed but open to commercial operators with prior
agreement.
HE has bought the aerodrome site from Mariposa Investments. A public
consultation by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council ended on 1 May 2020 into
providing additional housing sites for the Local Plan which schemes preclude a
realigned grass runway to the north of previous runway 11/29 proposed in
the current draft Local Plan. An outline planning application to re-open the
aerodrome has been submitted.
Huntingdonshire District Council submitted an unsuccessful bid for a 2,500
home Garden Village on site. The Council subsequently withdrew their
support for the proposal but the site is still listed in the Council’s Housing and
Economic Land Availability Assessment.
FlyPlymouth, a local social enterprise aerodrome support group, plans to
reopen the aerodrome and start regional airline services. Sutton Harbour
Group, the site lease holder, have proposed a mixed-use development
although the adopted Plymouth City / South-West Devon Joint Local Plan
retains the site for aviation use at least until the first 5-year review of the
adopted Plan.
Tandridge District Council public consultation on four potential Garden Village
sites including Redhill ended on 9 October 2017. The definitive 2033 Local
Plan submitted for Public Examination on 18 January 2019 with hearings
ending on 28 November 2019 has ruled out the site for a Garden Village and
allocated it protected status as an Important Employment Site. The current
draft Tandridge Local Plan earmarks the aerodrome for employment purposes
and notes that the site is within the Green Belt with a high risk of surface
water flooding. Part of the site is within the boundary of Reigate and Banstead
Borough Council whose Local Plan proposal to safeguard the site for housing
has been rejected by the Planning Inspector examining the plan.
Planning application submitted to convert hangars 6 to 11 into a vehicle
testing facility and for dual use of the runway for autonomous vehicle testing
and aircraft.
Thurrock Council have issued to the landowner’s agent a Scoping Opinion on
an Environmental Impact Assessment for development of 750 houses, a
medical centre and employment units on aerodrome site.
Stratford-on-Avon District Council Core Strategy stated policy is to “Retain and
support the enhancement of the established flying functions and aviation
related facilities at Wellesbourne Airfield”. The Council have rescinded the
owner’s permitted development rights and have initiated negotiations for an
agreed purchase of the site whilst also taking CPO action to acquire the site.
£1 million remains in the Council’s budget to fund the CPO action. Under a
MoU dated 30 August 2019 between the Council and the site owners, the CPO
action has been suspended for up to a year (which period has now been
extended) to allow the owners to propose limited development of the site
whilst retaining the aviation facilities with some of the tenants being offered
continued occupancy of the site to cover the period of the MoU.
Site lease holder (Helicopter Aircraft Holdings Ltd) has agreed new leases with
the land owner, Wycombe District Council (now part of the new
Buckinghamshire Council). The Council’s adopted 2033 Local Plan provides for
an industrial / warehousing complex on south-western part of the site
requiring shortening of runway 35 and relocation of gliding activities to the
north, for which changes a public consultation has been held.
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MoD Sites
Abingdon
Aerodrome
2024/25
Brawdy 2024

Colerne 2025
Dishforth 2031

MoD Sites
Halton
Aerodrome
2022
Henlow 2023

Linton-on-Ouse
North Luffenham
2022

Scampton 2022
Spitalgate 2024

Swanton Morley
2031
Tern Hill 2025

Wethersfield
2025

The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years
indicated:
Site earmarked for Garden Village style development with 1,200 homes in
Vale of White Horse District Council 2031 Local Plan Part 2 adopted by the
Council on 9 October 2019. Under the Plan, the development area is
restricted to the south of the old runway 08/26.
Cawdor Barracks. Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) have submitted
site for mixed use development for the review of 2033 Local Development
Plan 2 by Pembrokeshire Council but this is not included in the draft Plan
issued for public consultation ending on 18 March 2020.
Aerodrome was originally expected to be sold in 2018. Local business interest
in maintaining the aerodrome for aviation purposes.
Aerodrome site being disposed of but not included for development in the
2035 Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan adopted by the Council on 4
March 2020 but site is expected to be considered during first review of the
adopted Plan.
The following MoD aerodrome sites are planned for disposal in the years
indicated:
The DIO future vision document for RAF Halton & the Aylesbury Vale District
Council (now part of the new Buckinghamshire Council) definitive 2033 Local
Plan exclude development of the aerodrome site. Further public hearings of
the Local Plan due in April 2021.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE.
Site earmarked for mixed use / specialist employment development in Central
Bedfordshire Council draft 2035 Local Plan submitted for Public Examination
on 30 April 2018 with public hearings ending on 18 December 2020.
Aerodrome closed on 18 December 2020 and Military AIP entry withdrawn on
25 February 2021.
The Rutland County Council draft 2036 Local Plan submitted for public
examination on 3 February 2021 includes a 2,215-home garden community
for the site. The development has been accepted under the Government
Garden Village programme.
The resident Red Arrows display team will relocate to RAF Waddington.
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks. Future of the site being progressed by
a partnership between the DIO and HE. Site earmarked for a Garden Village
style settlement in South Kesteven District Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by
the Council on 30 January 2020.
Robertson Barracks. There is no reference to the closure of the Barracks in
the definitive Breckland Council 2036 Local Plan adopted by the Council on 28
November 2019.
Clive Barracks. Shropshire Council public consultation ended on 26 February
2021 on a pre-submission draft of the 2038 Local Plan includes a 750-home
mixed use development of the Barracks site leaving the airfield intact.
Future of the site being progressed by a partnership between the DIO and HE
with a new prison and housing being considered.
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https://www.aerosociety.com
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) holds major conferences, lectures and events at its
headquarters in central London at 4 Hamilton Place, London W1J 7BQ. Lectures and conferences
normally open to interested non-members. The RAeS also encompasses a variety of special interest
groups and local branches in the UK, and overseas, who too organise programmes of lectures and
events and is the sister organisation of the Royal Aero Club (RAeC).

NEWS
2021 RAeS COUNCIL ELECTION
The Society’s Council represents the views of the membership and the professions in addressing
relevant and timely issues across the aerospace, aviation and space sectors providing advice to the
Trustees and Executive on such matters. The Council shall support the Society in meeting its key
strategic aims by providing: thought leadership to the Society’s national and international profile on the
full range of compelling and complex issues in the sectors; enhancing the influence, respect and
reputation of the Society globally; extending and providing stewardship of the Society’s body of
knowledge and learned output; connecting members with Society activities and actively supporting the
D&I strategy. For the Council to successfully carry out this objective it is vital that it is made up of the
most suitable individuals – which is why your vote is so important.
Election for the 18 Council members closed at 09.00 6th May 2021.

RETIREMENT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
The RAeS would like to announce that after more than 50 years in the aerospace and defence sector
and three years as Chief Executive of the Royal Aeronautical Society, Sir Brian Burridge, KCB, CBE,
ADC, FCMI, FRAeS has indicated to Trustees that he intends to retire from his post in October of this
year.

The RAeS Trustees are considering the appropriate recruiting strategy by which to appoint a
replacement, and over this time there will be greater opportunity to thank Sir Brian more fully for his
excellent and valued contribution to our sectors.
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2021 HONOURS, MEDALS AND AWARDS

Who qualifies for an Honour, Medal or Award? The Society's Honours, Medals and Awards recognise
the innovation and excellence of both individuals and teams. They are conferred for achievements and
contributions in all disciplines of the global aerospace industry. Anyone and any team that has made an
exceptional contribution to aerospace is eligible regardless of profession or discipline. Nominations are
encouraged from both members and non-members of the Society.
Please consider nominating someone who deserves recognition for their contribution to the aerospace
industry.
To make a nomination, download a nomination form https://www.aerosociety.com/media/15771/raeshma-nomination-form-v4.pdf complete and submit by email to awards@aerosociety.com or post to The
RAeS, No.4 Hamilton Place, London, W1J 7BQ
Nomination Deadline: 31st May 2021

THE NATIONAL AEROSPACE LIBRARY
The library is one of the world's most extensive libraries devoted to the development of aeronautics,
aviation and aerospace technology. Located in Farnborough it is situated on the ground floor of The Hub
in Farnborough Business Park next door to the former Royal Aircraft Establishment Q121 building, which
houses the listed 24ft Low Speed Wind Tunnel. (Fowler Avenue, Farnborough, GU14 7JP).

The RAeS publishes details of all books received by the NAL so you can browse the listings
https://www.aerosociety.com/news-expertise/national-aerospace-library/library-additions to see what
has been added to the collection recently. The National Aerospace Library YouTube channels which
contains over 30 videos.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOINKE_4cR6oBMKv_8wNKA/videos
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RAeS EVENTS
In these challenging times of COVID-19 the RAeS have transformed how they deliver many of their their
events to ensure they continue to provide value to their membership and beyond. They look forward to
ensuring audiences receive the same high quality content but in a new and engaging way, plus it will be
accessible to everyone wherever you are in the world.
Some RAeS activities may be being held but please check before attending and many others are online:
MAY 12th: Virtual Lecture. RAeS Highland Branch Webinar: The Fresson Story. The Trustees of the
Fresson Trust will tell the story of Captain Ernest Edmund Fresson OBE (1891 - 1963), aviation
pioneer, World War I pilot and founder of Highland Airways in 1933. Time: 19:30- 20.30
13th: RAeS Webinar: Sharpening the Claws of the Wildcat! Mr Lee Evans will be discussing the
Concept, design and testing of the Wildcat helicopter’s new winged weapon carrier and payloads. Lee
will present a case study highlighting the complexity of designing, testing and certifying a new weapon
system when fitted to an already certified military Air System. Through photos and videos, Lee will cover
the need for such a capability and the design philosophy, before comprehensively discussing the ground,
flight and weapon firing tests required to ensure safe integration onto the aircraft. Time: 17.00-18.00
27th: Virtual Lecture live at 6.00pm on Thursday 27 May and will be followed by a Q&A. This lecture
Torn Curtain - How Bomber Command Pioneered Electronic Warfare is free of charge however we
do ask that you pre-book a free ticket as seats are limited. You can register for free
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/torn-curtain/register
JUNE 15th: RAeS Farnborough Branch Webinar: The ethics and legality of UAV operations..
Military use of armed UAVs (Unmanned Air Vehicles) is generally accepted, now that military users and
lawyers agree that targeting procedures can ensure compliance with international law. Public concerns
seem to be turning from UAVs to LAWS (Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems) in general. This talk by
Anthony Gillespie FREng, Visiting Professor, University College London will use UAVs as an exemplar of
the interaction of technical developments with legal constraints. Current UN arms control negotiations
recognise this interaction with human interactions, including in the supply chain, as a key issue.
To join, follow this link:
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetupjoin%2F19%3Ameeting_YWY4ZmUwMDQtODVlMy00YzQ5LTgzYzgtNDM2NmUyNDQyODQ1%40threa
d.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252274ab9ad0-2759-4b9f-bccd62e7673b81fc%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252243eb2f5b-7612-4ff1-a8552ffae05950b1%2522%252c%2522IsBroadcastMeeting%2522%253atrue%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type
=meetup-join&deeplinkId=f2b029fc-edee-4aa7-8feab29b5d7d26ca&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
Time:
19:30 – 21:00
22nd: RAeS Webinar: Pilot Training, is it time to revisit the basics? This webinar, led by Dr Kathy
Abbott, PhD, FRAeS, will be discussing the enviable safety record indicates generally high operational
standards, however, there continue to be accidents that show a lack of basic skills and inability to
operate the aircraft safely when the automatic systems fail or cause confusion. It is not the number of
accidents that is at issue here, it is the fact that so many of them were avoidable had the pilots used
basic skills to recover from the situations they found themselves in. The lack of these skills raises the
question were the skills ever in place or is this evidence of skill fade, due to an over-reliance on the
automatics? Time: 17:00 - 18:00
To join, follow this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1269118307781725967
JULY: See http://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/
August: See http://www.aerosociety.com/events-calendar/
Some RAeS articles which might be of interest:
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/going-with-the-flow/
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/reimagining-the-future-of-civil-aviation/
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/waiting-for-the-evtol-taxi-rank/
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https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk

The RAF London museum is situated on what used to be RAF Hendon and holds over 95 aircraft in four
themed aircraft halls.
The Museum at Cosford, acknowledged as one of the leading public attractions in the Midlands, displays
over 70 aircraft and is home to the National Cold War Exhibition.

They have a ‘welcome back/safety’ video! Please take a look at the link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9LR9bgaa5o

MUSEUM NEWS
Free online lecture on how Bomber Command pioneered electronic warfare
Torn Curtain: This Virtual Trenchard Lecture by Dr Thomas Withington will be broadcast live at 6.00pm
on Thursday 27 May and will be followed by a Q&A. You can register for free by visiting
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/torn-curtain
Dr Thomas Withington has 20 years’ experience as a defence analyst and writer. Specialising in
electronic warfare, radar and military communications he has written widely on these subjects for a
range of specialist and non-specialist publications. He provides consultancy on these domains for
several leading public and private sector organisations around the world and is a regular contributor for
media outlets such as the BBC and France-24.
The Trenchard Lectures in Air Power Studies form part of the RAF Museum’s Research Programme for
2021 and includes Lunchtime Air Power History Lectures — held at both our London and Cosford sites
and Air Power Lectures co-organised with the Centre for War and Diplomacy at Lancaster University.

Virtual Lecture: ‘Land of the RAF’ — Desert Flight in Mandatory Iraq
6pm on 8th July 2021

You can register for free by visiting: https://www.crowdcast.io/e/raf-iraq
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/virtual-lecture-land-of-the-raf-desert-flightin-mandatory-iraq/
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RAF MUSEUM COSFORD
The RAF Museum at Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP, is re-openng on 17th May daily from
10am and entry is free of charge, but parking charges apply. For more information visit:
www.rafmuseum.org/cosford 01902 376200
Book your tickets at
https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/28352?catID=27857&
Opening hours: 17th May – 31st October (incl): 10:00am - 5:00pm

last entry 4:00pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities. There is a charge for parking.
COVID-19 The Museum’s display hangars will open from 10.00am until 4.00pm. While still offering FREE
entry to all, visitors are kindly asked to pre-book their arrival time online at www.rafmuseum.org

COSFORD NEWS
Following months of closure, the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford is preparing to reopen its doors to
visitors on Monday 17 May, with the addition of a brand-new family friendly outdoor interactive area.
Families visiting the Museum will have the added excitement of an RAF themed playground to explore,
along with huge hangars packed full of aircraft.

The Museum has used the closure period to complete work on the outdoor playground, designed to
introduce its youngest visitors to the RAF, by inspiring and engaging with them through play. Children
and young people who dream of becoming pilots and ground crew alike, can roleplay as they delve into
the new bespoke airfield-inspired playground, complete with a mock control tower, mini hangar and even
aircraft to climb on board.
The new playground will offer an interactive RAF experience like no other, from physical training
instructor stations, air traffic control, through to refuelling missions. Packed full of interactive activities
including audio posts and playful information panels, children and young people can learn about the RAF
while they play. Of course, no playground would be complete without a slide and climbing frame, these
features have been incorporated into the bespoke Handley Page Victor.
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SOME PLANNED 2021 EVENTS CANCELLED
The uncertainty around large-scale events this summer has forced RAF Museum Cosford to adapt their
events programme, and as a result, it is with great sadness that they have decided to cancel the Cosford
Food Festival and the Vintage and Handmade Festival 2021 and the Large Model Airshow.

AVIATION ART WORKSHOP – HOW TO DRAW AEROPLANES 19th JUNE 2021
The RAF Museum Cosford has partnered up with the Guild of Aviation Artists to deliver this full-day
course for keen amateurs of every level aged 18+ to enhance your drawing and sketching skills. This
hands-on course will give you the opportunity to learn more about drawing techniques, observation,
shading and composition. The course will be delivered by David Calow, an award-winning aviation artist
and illustrator.
The course will cover a demonstration in pencil, biro and coloured crayons of an aircraft, on grey and
coloured pastel paper as well as providing useful information on how to start a sketch/drawing, choice of
angles and viewpoints and how to progress to the finished illustration.
For more information: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/whats-going-on/events/aviation-artworkshop-how-to-draw-aeroplanes/
Fee £45
To Book your place: https://royalairforcemuseum.digitickets.co.uk/event-tickets/32494?catID=32265&

AVIATION ART WORKSHOP

19TH JUNE 2021

This hands-on course will give you the opportunity to learn more about brush techniques, paint
application and composition. The course will be delivered by Nigel Morris, an artist, graphic designer,
illustrator and lecturer in art and design.
Aimed at keen amateurs, over 18 years old, with a basic knowledge of perspective, composition and
painting. No experience in aviation art required. You are required to provide your own equipment, but
you are free to choose your preferred medium – watercolour, oil, or alkyd oil, or acrylic paint.
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RAF MUSEUM HENDON
The RAF Museum at Hendon, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL is re-openng on 17th May daily
from 10am and entry is free of charge, but parking charges apply.For more information visit:
london@rafmuseum.org 0208 205 2266
17th May – 31st October (incl): 10:00am - 6:00pm last entry 5:30pm

Admission charges apply for some events and activities.

HENDON NEWS
Lunchtime Lecture: The Controversy and Cost of RAF Rhubarb Sorties
12.30pm 25 June 2021
Gary Haines will explore the cost and controversy of the RAF’s ‘Rhubarb’ sorties. This free lecture will be
hosted in our London lecture theatre with a live audience.
The lecture will also be live-streamed online via Crowdcast https://www.crowdcast.io/e/raf-rhubarb

On 12 January 1941, Willie McKnight a 21 year old Canadian Ace with 17 confirmed victories was shot
down while strafing troops on the ground in trenches near the beaches of Gravelines in Northern France.
This followed a successful attack on an E boat as part of a Rhubarb operation.
Unlike the defensive fighter operations of the Battle of Britain, ‘Rhubarbs’ were offensive operations,
designed to harass the enemy, target key areas and disrupt Germany’s infrastructure in occupied
territories. The plan to fly in bad weather with poor visibility was conceived with the thought that it would
reduce the chance of enemy fighter interception.
The first Rhubarb patrol took place on the 20 December 1940. Between this date and 13 June 1941,
MRAF Sir Sholto Douglas recalled that 149 Rhubarb patrols were launched which involved some 336
sorties.
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Lunchtime Lecture: Revisiting the Battle of Barking Creek

12.30 pm on 23 July 2021

Nick Black will explores the events of the Battle of Barking Creek. This lecture will offer an insight into
both the RAF’s preparations for war, and the minds of young, eager fighter pilots in their first taste of
aerial combat. This free lecture will be hosted in our London lecture theatre with a live audience.

The lecture will also be live-streamed online via Crowdcast https://www.crowdcast.io/e/battle-barkingcreek
On 6 September 1939, three days after Britain declared war with Nazi Germany, Montagu Hulton-Harrop
became the first Royal Air Force fighter pilot to be shot down during the Second World War.
The tragic tale of Hulton-Harrop is worsened by the fact that he was shot down by his own side. Two
RAF spitfire pilots faced a court martial and the resulting investigation shed light on many frailties in the
famed “Dowding System”.
The Battle of Barking Creek, as it was labelled by RAF personnel, was shrouded in strict secrecy at the
time. This talk presents the results of the first forensic investigation into the Battle of Barking Creek and
the exact series of events that caused the incident using previously restricted documents that have
recently been released by the National Archives.

101

http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

The Vintage Aircraft Club may be of interest to RAeC members who fly older aircraft types and aim of
the Vintage Aircraft Club is to provide a focal body for owners, pilots and enthusiasts of vintage and
classic light aircraft by arranging fly-ins and other events as well as publishing a magazine called
“Vintage and Classic”. VAC has 350 members from all walks of life. Some are airline captains, Air Traffic
Controllers or Airfield Managers, some work for the NHS and others are engineers, designers,
photographers, aviation historians and writers, enthusiasts and amateur aircraft builders. Many are also
PPL’s.

NEWS
My thanks to Anne Hughes, Chair of VAC for her report
We usually sit around the fireside at White Waltham with the West London Aero Club in January for our
annual Aviation Poetry Evening. However we were able to put on a very different evening in January.
We were particularly grateful to Steve Darlow, author and founder of Fighting High Publishing who has
written and produced several plays along with Auriole Wells. Steve offered to ‘lend’ us several of his
actors from his show ‘Their Finest Hour’ and, through the magic of Zoom, we were privileged to see
excerpts from his play which commemorated the RAF during the Battle of Britain. We followed this with
contributions of general aviation poems and prose read by David Bremner, Steve Slater and myself and
then several audience members also read. It is always a real joy to see so many aviators realise they
enjoy aviation poetry and we are pleased the VAC leads the way with this type of event.
We were privileged to share two on-line evenings with Air Chief Marshal Sir John Allison. In the first
Sir John had ranked many of the 100 or more aircraft he has flown according to personal preference and
kept us guessing as he moved from worst to best!
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Sir John’s second evening involved a ranking of interesting landings he had made from the sublime to
the survivable. On both occasions an interesting discussion ensued and we look forward to more tales
from the Allison archive later in the year.

The DH-90 Dragonfly is always a delight to see arriving at our fly-ins and we were delighted to spend
another Zoom evening with Peter Greenyer and Carl Ward from Shipping and Airlines who shared
the history of G-AEDU as well as a cockpit tour and a description of the joys and difficulties of flying this
remarkable aircraft.

In April we ‘visited’ The Real Aeroplane Company’ at Breighton as Charles Sunter shared photos and
histories of the amazing aircraft in the collection, most of which he is privileged to fly. The VAC look
forward to visiting Breighton for our weekend fly-in at the end of June.
As we come out of lockdown we will enjoy our normal calendar of fly-in events, always in line with the
current guidelines. Please check our website for updates.
Sunday 23rd May VAC Fly-In Turweston. To book PPR Turweston
Saturday 5th June
VAC Tulip Fly-In to Fenland. Refreshments / café (Contact Hinchcliffe events@vintageaircraftclub.org.uk )
Saturday 26th - Sunday 27th June

Wendy

VAC Back to Breighton Weekend Fly-In

G-AVDF – THE BEAGLE PUP PROTOTYPE : “RETURN TO THE SKIES”
I am pleased to say that the VAC are launched their book, written by Anne Hughes and Andy Amor
telling the story about a unique British aircraft that first took to the skies on 8th April 1967. A tourer and
trainer designed and tested at Shoreham was intended herald the start of the revival of British light
aircraft manufacture.
However Beagle Aircraft Ltd went into receivership in 1970 and the prototype languished, partially
dismantled, until she was bought by David Collings in 1993. The last five years has seen her restoration
to flight at Turweston. The richly illustrated book (A4 format with 96 pages and 160 photos £14.99 inc
postage)) tells the whole story up to the celebration of the post restoration flights and the issue of the
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LAA’s Permit to Fly in December 2020. Available from LAA HQ Shop, online through the VAC’s website
and FaceBook pages and by emailing
gavdfbook@gmail.com

This is the story of G- AVDF and her journey from bright idea in the mind of a visionary, to the realisation
of that idea as a quite brilliant but expensive to produce, light aircraft.
And then it all came to an end..... well almost. The company that built it was gone. The factory was soon
deserted. The aeroplane gathered dust in the corner of a hangar.
Years of neglect followed, the aeroplane passing from hand to hand and location to location, and several
false attempts at turning it into a museum piece. For many years, the dream of bringing back the former
flying glory seemed insurmountable. Yet the dream persisted. Like all good dreams (and with help from
friends and others who shared the vision), it finally came true...

Do visit the VAC website to see more and, with an ever increasing membership, you can be assured
joining the VAC gives you the opportunity to meet and socialise with like-minded aviators in a friendly
and relaxed way in many different locations.
All updates and news of VAC
http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

events

can

be

viewed

on

the

VAC

website.
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OPPORTUNITIES
YOUTH IN AVIATION
Youth in Aviation is a collaboration of the non-profit, charitable and educational organisations involved
in enabling young people from all backgrounds to experience aviation and aerospace inspiring the next
generation. There are 16 organisations involved including YES, RAF Cadets, Scouts; the Air League,
Young Air Pilots, the BGA, RAF Museums, the RAeS, Brooklands Museum all working together
aiming to further the opportunities and access to aviation and aerospace activities and providing over
£300,000 of scholarships and bursaries each year.
The General Aviation Awareness Council have educational information for schools and many of their
members offer special facilities from visits to local airfields and pleasure flights to arranging for helicopter
visits to school sports field.
See http://www.gaac.org.uk/wordpress

YES
The Youth Education branch of the Light Aircraft Association (LAA)
My thanks to retiring Chairman Stewart Luck’s report following the 2021 YES AGM held online on the
17th March 2021.
This last year has been interesting to say the least and we have all learnt something new even if it is just
survival. The last year started well with the 2020 Education Conference taking place at Brooklands
ironically it was our 13th annual event. However, two weeks later came the Covid restrictions and
lockdown leading us to cancel the Cosford Education Conference and, with our Sponsors struggling to
keep workers employed, we felt the best thing to do was offer them the £3000 sponsorship money back.
Scout activities and flying was banned but there were times during the summer where individuals could
carry on the work of YES in small ways and then we went into lockdown again.
There were good times such as when Pooleys came up with their contribution to our funds from sales of
goods online. 17 year old YES member Ellie Carter was awarded the Royal Aero Club President’s
Breitling Certificate for her work in promoting younger people in aviation. Pete White also received an
award from RAeS, a Specialist Award for his enthusiastic work based around Bodmin . STEM High
Fliers continues to offer help and encouragement in the West Midlands; the orphaned Rans B@P at
Stansted has continued slow progress but momentum is now picking up as we see our way out of
Lockdown. and the last of 6 pedal planes sponsored by the RAFct is nearing completion at East
Fortune.
From our last AGM report you might have seen our serious concerns over the state of the YES website.
It was due to a chance throw away remark on a phone conversation about the LAA PCS that Chris said
he thought he could do something for us and we have not looked back. I am sure Chris is not intending
to do this forever so we will again be looking for enthusiastic and capable flyers to take over in the future.
FYI Chris has saved us about £800 for the set up and about £400 a year running costs.
What we should be doing next is looking to partner more Struts and flying clubs all over the UK to
enthuse and educate people about flying and having safe FUN. The old days where the CFI sat at the
bar chatting was good educational stuff.
We have just put in an application for a Lottery award of nearly £10,000 for YES activities. I have been
proud to be part of YES for many years and look forward to the future with Ellie's team and my thanks to
all members and committee for their efforts.
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Stewart with grand-daughter Bridget during an aeros session!

Ellie Carter was elected to be the new YES Chairman/Chairperson/Chairwoman [Oh these PC times lol
Ed.]

STOP PRESS: Ellie has decided on Chairwoman
YES with the LAA working together with leading industry companies, local education authorities, schools
and universities and many others to educate, encourage and inspire young people to take part in all
sorts of activities connected with aviation, through:
Aircraft building projects (YES & other Build-a-Plane projects).
Training in meteorology, navigation and airmanship.
Exhibits and activities for young people at aviation shows.
Arranging talks and practical activity sessions for schools and youth groups.
Arranging aviation activity days for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers, Girl Guides, and others.
Production and demonstration of training equipment for navigation and radio communications.
Maintaining an independent web-based aviation information centre for youngsters.
Providing guidance on a future career in the varied world of aviation

ELLIE CARTER: YES CHAIRWOMAN
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Becoming a pilot has always been a passion of mine from a very young age. I was mesmerised by the
physics and maths surrounding principles of flight, specifically high altitude, and became fascinated by
the U2 spy plane. At the age of 9 I started sending letters to the pilots of the U2 asking if I could see
aircraft. They actually ended up treating it as a security breach and nearly arrested my parents, until they
realised I was a 9 year old girl, and instead decided to invite me to see the U2 and its crew at RAF
Fairford.
On my 14th birthday I flew a glider on my own becoming the youngest female solo pilot, with the
ambition of being able to solo a powered aircraft on my 16th birthday. Unfortunately, Storm Diana had
other ideas and this saw me soloing a powered aircraft three days after my 16th instead, and then
collecting my PPL on my 17th Birthday and a tailwheel rating two-months later.
Although early on in my career I have had some extremely memorable moments, including flying to
Belgium; which won me an international aviatrix award, and having an engine failure after take-off
resulting in a Mayday and a forced landing. I have also added various ratings to my licence, including a
tailwheel, which enables me to fly a 1943 Piper L4 Grasshopper which served in D-day.
I am currently studying for my A levels along with an EMC in carbon-neutral propulsion.
As for my ambitions for YES.
The key objective is to broaden YES’s reach to make aviation more accessible to more young people.
To support that:
Increase a social media presence.

Increase our face-to-face presence when we are allowed to interact.

Strengthen our ties to the LAA.

Support young people in aviation. Currently Scholarships and support is largely aimed at the 1830-year old bracket. We often fail to support those younger than that and lose them from the sector far
too early.

More interaction with school/scout groups etc.

Become a source of support for young people who just need some guidance.

GET HIGH VOLARE!
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My thanks to Tim Wiltshire for his report on GET HIGH VOLARE! ... their progress continues
relentlessly...!
"GET HIGH VOLARE" Goes virtual...! (well, just a little bit anyway...)
As you all know, GHV is first and foremost a "real" flying organisation, flying young people in "real"
aircraft, learning skills with the real thing. However, we were recently requested to put on a simulator
program for young people (in particular those too young to fly), as an early "lead-in" to our programs for
the 8 - 18 year olds, and to this end recently made bid to the National Lottery for funding to facilitate this.
I am very pleased to report, that we have been successful in winning our funding bid towards this
program, and thanks to the kindness of the BMAA in loaning their mobile Flexwing simulator,

we are now able to provide these flying experiences to many more locations further afield. This will be in
full swing by the summer, and carry on in to the closed season.

We have also had a Chevvron 2-32 join our fleet, as we were struggling to fulfil our commitments to
those young participants who have disabilities with the 3 axis aircraft we had available (we were
struggling to get them in and out. This is of course no problem with the flexwings that do most of our
flying). It is hoped to complete the Chevvron's commissioning over the next few weeks in time for the
summer program. It may need a slightly longer runway, but it is jolly quiet!
As usual we have set ourselves ambitious objectives which we again look set to exceed. Our stated goal
of 5,000 new pilots in a decade is still in place, and we are currently on track despite the pandemic,
although we will have to increase our coverage and work rate a little in later years
We are also looking for our first "home" and are seeking either an airfield, or a suitably sized field in
Wales, so that we will have our own airfield to secure the future of the Charity in perpetuity. Why Wales
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you ask..? Well, it is very pretty over there! If anybody knows of one, for goodness sake get in touch!
www.gethighvolare.org Tel: 07752 257277
We are still awaiting our website and rebranding as promised by our local University. This has sadly
been delayed due to Covid, but we hope to have that sorted over the next quarter. Our old website is
well past its "sell by" date, but as we do not have the necessary skills to upgrade it, nor can we pay
anybody, hence we have to wait for the Students.
Our World Record attempt project is still ticking away in the background, although given its nature it
clearly cannot be attempted until Covid has completely gone. We are now looking seriously at August '22
for the attempt.
We have had a couple of very useful aircraft donations over the last 3 months, including a really nice 462
Pegasus Q which will come in very handy. We continue to collect anything that kind people are happy to
donate, and can even pay small sums for anything we can use to keep the kids flying. Remember, GHV
is an all-volunteer Charity, nobody gets paid, and everything we get goes to providing the flying for the
kids.
So please, if you have a Hangar Queen taking up valuable space, or even a trailer that you really don't
need, just give us a call and it will be collected, and put to very good use. We can usually collect within a
week, including aircraft, but of course we have a small backlog of collections just now, so it may be a few
days longer.
All in all, despite Covid, this has been a really successful first quarter, and as we recently acquired a very
nice range BBQ dumped by the side of the road, I can accurately say... ".we are cooking with gas!"

RAeS YOUNG PERSONS NETWORK REPRESENTATIVES
The RAeS is hoping to develop their Young Persons Network and provide more opportunities for Young
People to get involved with RAeS communities and committees. In order to improve the outreach of the
Young Persons Committee it is greatly beneficial to have a Young Persons Network Representative
(YPN Rep) established on each Branch and Specialist Group. What does the role involve?
• Support the Branch / Specialist group in achieving their goals and activities
• Encourage and increase participation of local YPN members in Branch /Specialist Group
activities
• Represent the interests of the local YPN members
• To act as liaison between the Branches / Specialist Groups and the Young Persons Committee
• Arrange local events aimed at the YPN members
• Advertise the young member events to the Branch / Specialist Group and advertise Branch /
Specialist Group events to the young members
• Helping Branches with online lectures / webinars
• Support the Branch with Social Media and other communications e.g Newsletters.

You will be working directly with the Young Persons Committee (YPC) to make a difference across the
whole society. There are no minimum hours and you can work around your career and studies.You will
need to submit a CV and 500-word statement detailing why you would like to be a YPN Branch/
Specialist Group rep and how you believe you can support Branch / Specialist Group activities to
ypn@aerosociety.com HQ will then review submissions and forward to Branches and Specialist Groups
for the final invitation where appropriate.
Not all Branches and Specialist Groups have open YPN Rep positions. When submitting your CV and
statement you must specify which Branch / Specialist Group you wish to join.
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Membership is a condition of this role, if you are not a member of the RAeS please visit
https://www.aerosociety.com/membership-accreditation/joinupgrade/membership-grades/ for more
information on membership grades and how to apply.
The RAeS has Branches all over the UK and globally, find your local Branch here
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/branches-divisions/branches/
The RAeS also has 20+ Specialist Interest Groups, you can find a full list here
https://www.aerosociety.com/get-involved/specialist-groups/

Got a PPL? Aged 30 or under? Try Aerobatics!
Get Into Aeros is BAeA initiative aiming to get more young pilots involved in competition aerobatics. The
BAeA (British Aerobatics) hope that some of you may one day join their national teams and they could
even find a future champion or two, not to mention long term members for the BAeA association!

This BAeA (British Aerobatics) initiative event gives PPL holders up to the age of 30 aiming to get more
young pilots involved in competition aerobatics, giving them an insight into the sport and the chance to
try it for themselves, in a two-day event that will be held at Sleap Airfield on the 26-27th of June 2021,
for an all-inclusive price of £199. No previous aerobatic experience is required!
See the British Aerobatics section in this Newsletter for more information

JUNIOR GLIDING CENTRES (JGCS)
The British Gliding Association has set up a network of Junior Gliding Centres (JGCs) to help you get
what you want out of the sport. Each centre is part of a leading BGA affiliated club and is just the place
to meet up with other young pilots, develop your gliding skills and have a great time. Everything is set up
so that you’ll feel part of the gang from day one and can get straight down (or up!) to flying and having
fun.
Subject to completing the required training, you can fly a glider solo at age 14. And there is no upper age
limit.
https://www.gliding.co.uk/juniorgliding

UK JUNIOR GLIDING
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https://members.gliding.co.uk/junior-gliding/
The 'mission statement' of UK Junior Gliding is:


To promote, encourage and develop Junior Gliding within the UK, and remove barriers to
participation at all levels.


To ensure British gliding continues to grow from grass roots, and that young pilots are
retained within the sport.
'THE E-WINTER SERIES'
For obvious reasons, they could not do the Winter Series in its normal format this year, so they went
online.

The top three competitors were: 1st: Dan Hender (who wins a £75 Navboys Voucher); 2nd: Josh
Setford (a £20 Navboys Voucher) and 3rd: Oliver Ramsay (a £5 Navboys Voucher)
Congratulations Dan on your win. Well flown!
Their Facebook page has a lot of
(https://www.facebook.com/ukjuniorgliding).

pictures

and

information
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past
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THE 15TH ANNUAL YOUNG AVIATORS EVENT
The 15th Annual Young Aviators event is scheduled for Sywell Aerodrome on Saturday 11th September
2021.
Please contact andre.faehdnrich@ntlworld.com for more information

CADET SCHEMES
There are many opportunities and the majority of gliding clubs in the UK offer cadet schemes. These
schemes offer lower flying rates and sometime FREE flying in return for assisting with daily club
operations. Contact your nearest gliding club for details
If you are an Air Cadet additional funding is also available to you via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk for details.
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UNIVERSITY GLIDING CLUBS
University gliding clubs offer students a fantastic start in gliding. Usually based at the local gliding club,
University clubs have excellent access to modern fleets of training aircraft and some of the larger
university clubs even have their own gliders and instructors.
These clubs are often subsidised by the university and offer very good rates on flying to help cashstrapped students into the air.
There’s more information about university gliding, a map of the universities which have gliding clubs and
some advice about setting your own club up if your university doesn’t already have one.
Contact the BGA office and ask to be put in touch with our university gliding co-ordinator.
office@gliding.co.uk 01162 892956
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BURSARIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND FUNDS
These pages are a compilation of RAeC Member Organisations bursaries, scholarships and Funds
together with others that may be of interest.

ROYAL AERO CLUB BURSARIES
2021 Bursary application forms and terms and conditions will be available for download on
the Royal Aero Club Trust website (www.royalaeroclubtrust.org) in September.
Air sports youngsters aged from 14 to 21 years (24 years in the case of Advanced Bursaries)
are encouraged to submit applications; this includes light aircraft pilots, glider pilots,
skydivers, model aircraft and drone flyers, paraglide and hang-glide and microlight pilots,
balloon pilots, and flight simulator pilots.
The closing date for applications will be 31st March 2022.

VINTAGE AIRCRAFT CLUB: LIZ INWOOD TAILDRAGGER SCHOLARSHIP
The Scholarship, named in memory of the late Tiger Moth pilot and flying instructor Liz Inwood, is
funded by donations from the Vintage Aircraft Club, Light Aircraft Association and the Inwood estate.
2020 applications open June 2021 and close 30th September. The scholarship will be awarded in
October. : http://www.vintageaircraftclub.org.uk

FLYING FOR THE DISABLED 2020 SCHOLARSHIPS
A scholarship includes 35 hours flight tuition and associated ground school which means that most will
have flown solo and some, at their own expense, have gone on to achieve their PPL. Scholarships
commence with a scholar’s seminar near the end of April, during which scholars are introduced to their
instructors and scholar training partner(s).
Flying training is undertaken at flying schools in the UK between May and October and will be of three
or four-weeks duration in either a PA-28 or a Microlight aircraft.
To apply for a scholarship complete the online enquiry form and a full application form will then be sent
to you.
https://www.fsdp.co.uk/apply/#masthead

Closing Date: November 30th 2021

THE FAI AEROMODELLING SCHOLARSHIP
An annual scholarship of €2000 is awarded to pilots aged between 16 and 21 to help fund young
pilots’ education. Any young Aeromodelling pilot can be nominated, as long as they are between 16
and 21 years old.
On the form, the nominated pilot must list their education plans and achievements and, of course,
Aeromodelling results.
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The nomination must also include a personal letter of one page written by the nominated person, on
the following topic: What role did Aeromodelling play in your life and what are your aspirations for the
future? https://www.fai.org/news/aeromodelling-scholarship-and-spirit-flight
The BMFA will send the nomination to the FAI Office before 15th November in order to be
considered for the following year.
Contact BMFA HQ for more information admin@bmfa.org
LAUNCHPOINT BURSARIES / AWARDS
Launchpoint is a registered British charity that supports gliding and aims to provide opportunities to
experience gliding and to help participants, of all ages, to develop with the sport. It does this through
the Caroline Trust Awards and the Ted Lys Awards.
The Caroline Trust Award application form can be found here
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pwmf-lp/caroline-trust-application-form/
The Ted Lys Award application form can be found here https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/ct/tedlys-award-application-form/
For further information and details: https://members.gliding.co.uk/launchpoint/
Launchpoint is also the BGA’s adopted charity and provides Launchpoint’s website at no cost.

THE PHILIP WILLS MEMORIAL FUND (for GLIDING CLUBS)
The Philip Wills Memorial Fund supports UK gliding by lending money to gliding clubs for capital
projects e.g. purchasing land or equipment, with the Trustees having a broad brief to enable them to
provide a diversity of financial assistance to both clubs and individuals.
The Fund lends at (very) low rates of interest, usually over periods less than 10 years. Typical loans
would be up to c £60k. The application process is simple with the Fund’s trustees generally only
looking to see that there is a good business case for the expenditure and (in order to protect the
Fund) that the club has the ability to make monthly repayments.
https://members.gliding.co.uk/club-development/pwmf

ARMSTRONG-ISAACS BURSARY
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The Armstrong-Isaacs bursaries (up to £1,500) are intended to help young PPL trainees (up to 30
years of age) through that later stage of the course when cross country navigational exercises mean
that two-hour, or longer, lessons are required, with the correspondingly higher costs over a single
hour’s lesson. To that end, applicants must already have a minimum of five hours’ solo.
Details of the 2021 bursary application can be found at
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Bursary/AI.html
All applications must be completed on the form available on the LAA website.
Please complete and email to office@laa.uk.com with the subject title Armstrong/Isaacs Bursary.
Applications should arrive on or before the closing date of 1st December 2021. The LAA may contact
you for further information, and may request an interview, if it is thought necessary.
Successful applicants will be notified during February 2022.

AIR CADET GLIDING FUNDING
If you are an Air Cadet you can apply for gliding funding via the Post GS initiative. See
www.juniorgliding.co.uk

RAF CHARITABLE TRUST
The RAF Charitable Trust is developing a number of Scholarships and Awards open to serving
airman, cadets and members of the wider RAF family. These range from Scholarships for Disabled
People to Air Cadets and 6th Form Scholars with potential follow on into University to glider flying
training.
https://www.airtattoo.com/the-trust/scholarships-and-awards
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THE ROYAL AERO CLUB
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U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
The Coordinating Body of British Airsport Organisations

Chacksfield House
31 St Andrew’s Road
Leicester
LE2 8RE

Patron: Her Majesty The Queen
President: His Royal Highness the Duke of York, KG

Tel: 0116 2440182
Fax: 0116 2440645
secretary@royalaeroclub.org
www.royalaeroclub.org

Individual Membership of the Royal Aero Club
The Royal Aero Club co-ordinates and represents all forms of air sports and recreational air activity in the
United Kingdom. Its officers and volunteers from all branches of the sport are fighting to protect our
pursuits from the increasing pressures of legislation and restriction, from local, national and international
bureaucracy. We also endeavour to create a positive image and encourage participation for all air sports.
Needless to say, all this costs money and the more there is, the more effective we can be. To this end we
are asking you to join the Royal Aero Club as an individual member to help us preserve this unique form
of leisure and to strengthen your connection with aviation.
By joining the Royal Aero Club your £18 annual subscription will be valuable in helping to protect your
right to pursue your hobby. Your active participation would be even more welcome. Member benefits
include a quarterly newsletter and the use of the Royal Aeronautical Society premises.
For further details, or to pay the subscription by standing order, please contact:
The Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road, Leicester, LE2 8RE
Tel 0116 2440182 Fax 0116 2440645 email secretary@royalaeroclub.org. Or visit our website at
www.royalaeroclub.org

ROYAL AERO CLUB INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Please do not return this form if you pay by standing order

I wish to become an individual member of the Royal Aero Club. I enclose my £18
subscription for the year.
Total payment enclosed: …………………………
Name …….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ….…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………..………………………………………………… Postcode ………………………………
Tel ………………………………. Email ……………………………………….…………………
My aviation interests are
………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
Please return to:
The Secretary, Royal Aero Club, Chacksfield House, 31 St Andrew’s Road,
Leicester, LE2 8RE

